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I am an alcoholic, a member of the Long
Branch group in Toronto, and my name is Jim
W. I currently serve as the Greater Toronto
Area assistant archivist.
I started doing oral histories when I was the
District 06 Archives Representative a few
years back. AA is a very oral fellowship, and
sometimes word of mouth stories can get
twisted and facts distorted. By sitting down
with a fellow member, we can record first
hand information directly from the person
who was there about what AA was like in our
area, 30, 40 or even 50 years ago.

wore out his hand!! You can bet I made sure
to ask the member to tell us about this
experience during the interview. Some
people may be a bit modest and may not
mention things like this or just plain forget
to mention it, unless asked specifically about
it.

I was pretty much a non-tech person (a little
better now!), but it didn't take too long to
figure out how to use the digital recorder I
was provided by the district. I did some trial
runs speaking into it just to make sure I had
the hang of it. And always a good idea to
keep some extra batteries on hand. Nothing
There is no hard and fast rule as to the length worse than having it die on you midway
of sobriety one has to have in terms of being through an interview with someone.
a candidate to give an oral history, but I was
generally looking at folks with 30+ years in
I found through trial and error that the best
AA. Also people who have been active in
place to do the interview was at the person's
service make especially good candidates. It is home. The recorder is very sensitive and
suggested that we start with someone we
picks up all kinds of background sounds. At
know, perhaps our sponsor, so that we are
their home, they are comfortable, and you
familiar with them and not too
can control the setting to make sure it is
uncomfortable for that first interview we do! quiet.
If possible, it is a good practise to learn a little
bit about the person if you can. Prior to one
interview, I learned from another member
that the interviewee had attended the 1965
International Conference here in Toronto.
They were assigned to hang out with our cofounder, Bill W. His job was to tell people
that Bill was happy to speak to them, but it
was preferable not to shake hands, because it

I met one person early on who insisted we
meet in their favourite restaurant, and I
soon realized it was just way too noisy. We
ended up sitting in his car to do the
interview, which was fine.
Just a note to mention that a few people I
approached didn't want any part of doing an
interview, which is fine, so I moved on to the
next person Don't be discouraged if you get
a NO. (Continued on next page)
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The archives workbook has valuable information and sample
questions, as well as a waiver form. Always good to explain to
someone that their oral history is recorded for other AA
members to hear (in our case by making an appointment to
listen to it at our archives repository at 234 Eglinton Av E in
Toronto). It also may be made available to selective non AA
members to hear who may be doing research on alcoholism. I
would never loan out a copy to someone, because then we
have no control over what may become of the interview or
where it may end up. As long as the interviewee is okay with
this we go ahead.
I found it good to offer the person being interviewed a copy
(usually on a CD) of their oral history. Most were very excited to
get a copy.
For myself, I got to know many excellent people who I
otherwise probably would have never met if I wasn't doing
these interviews. It's amazing seeing different people's
reactions when they remember long ago events or people. I
had one member commenting about having goosebumps
(which I could see on her arms!) caused by remembering how
she came to believe in a power greater than herself. Another
member started crying when he recalled an early sponsor. And
I got to share in these experiences as they spoke about
them. Wow!!
One of my favourite questions is asking the person if they feel
AA has changed over the years, either good or bad. I got some
really interesting responses.
On this note, AA is no different then the world around us,
always changing. By learning what we have done or changed
doing over the years, good and bad, we in archives can record
this information for future generations, to ensure we continue
in a positive direction and remain a thriving fellowship, which is
able to carry the message of recovery down the road.
Yours in love and service, Jim W.

The Role of the Archives Committee

AREA 83 - DID YOU KNOW ?

1.that on March 3-4, 1951 at the Regional Conference (in
1953 name was changed to Ontario Regional Conference) at
the Royal York Hotel in Toronto Bill W came to speak and
present his case for the establishing of the General Service
Conference structure?
The outcome was the election of the first delegate for the
Province of Ontario. Adam C, Friday-Yonge Group from
Toronto, served on Panel #1 from 1951-1952.
2.that from 1951 to 1963 the Assemblies took place during
the Ontario Regional Conference at the Royal York
Hotel. All Delegates and committees were elected there?
3.that in 1958 Ontario was divided into 2 areas- the West
and the East/North?
4.that from the date the 2nd area came into existence a
Committee came into existence which has continued under
different names until the present? The names: 1957-The
Ontario Committee-General Service Conference
1958- The Ontario General
Service Committee
1980- The Ontario Provincial
Committee
1990- The Ontario Delegates
Committee
The Committee consisted of the Delegates and the
Alternates. At times it had a Secretary, a Treasurer , and
other committee members such as Public Information &
Institutions.
5.that in 1963 Ontario was divided into 3 areas- East, West
& North?
6.that in 1967 Ontario was divided into 4 areas- East, West,
North East & North West?
7.that in October 1964 the 1st Area 83 Assembly was held
outside of Toronto? Held at St. Thomas Moore Hall in
Belleville.
8.that on October 29-30, 1983 a combined 2-day Service
Day and Assembly was held for the first time? It was the
first time the Assembly was held at the 401 Inn in Kingston.
9.that on March 25, 1984 the Assembly was again held at
the 401 Inn for the 2nd time but for one day only?
10.that on October 27-28, 1984 the Assembly was again
held at the 401 Inn for two days and has continued with the 2
-day sessions?

(Continued on Page 3)
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11.that from March 1983 to October 1991 the Area 83 Service
day and Assembly was held at the 401 Inn in Kingston?
12.that from March 1992 to present (25 yrs.) the Area 83
Assembly has been held at the Ambassador Hotel in
Kingston?

Group History—Oshawa South End Group
Date Founded—July 1965
Founding Members: Don P, Eddie M, Bob K and Dan
McK

13.that the 1987-1988 Area 83 Delegate Panel 37 Denis D
was the first American that was made a delegate in a
Canadian Area? He was from Bombay, New York.

First Meeting Location: Don P’s home College Ave
Oshawa. (Jul 65 to Sep 65).

14. that Denis D designed the two minute three light system
that is used when the DCM’s give their reports at the Area
Assembly?

The group then moved to Albert St United Church on
Albert S Friday Open Speaker Meeting with Terry O’C
as guest speaker with six members in attendance. The
group then moved to Harmony Road United Church at
Harmony Road and King Sts. It stayed there until 2012
when it moved to Simcoe United Church on Simcoe
Street South where it has remained until the present.
The group now has 45 members.

15.that the 1989-1990 Area 83 Delegate Panel 39 Katie G
from Cornwall, Ontario was the first woman to be delegate for
Area 83?
16. that Tommy H was the 1983-1984 Area 83 Delegate Panel
33 and the Trustee for Eastern Canada Region from 19861989?
Note: All information was taken from Tommy H Fond
(Records) which are located at the GTA Intergroup Archives
Repository.
Eddy G
Area 83 Archives Chair
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