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The A.A. Way was written by 
Ada K., who lived near Akron, 
Ohio. Not an alcoholic, she 
attended meetings with her 
husband, known as Doc, who 
was a chiropractor. In Akron 
they ran a Recovery House for 
alcoholics. They had a cottage 
at Trent River where they used 
to host local members at pic-
nics. In the 1950s they sup-
ported the Belmont group in 
Havelock and other local 
groups. 

Area 83 Archives Chair: 
Marty M. 
Area 83 Archivist: 
Linda McQ. 

This is a reproduction of an original poem signed by the author- Ada K.  Cathy K. of District 
86 kindly allowed the AA Archives in Peterborough to make a copy.      
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Tradition One - Unity. The archives teams work as trust-
ed servants for our area. The archives itself serves to doc-
ument the work of AA in our area, to provide a context 
for understanding our growth and development, and to 
make the Archives repository of historical documents 
and memorabilia available to our members. Within the 
archives is our common history, our roots. By gathering 
and caring for our Area's local history, we document for 
posterity the decisions we have made, the reasons why, 
and both our successes and our failures. Together this 
rich resource is made available to be reviewed as re-
quired and provides a sense of connectivity and of unity 
to our members. In that light it serves to provide guid-
ance, and to prevent divisiveness. With the spirit of rota-
tion, this information continues to be of benefit to whom-
ever needs it. Our displays show our history, and both 
educate and share our common unity. They provide a 
context to understand AA's progression, principles and 
traditions. 

Tradition Two - Group Conscience.  Informed and guid-
ed by the Archives Workbook and the Archives Guide-
lines, the archives mandate within each district is deter-
mined by Group Conscience. They determine what will 
be collected, stored, accessed and shared. The hope is to 
capture the experience of members and groups over 
time.  In addition A.A. archives document our twelve-
step work; providing a record of experience, strength 
and hope.  With respect to the spirit of rotation, archives 
provide a record of initiatives, lessons learned and a path 
forward. What we choose to collect, how much we col-
lect, and the number of copies can be agreed upon by 
group conscience. The Archives Committee bears in 
mind ethics and anonymity requirements, in providing 
access to our members, and outside research requests. 

Tradition Three - Desire to Stop Drinking. Collecting our 
member's stories and experiences tells who we were, and 
who we are today. Our group histories tell of our 
growth, the sharing of one alcoholic with another. Our 
personnel stories link us together. They have been key to 
the program from the days of Bill W. and Dr. Bob. We 
follow our General Service Office requirements for col-
lecting group histories, and for capturing oral histories. 
In addition, we define and implement research and ac-
cess policies to provide the AA message to the still suf-
fering alcoholic. Our displays show the newcomer that 
the AA program works and that they are not alone.  

Tradition Four - Autonomy. Within our Area, we do our 
part to meet Bill W’s request for establishing Archives 

collections. To this end, we follow and meet the AA Ar-
chives Guidelines, and the Archives Workbook pub-
lished by the General Service Office.  In this way, we en-
sure that what we do does not negatively impact AA as a 
whole. For each district/group we document how they 
came to be, their growth, and their specific challenges 
and how they were resolved. This information is of im-
portance for our archives. 

Tradition Five - Carry the Message. As per our primary 
purpose, our archives contain our collective wisdom on 
sponsorship, recovery, our service to groups, districts 
and area committees, and the steps we took. To this end 
we collect and preserve the message of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous. We create, label and organize our displays to be 
teachable moments, while emphasizing anonymity and 
bring our displays to roundups, assemblies, and to any 
group as requested. 

Tradition Six - Our Focus is AA. Since archives is intend-
ed to be a controlled and monitored holding of AA histo-
ry, we follow ethical guidelines in the collection of our 
materials. We ensure we have a deed of gift for all of our 
donations, and honour any caveats listed by the donor. 
We are not a business. We do not keep private collection 
within the archives. 

Tradition Seven - Self Supporting. Archives is supported 
through the Area by funding Archives Workshops and 
support of the Area Archivist. The District perhaps in 
terms of assistance in start up costs, and by the various 
Intergroup Archives Committee’s initiatives. Groups can 
also assist in delegating funding/donating collection 
management supplies for the district archives (i.e., equip-
ment, office supplies, duplicating services, etc.). Larger 
areas, that may have archives resources and documents 
in duplicate,  could offer to donate copies or share with 
districts lacking these resources in the spirit of traditions 
one, five, six and seven (a prudent reserve.) As the pro-
gram says, we can't keep it unless we give it away.  

Tradition Eight - Nonprofessional.  We are not profes-
sionals; maintenance of our archives is strictly voluntary.  
However, we do have access to those who are profession-
al. Resources for our Archives Workshop training are 
often professional archivists with a passion for archives 
who kindly volunteer to assist us. Various University and 
City Archives provide our Archivists with tours and in-
formation sessions on best practices. As is often the case, 
past Archivists and Archives Chairs are encouraged to 
stay involved as extra Archives hands on Intergroup Ar-
chives Committees. 

The Traditions as They Apply to Archives  
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Tradition Nine- Committees and Service Boards. Many 
districts within Area 83 have archives chairs.  Some of 
these chairs attend Intergroup Archives Committee meet-
ings.  There, they report on new materials received and 
ongoing projects. At the Area level, the Area Archives 
Chair prepares reports on the Archives Chair and Archi-
vists activities for the Area Committee meetings and As-
semblies. Twice a year, after the Service Information Day 
of the Assembly weekend, there is an Archives Committee 
Meeting where district and area archives chairs meet to 
discuss progress, plans and initiatives.  

Tradition Ten - No Outside Issues.  The Mission of AA’s 
General Service Office Archives is to document perma-
nently the work of AA and to make the history of the or-
ganization available to our members. Our area is fully in 
line with this mission. We follow ethics and guidelines as 
outlined in GSO’s Archives literature and workbook. The 
documents we collect represents a very small part  of AA, 
yet it helps to create a  priceless reflection of AA as a 
whole. 

Tradition Eleven - Anonymity. We keep in mind anonymi-
ty and protect our members at all times; their names, their 
photos. We do not provide photocopies of private corre-
spondence, we maintain the integrity of archival docu-
ments and respect copyright laws. We protect the posthu-
mous anonymity of our deceased members. 

Tradition Twelve - Spiritual Foundation. We too are AA. 
And as such we focus on Recovery, Unity, Service - our 
Three Legacies. Our primary purpose is to carry the mes-
sage of Alcoholics Anonymous. This is our challenge, and 
we are grateful.   

 

80 Years of AA in Ontario 
The GTA (Greater Toronto Area) Archives Committee is putting together 
a history of 80 years of Alcoholics Anonymous in Ontario. 
We are hoping that it will be the definitive history to date, will provide 
valuable information to A.A. members and be a reference for future A.A. 
historians.  
In order to be successful, we need the support and participation of Area 
and District archivists, and the membership across the province. If you 
would like to contribute, please tell us in writing how A.A. came to the 
first home or meeting place in your town or city. 
You can email your submission to archives@area83aa.org 

 

You may be asking what is a repository?  

This is where Archivists and Archive 
Chairs collect historical AA records, then 
identify and catalogue such items. They 
are then organized,  preserved and stored 
in a climate controlled environment.  
Many districts have a repository where 
historical AA records are kept; Group 
Histories, Oral Histories, Meeting books, 
Grapevines, etc.  
In most cases, by appointment, any AA 
member can visit the following archives:  

• General Service Office Archives (New York) 

• Greater Toronto Intergroup Office 

•  Ottawa Intergroup Office 

• District 42 — Remington Museum in Ogdens-
burg, N.Y.   

• District 86—Peterborough 

To inquire if your district has a repository, 
or to schedule a visit to view the A.A. rec-
ords, contact your district archives chair.  
Records for Area 83 are stored at the GTA 
Archives repository. These items are 
available for viewing upon request con-
tingent upon a commitment to preserve 
the anonymity of our members. 

Have you ever seen an A.A. Repository? 

Archives Init iat ives  



 

This article was published when AA was very young in the Massena-Potsdam region of upper state New York; 
three groups were holding regular meetings in this area.  Potsdam group, which was registered with GSO in 1958, 
actually started meeting around 1950 or 51.  Star Lake group was probably much the same, as many groups did 
not register with GSO until some time, even years after the meeting actually started.  The Massena Thursday 
Night Group started on 9 September 1953,  which appears to have coincided with the start of the banquet refer-
enced in the article above.   

From the Archives Collection of District 42 St. Lawrence International  

The Massena Observer, September 24, 1956 

Deposited in the archives by JoAnne M. on September 2017 


