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Introduction

• Welcome to the presentation on 
"Bridging the Gap" in AA as it pertains 
to corrections.

• The purpose of this presentation is to 
discuss the role of AA in bridging the 
gap between corrections and the 
recovering community.



What is "Bridging the Gap"?

• "Bridging the Gap" is an AA service program 
that helps connect those leaving correctional 
facilities with AA meetings and members in 
the community.

• The program is designed to help people in 
custody who have been introduced to AA in 
correctional facilities to continue their 
recovery journey once they are released.

• The program is also aimed at reducing 
recidivism by providing support to those in 
recovery.



History of "Bridging the Gap"

• The "Bridging the Gap" program was 
established in 1955 as a response to the 
growing number of inmates who were being 
introduced to AA in correctional facilities but 
were not continuing their recovery outside of 
prison.

• The program started in California and quickly 
spread to other states and countries.

• Today, "Bridging the Gap" is a worldwide 
program with a strong presence in Canada 
and the United States



The Importance of "Bridging the Gap"

• The importance of "Bridging the Gap" lies in its 
ability to help individuals in recovery continue 
their journey after they leave correctional 
facilities.

• Without the support and guidance of the 
program, many individuals may struggle to find 
meetings, sponsors, and other resources that are 
critical to their recovery.

• Additionally, the program helps to break down 
the stigma associated with addiction and 
recovery by providing support and understanding 
to those who have been incarcerated



How Does "Bridging the Gap" Work?

• The "Bridging the Gap" program works by 
connecting inmates with AA members in the 
community.

• The program provides inmates with a list of 
local AA meetings and gets them in contact 
with members who are willing to support 
them.

• In some cases, AA members may also attend 
meetings inside the correctional facility to 
provide support and guidance to inmates 
who are leaving their facilities.



Challenges Faced by "Bridging the Gap"

• One of the challenges faced by the "Bridging the 
Gap" program is ensuring that inmates have 
access to meetings and support once they are 
released.

• Transportation and financial barriers can make it 
difficult for individuals to attend meetings, 
especially in rural or low-income areas.

• Additionally, some individuals may not be ready 
to embrace recovery or may struggle to find a 
sponsor or mentor.

• The lure of their old life can be difficult to 
overcome.  It may seem like the “Easier Softer 
Way”.



Success Stories of "Bridging the Gap"

• Despite the challenges, the "Bridging the 
Gap" program has helped countless 
individuals continue their recovery 
journey outside of correctional facilities.

• Success stories include individuals who 
have found employment, built strong 
support networks, and maintained long-
term sobriety. 

• The program has also helped reduce 
recidivism by providing individuals with 
the tools and resources they need to 
rebuild their lives after incarceration.



Resources

F-183 A.A. Temporary Contact/Bridging 
the Gap Request – Inside

The A.A. Bridging the Gap/Temporary 
Contact Program connects clients 
leaving a treatment facility with 
Alcoholics Anonymous in their 
community. This leaflet explains the 
procedures for those about to be 
discharged.



Resources

F-184 A.A. Temporary Contact/Bridging 
the Gap Volunteer – Outside

The A.A. Bridging the Gap/Temporary 
Contact Program connects clients 
leaving a treatment facility with 
Alcoholics Anonymous in their 
community. This leaflet explains the 
procedures for those about to be 
discharged.



Resources

F-222 Temporary Contact Volunteers -
Bridging the Gap

The Role of Prerelease

and Bridging the Gap (BTG)



Request Received by an Institution



Request Received by Others



Conclusion

• In conclusion, the "Bridging the Gap" 
program plays a critical role in helping 
individuals in recovery continue their 
journey after leaving correctional 
facilities..
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