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SUNDAY March 25, 2018 - 9:00 A.M. - WEST BALLROOM 
 

1. Opening           P. 4 

2. Review and Acceptance of Agenda       P. 8 

3. Review and Acceptance of Minutes from the  
           Fall Assembly October 29, 2017       P. 9 
     
4. District Committee Members' Reports (in pre-drawn sequence)   P. 9 

 
District 74 Pembroke ........................................................  Bill C 

District 50 Cornwall ..........................................................  Kimberley C. 
District 42 St. Lawrence International. ..............................Pat M. 
District 66 Golden Triangle............ .....................................Jenny C. 
District 78 Madawaska Valley ............................................Ann Marie V. 

District 06 Mississauga...................................................... David B. 
District 02 Malton ............................................................. Shane H. 
District 10 Toronto South Central ......................................Rob A. 

District 48 Seaway Valley North ........................................Winnie S. 
District 30 Quinte West ..................................................... Ian W. 
District 28 Lakeshore East................................................. JoAnn P. 
District 22 Scarborough .....................................................Tom S. 

District 70 Renfrew Pontiac ...............................................Seanna B. 
District 16 Distrito Hispano De Toronto .............................Victor M. 
District 18 Toronto City East.............................................. Michael A. 
District 54 Ottawa Rideau ................................................. Bartosz W. 

District 12 Toronto South West ......................................... Mark B. 
District 14 Toronto North Central.......................................Dave B. 
District 58 Ottawa Bytown ................................................ Michel D. 

District 86 Kawartha ......................................................... Larry D. 
District 62 Ottawa West .................................................... Mike B. 
District 82 Victoria Haliburton ...........................................Janice D. 
District 36 Kingston & The Islands ....................................Martin S. 

District 34 Quinte East. ......................................................Gord T 
 

5. Committee Chairpersons Reports:       P. 18 

Public Information      Les M.    
Cooperation with the Professional Community  Jim S.    

Correctional Facilities     Mac B.    
Treatment Facilities      Marty M.   
Grapevine       Robert B.   
Self-Support       Ray R.    

Archives       Eddy G.   
Service Information Day Committee   Shane H.   
 

6. Treasurer's Report       Sue B.   P. 25 

                                      Seventh Tradition 

7. Secretary's Report      James O’D.   P. 27 



ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

 3 

8. Roll Call and Registrar's Report    Amy L.   P. 27 

9. Alternate Delegate's Report     Rob M.   P. 28 

10. Delegate's Report      Kim S.    P. 29 

11. OLD BUSINESS – None         P. 30 

12. NEW BUSINESS                 P. 30 

 
A) 2018 Financial Guidelines                Sue B, Area 83 Treasurer 

B) Motion to print a poster sized version of the [Assembly] agenda and place it in the atrium.                    Michael A – D18 - DCM  

 
C) Motion that a GSR workshop be held on the Service Information Day in October [Assembly].       Russell J – D10 – Alt. GSR     
***THIS MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN**** 

 

13. SHARING TIME - WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND     P. 32 

 
14. ACCEPTANCE OF DATE AND PLACE FOR THE FALL ASSEMBLY AND SERVICE DAY   

            P. 32 
 
October 26th, 27th & 28th 2018 at the Ambassador Hotel in Kingston, Ontario 

 
15. CLOSING          P. 32 
 

 
Appendix A  -   Financial Reports    Sue B.   P. 34 
Appendix B  -   Roll Call     Amy L.      P. 37 
Appendix C -    Ask It Basket    SID   P. 38 

Appendix D -    Workshop Q & A    SID   P. 40 
Appendix E -     Proposed Spending Guidelines Sue B.   P. 44 
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March 25, 2018 Spring Assembly 
1. OPENING 
 
Good morning everyone. I’ m an alcoholic, a member of the Ajax Area Group in District 26, and my name is Kimberley M. I have the 
honor and privilege of serving as Area 83 Chairperson for the term 2017 - 2018.   
 
Let’s start this meeting with a Moment’s Silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. 
 
12 Traditions read by: Roshni P  Position: D06 – Alt GSR    
 
12 Concepts – Short Form read by: Rachel    Position: D28 - GSR   
 
Welcome everybody to the Spring Assembly. 
Did everyone enjoy the Service Information Day yesterday?  
And how about the banquet, last night? 
 
Perhaps we can give a hand for the Service Information Day Committee and for the catering staff.  
 
And thank you Tim for your wonderful talk last night. 
 
Introduction  
 
This is our third Assembly of four in this term. During the remainder of this two year term, we will be working together to provide 

continued strength and direction to A.A. in Area 83.   Our common goal during this term is to keep Alcoholics Anonymous in Area 83 

vibrant and strong. Working together is the key for continued Unity in our Area.  

 
The A.A. Service manual defines an Assembly as follows: “The Area Assembly is the mainspring of the Conference structure – the 

democratic voice of the movement expressing itself.” Just as most District tables meet monthly to oversee the affairs of A.A. in the 

District, and home Groups usually have regular business meetings, to handle matters that require a group conscience decision, the 

Assembly is the business meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous in Area 83.  

 
Area 83 stretches from Oakville in the West to Ottawa in the East, down to upper New York State and up to Algonquin Park and the 
Ottawa Valley. At last count, we have 568 Active Groups.   
 
 
Some of us have been here before as General Service Representative or Alternate, as District Committee Member or Alternate, or as 
visitors. For some, it will be their first Assembly and from personal experience it can seem overwhelming!   
 
How many of you are here today attending your first Assembly? Could you raise your hand?  That’s great !! 
 
Being in service is a great way to give back to AA. You will not be expected to learn or understand everything the first time or even 

second time.  It takes time but it will make sense.  Many of us didn’t understand what was going on at meetings at first, but in time, we 

started to understand. Service is much the same way.  So please keep coming back – welcome and enjoy the rest of the assembly. 

 
Over these two years, we will make decisions on a variety of topics. The Area Assembly, like the General Service Conference, strives 

for substantial unanimity through ample discussion. Before a vote is held, plenty of time is taken for full discussion and questions.  

It is my hope that you will return to your Groups and Districts with the feeling that you have done your part in keeping Alcoholics 

Anonymous strong and vibrant in your area and that you have had a strong voice in Area 83. With a spirit of love and cooperation, we 

will be able to get things accomplished and have some fun while we’re doing it.  

At the end of today, I hope that each of us returns home with a renewed belief that A.A. is alive and well in our Area and that our 

message of hope is being well carried to the still-suffering alcoholic. 
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I would like to remind all those present, who will be giving a report today, to give whatever highlights, are important.  Written reports, 
when submitted to our Secretary, James, will be transcribed in full in the minutes, for all in Area 83 to share. 
 
At this time I would like to introduce to you our Area Officers, Sub-Committee Chairs, Immediate and Past Delegates, appointed 
individuals and other visitors. If you could hold your applause till the end of each section it will speed things up a bit. 
 
Introduce officers 
 
On my far right, our Panel 67 Delegate,   Kim S 

On my immediate right, our Alternate Delegate,  Rob M 

On my immediate left is our Secretary,   James O’D 

Beside James is our Treasurer,    Sue B 

Beside Sue is our Registrar,    Amy L 

Our Panel 65 Immediate Past Delegate    Joyce S 

And I’m your Chairperson,     Kimberley M  

 
Area Sub-Committee Chairpersons 
 
Public Information Chairperson                  Les M 

Cooperation with the Professional Community Chairperson              Jim S 

Correctional Facilities Chairperson        Mac B 

Treatment / Accessibilities Chairperson                                         Marty M 

Grapevine Chairperson                     Robert B 

Self-Support Chairperson                      Ray R 

Archives Chairperson        Eddy G 

Service Information Day Chairperson      Shane H 

These are your Area Officers and Sub Committee Chairs for 2017- 2018   

 
I’d like to now introduce Past Delegates, people with appointed Area Service Positions and longtime Service visitors.  
Today we have with us : 
  

Panel 53 Past Delegate Roy R 

Panel 59 Past Delegate Sandy S 

Panel 61 Past Delegate Robb W 

Panel 63 Past Delegate Mel C 

And in Appointed positions we have: 
 
Area Archivist – Linda McQ 
Area Alternate Webmaster – George McQ 
 
We have with us today Service visitors: 
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Tim M Panel 67 Delegate of Area 82 
 
This is your Area executive, committees and visitors for this, our third Assembly of the term. 
 
HOUSEKEEPING 
 
Registration  
Please ensure that you have signed in to the folders at the Registration area in the Atrium. These will be available only until lunch time 
and are vitally important to our Registrar, Amy. 
 
Accessibility 
Area 83 wants to make sure that everyone is able to participate equally. 
If you need an accommodation to help with this, please see me at the break.    
Please keep the aisles and along the walls free during the meeting and also on breaks to allow people to move easily about the room.  
 
SMOKING AREA  
THE ONLY SMOKING AREA is outside, please use the disposal containers provided by the hotel. It’s unfair to expect the hotel staff 
to clean up after us. The Ambassador does not allow e-cigarettes or vaping to be used in the hotel.  If you leave this room for a smoke 
or any other reason please do so quietly.  Please do not congregate just outside the Ballroom doors since it becomes very distracting 
for those in the Ballroom. Also, please be considerate of those with perfume allergies when applying scents. 
 
NAMETAG HOLDERS  
When you leave for home this afternoon or evening, please leave your name tag holders in the boxes provided near the doors. We 
recycle them to keep our costs down. It would cost about $300 to replace all the name tag holders for an Assembly. You can do your 
part to keep costs down by returning your name tag to the boxes at the doors before you leave today.  
 
FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS  
I think it’s worthwhile to review the schedule of meetings for this term, for both this Assembly and the Area Committee: 
 
The Assembly meets twice a year – Usually the last full weekend in March and October. This afternoon we will decide on a date for 
the Fall Assembly. The Area committee, which is comprised of the Area Officers, Sub-Committee Chairs, and District Committee 
Member’s, will meet four times this year.  We have already met in Quinte West in January and we will meet in June, September and 
December. Our next Area Committee Meeting will be on June 2. 
 
A schedule of tentative dates for meetings in 2018 will be included in the minutes.  Please note that anyone can attend the Area 
Committee meeting in Quinte West.  We welcome all visitors. 
 

Year Date What Where 

2018 June 2 Approved Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 

2018 September 8 tentative Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church  

2018 October 26,27,28 Approved Area Assembly Ambassador Hotel  

2018 December 1  tentative Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 

 
On the website, you can find agendas for upcoming meetings, both for the Area Committee Meetings and for the Assemblies. The 
agenda is posted approximately 6 weeks before the date of the meeting so that all groups and districts have a chance to discuss 
upcoming motions before voting takes place. 
 
Any concerns with respect to the meeting rooms, catering for the banquet or other issues for this weekend event, should be directed 
to me not the hotel. That way, whether it affects one or all, the Area has a record of it for future Assembly weekends. Contact me prior 
to the assembly weekend so we can discuss the issue and I will be happy to contact the hotel on your behalf.  You can email me at 
chairperson@area83aa.org.  
 
SEVENTH TRADITION  

mailto:chairperson@area83aa.org
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The 7th traditions collected this weekend will help to offset the cost of this weekend.  The hotel charges us $15 per person which covers 
much more than the cost of coffee/tea/pop.  We are not charged for the majority of room rentals, or for the staff who set up and clean 
the atrium and meeting rooms over the weekend.  There are contribution cans beside the coffee urns for your convenience.  We had 
a 7th tradition Friday night, again at the banquet last night and we will have another one today.  Please keep these costs in mind when 
the 7th is being passed around.   
 
WHO VOTES? 
Only members of the Assembly may vote.  
These are:  

• All Area Officers, including the Immediate Past Delegate, but not the Chair. 

• All Area Sub-Committee Chairs  

• All District Committee Member’s of Districts in Area 83; in their absence, the Alternate District Committee Member may vote. 
 
All General Service Representative’s of Groups in Area 83, in their absence, the Group’s Alternate General Service Representative. 
In their absence, a member of the registered Group may vote. This includes the General Service Representatives of recognized 
Correctional Facilities groups.  There is one vote per person. 
 
After lunch, which is when we would expect to conduct Old and New Business, I would ask those with voting privileges to sit at the 
front, and those without votes please sit at the back section. This will make it easier for us to count votes.  
 
Just to let you know, the hotel restaurant, like yesterday, will be offering a light buffet for a cost of $12 per person, starting at noon.  
 
A.A. HAS ALWAYS PROTECTED THE VOICE AND OPINION OF THE MINORITY OPINION  
When we have a vote, unless the voting is unanimous, or if the vote was to cover items such as acceptance of minutes, I will ask if 
anyone would like to speak to the minority. To be able to do this, you must have voted with the minority on the motion.  
 
This next part may unique to A.A. If, after the minority has spoken, someone from the majority side of the vote wishes to change their 
vote, that person may make a motion to reconsider. If this motion is seconded and passes by a simple majority, we start discussion 
again on the original motion. 
 
The pace at which A.A. makes decisions may seem slow, but in truth it is measured. The goal is always to achieve a substantial 
unanimity, and the process is in place to prevent hasty, emotional decisions. 
 
CALLING THE QUESTION 
During the discussion on a motion, a member, once recognized by the Chair, may move to “call the question”. This is a motion to end 
discussion and move to the vote. This motion needs to be seconded, is not debatable, and requires a 2/3 majority to pass. If it passes, 
we go directly to the vote of the motion or amendment we were discussing. I would caution you not to use this privilege too often or too 
early – many goods points and opinions will come out in any discussions, and if discussion is prematurely cut off, we will not get to 
hear them. 
 
WHO MAY ADDRESS THE ASSEMBLY? 

• Only voting members of the Assembly have a voice. This is important for two reasons:  
o It keeps the focus on the fact that the Assembly is the business meeting of the Area – Assembly members are 

carrying and presenting their Groups’ wishes, rather than their own.  
o And it maximizes the time available for those members to voice their Groups’ opinions and needs.  

• All who are attending may say their piece during sharing time. I would ask for your cooperation on this. If you don’t have a 
vote, as I just described, please keep your input for sharing time, which is scheduled for later this afternoon. At that time 
everyone is welcome to participate and their opinions will be listened to. 

• On the topic of sharing time, please, if you can, stay until the end of the Assembly. I realize that many of us drive a long way 

to get home, and that Monday morning comes early, but the Assembly truly isn’t over until it’s over. We have asked our guests 

and visitors to have their say during sharing time, and as hosts, it’s polite to stay and hear their views. It’s also quite possible 

that something important will be said. 
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• To allow me to facilitate discussions, when you are ready to speak, please use one of the microphones around the room, and 
identify yourself by name, position, Group and District number.  

 
If you are making a floor motion for the Assembly to consider today, it would be much appreciated if you would write your motion out 
and give it to our secretary, James, before standing at the microphone.  
 
HOW DO WE VOTE? 
Alcoholics Anonymous has traditionally made decisions by ‘substantial unanimity’. In practice, this has translated to 2/3 majority which 
is 2/3 of the votes cast each time. As we cannot control who is in the room at the time of each vote, it is impractical to use the roll-call 
as the basis for the 2/3 calculation.  
 
I believe that the early part of the agenda today can be handled under simple majority – 1 vote more than 50%. I will advise you when 
I believe we should move to 2/3. If, at any time, you think that we should move to a 2/3 majority before I indicate it, remember, this is 
your meeting. Don’t hesitate to make the motion. 
 
To facilitate the voting, which today will be by show of hands, I have asked a number of non-voting attendees to help me as hand 
counters. When we return from lunch, I would ask those with a vote to sit in the front, those without to sit at the back. Ultimately, it will 
speed things up.   
 
At times, I may ask for a show of hands to get a ‘sense of the meeting’. This is not a vote, and anyone can raise his or her hand. 
 
Again, when you are ready to speak please identify yourself by name, position, Group and District number. 
 
May I have a motion to operate on simple majority? 
MOVED:  MICHAEL A – D18 - DCM SECONDED: EILLEEN S – D28 - GSR 
DISCUSSION? NONE 
All those in Favour - All All those opposed? None Any abstentions? None 
Motion was   passed. 
 
2. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  
 
Does anyone have any revisions to the agenda as distributed with respect to Old Business? 
  
None.  
 
Does anyone have revisions to the agenda as distributed with respect to New Business?  Any Floor Motions? 
 
NEW BUSINESS TO BE ADDED 
 
To be referred to as Agenda items number: 
 
12 (b) Motion to print a poster sized version of the [Assembly] agenda and place it in the atrium. 
 
Michael A – D18 - DCM  
 
12 (c) Motion that a GSR workshop be held on the Service Information Day in October [Assembly].  
 
Russell J – D10 – Alt. GSR 
 
MAY I HAVE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA AS AMENDED? 
 
MOVED:  BILL C – D74 - DCM SECONDED: DEBBIE S – D66 – PI CHAIR 
Any discussion? None 
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All those in favour? Majority  All those opposed? None  Any abstentions? 1 
Motion was passed. 
 
Breaks and Lunch are not shown as Agenda Items. With your permission, I will call for these as necessary.  
 
3. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES of the Fall ASSEMBLY, Sunday October 29, 2017 
 
Does anyone see any ERRORS OR OMISSIONS in the minutes as distributed to bring to our attention? 
 
No. 
 
May I Have a Motion to accept minutes as submitted (or amended) 
 
MOVED:  MIKE B – D62 - DCM  SECONDED: SUSAN P – D54 – GSR/REGISTRAR 
Any discussion? None 
All those in favour? Majority  All those opposed? None  Any abstentions? 2 
Motion was passed. 
 
4. DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEMBERS' REPORTS 
 (Sequence of reports have been Pre-drawn from the hat) 
 
The District committee members’ verbal reports are limited to 2 minutes.  

The 2 minute time will be controlled by the timer that was built by Denis Doyle, a past Delegate. It cycles between green, yellow, and 

red lights and ends with a buzz.  If you get the buzz please stop speaking. Written reports, which are also requested, may be as long 

as needed, and will be included, in their entirety, in the minutes of this assembly if a copy is given to James, our Secretary. To help 

keep things moving along, we have 5 chairs up here at the front to my left and I would ask that as the District reports are given, the 

District Committee Members who are “on deck” come up and wait until it is your turn. Again, I would request that all please respect the 

time allotted to them.  

 
District 74 Pembroke .................................................................... Bill C 
 

I am an alcoholic and have the privilege of serving as DCM for District 74 – Pembroke and parts of the Ottawa Valley. My home group 
is the West End Group in Pembroke. My name is Bill C 
 
A long-time member in our area, Cameron B passed away on Thursday January 18, 2018.  He had 62 years of sobriety, one day at a 
time. He was a driving force behind AA in what are now the three Districts of Renfrew-Pontiac, Pembroke and Madawaska Valley. He 
helped so many alcoholics directly through his sponsorship and mentoring and countless numbers indirectly through his Service work. 
He will be missed but his actions set an example and have created a legacy for all. 
 
In cooperation with Districts 70 and 78, we hosted a successful 75th Anniversary Founders’ Day Celebration. We had great attendance 
from all of the Districts and enjoyed a special Archives session, led by David T, former Archivist for Area 83.  
 
Financially, we are in good shape and will be making a donation to both Area and GSO this year.   
 
Two Chairs, Archives and Help Line, have had to step down. Fortunately, we have had volunteers put their name forward to fill these 
positions. We expect to finalize the change at our next District meeting.  
 
Our Spring assembly will be held on May 6, 2018 – all are welcomed. The Tri-District Service Day will be held on 16 June 2018 and 
we look forward to welcoming Kim S.  
 
I am very grateful for this opportunity to serve. Yours in Love and Service  
Bill C, District Committee Member for District 74. 
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District 50 Cornwall ...................................................................... Kimberley C (ABSENT – No Report) 
 
District 42 St. Lawrence International. ....................................... Pat M 
 

My name is Pat M. and I am an alcoholic.  My home group is the Potsdam Nooner Group, Potsdam, NY.  I currently serve as the 
District Committee Member for District 42 St. Lawrence International. 
 
District 42 serves the St. Lawrence County communities with 21 groups including a meeting each at Clarkson University and State 
University of NY at Canton.   We are providing meetings at the state and county correctional facilities, the rehab in Potsdam and at the 
State Hospital.  The detox unit will be moving to Gouverneur,  which may result in a change in the number of detox meetings that we 
serve.  
 
We are happy to report that we continue to meet our financial obligations including the Interdistrict fellowship day that successfully 
stayed within their budget.  Our Treasurer, Milner, announced that we have now switched to online banking. 
 
Sixty people attended the Inter-District Fellowship Day in February.  Our district hosted the event with District 19.  In addition to our 
local members we had members from Montreal, Ottawa, Saranac Lake, Rochester and New Jersey attending.  The theme “Our 
Fellowship of Service”  was well presented by the service panel, the speaker (Delegate from Area 47, Joe S.) and the delicious potluck 
meal.  Many thanks to Co-Chairs Dean and Ginnelle and their committee for a well planned event. 
 
We’ve struggled to fill Heidi C.’s shoes as Corrections Chair and gratefully Louise T.  and David W. stepped forward to Co-Chair the 
position.   Alan C. is now our new  PI/CPC Chair making all our positions filled once again.  Thank you all for your service to our district. 
 
A proposal was made by David L. of the Potsdam Nooner’s Group to update our website to reflect modern design and web-accessibility 
especially for those on mobile devices.  An Ad-Hoc committee was formed to take inventory of what updates are needed and the 
associated cost.  Thank you Milner and Bob S. for your work in creating the website and maintaining it all these years and thanks also 
to David L. for his suggestion for modernizing us. 
 
Sue B., Area 83 Treasurer, has graciously agreed to facilitate an inventory for our district on April 15, at the UU Church in Canton, NY.  
We look forward to her visit and the growth that is sure to come from this process. 
 
This year it is our turn to host the combined event with Districts 66 and 48, for Kim S. to give the Delegate’s report from the 68th GSO 
Conference.  To make it easier for our Canadian friends to travel, the event will be at the Dobisky Center in Ogdensburg, NY on June 
10th.  It is a beautiful location right on the river.  Other districts are welcome to join us.  Details will be on our website once they are 
finalized. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to serve AA as it has served me for years. 
 
Pat M - 315-261-2321 - DCM42@aa-stlawrenceny.org 

 
District 66 Golden Triangle………… ........................................... Jenny C 
 

Good morning I'm a member of the smiths falls Saturday night group currently serving as district committee member for district 66 I'm 
an alcoholic and my name is Jenny  
 
Up coming events for districts 66 
Round up April 14th this years theme is attitudes and actions a big shout out to our round up chair and co chair Janet C and Carrie C 
for all of their hard work. We anticipate another large crowd and another amazing day filled with fellowship.  
 
We are currently in planning mode for a service info day with district 42&48 in the works we are excited to be heading to district 42 St. 
Lawrence International. A big thank you to Debbie and Wendy from district 66 for being the contact points for both Pat and Winnie in 
helping make this happen.  

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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Now that we don't have to worry as much about the weather Attendance at meetings sits over 75% of groups in attendance. Missing 
representation from o my 6 of our 27 groups at our last district meeting. Service is alive and well in district 66.  
 
After adding accessibility's to our district  we are getting feedback from groups and we hope to have our meeting list updated to 
accurately the accessibility of each meeting.  
 
We hope that everyone had as good a weekend as we did.  
 
Yours in love and service, Jenny C - District 66  - District Committee Member   
 

District 78 Madawaska Valley ...................................................... Ann Marie V 
 

Good morning, I am an alcoholic, a member of the Gratitude group in Bancroft, it is my honor and privilege to be currently serving as 
District Committee member for district 78, my name is Anne V. 
 
On January 13, 2018, our tri-districts celebrated 75 years of Alcoholics Anonymous in Ontario. The event was hosted by Pembrooke. 
It was a very well organized event, with decorations and trivia from that time. The panels were well thought out, and very informative! 
The celebration was well attended, and the food was excellent! 
Myself, and many others from our district were also able to attend the Renfrew 46th Annual St. Patrick's Day round up on March 17, 
2018. Another great day, full of hope, love, and  fellowship!  
District 78 is busy planning for our annual Festival of Colours which will be held this year on September 29, 2018. We will be at a 
new location The Municipality of Hastings Highlands in Maynooth.  
Barbara C. Is this year's chair person for the round up. She had prepared and brought flyers to distribute at the assembly this 
weekend, I hope you all were able to find them to take back to your groups!  
Our district is doing well, with four out of six groups represented at the district table. All positions remain filled, and financially we are 
doing better.  
 
Yours In Love And Service,   Anne V 
 

District 06 Mississauga ................................................................ David B 
 

Good morning everyone. It is my humble privilege to serve as the District Committee Member for District 06 Mississauga, Oakville and 
Etobicoke. I am a member of the Lakeshore group, I am an alcoholic and my name is David B. As always it is great to be here in 
Kingston in the midst of our fellowship and I hope everyone had a great service information day yesterday. Our district is continually 
working on carrying the message of Alcoholics Anonymous. Grapevine continues to attend many group medallions, group anniversary 
and maintain a vibrant library. Corrections has been asked to look into the possibility of providing one on one meetings inside the 
institution. Treatment continues supporting Jean Tweed, Cawthra Shelter, P.A.N. and the Peel Youth village with meetings along with 
literature. Our Self Support has attended a number of home groups, is promoting founders day and uses the self support pamphlet for 
a question at each district meeting. Our Co-operation with the Professional Community is providing literature to lawyer”s offices and is 
looking into participating in a bring a professional night with the other districts. Public Information is continuing to work on getting AA 
literature into the police stations. Accessibility has provided a full questionnaire to all our district groups so as everyone can be informed 
as much as possible and Archives has been busy helping out with putting together the pamphlet and literature on the 75 th anniversary 
of AA. Although it is early days we are pretty much on par with district donations compared to last year. We will be holding our annual 
district inventory in May and thank you to our Area Delegate Kim S for agreeing to chair the meeting. We believe we have taken care 
of any unknown groups in our district and if we haven’t I know Amy will let us know. Our meeting room is full with an average of 20 
groups attending, many alternate general service representatives and guests attending. As always if myself, our district table officers, 
chair and alternate sub committee chairs can be of any assistance please do not hesitate to contact us. Have a great day and we will 
see all of you again soon. 

YLS David B - DCM District 06 

District 26 Lakeshore West …………………………………………… Dave L 
 

x-apple-data-detectors://3/
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Good morning friends, I’m an alcoholic, a grateful member of the Liverpool Group and my name is Dave. It is my honour and privilege 
to serve as the District Committee Member for District 26.   

Our District is doing well, our finances are holding and attendance has been around 70%.  We have Chair position vacancies in 
Grapevine and Archives. We are currently exploring the best approach to adding an Accessibility Chair position.    

Our "outreach" committees continue to go the extra mile.  They have reach out to important institutions in our region from hospitals 
and addictions centres to libraries, recreation centres, schools, colleges, universities and retirement residences.   

Once a month the Public Information committee has young people share their story in a youth Hostel (Joanne's house) in Ajax.  Our 
District Table recently approved moving forward with a new Youth focused A.A. Website recommended by the Public Information 
committee. 

Our Co-operation with the Professional Community committee has developed a great relationship with Durham College and the 
University of Ontario Institute of Technology.  The committee is approaching other services or institutions who could benefit from a 
better understanding of alcoholism and AA, such as Long-Term Care facilities.    

Our Treatment Chair continues to schedule groups in our district for meetings in the Renescent House in Brooklin as well as being on 
call for Bridging the Gap needs in Durham Region.    

Our Corrections and Self-support Chairs are actively promoting more focus on their areas within the District.  

Our District is looking forward to participating in the May 27 Service Day in Oshawa, with districts 28, 82 & 86. Mark your calendars for 
August 10-12 for the Lakeshore Districts’ Conference in Oshawa.     

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve. 

Dave L., DCM District 26 Lakeshore West 

District 02 Malton.......................................................................... Shane H 
 

Hello friends I’m an Alcoholic my name is Shane, District 2 is slowly recovering from a huge turnover but we are gaining steam, our 
service day was a good day with great presentations and we would like to thank Kim and rob it was nice having both the delegate and 
alt delegate At our service day as well as some support from District 6 thanks. Our newly revised operating procedures have been 
prepared and are being circulated to the groups in our district as we speak and our service day committee will have there first meeting 
at our next table meeting, 
Our bank account is small so we have no arguments about money and I must say we have had no in fighting which in AA business 
can be a rarity , anyone is invited too see how we conduct our business in district 2. 
I know District 2 will be alright because all I need to do is look and see who is next in line for DCM , yes District 2 has a strong future. 
 
Yours in service, Shane H - DCM - District 02 panel 67 

 
District 10 Toronto South Central ............................................... Rob A 
 

I am an alcoholic, a member of the Twelfth Tradition Group and currently serve as the DCM for District 10 and my name is Rob A. 
 
I am happy to report District 10 is doing great. We have a few open positions. Our district meetings are well attended. We are in a good 
financial position. We continue to put on service meetings at the Salvation Army Harbour Light Centre, CAMH, Maxwell Megan & 
Women’s Own Detox. The groups in our district look forward to putting on these service meetings. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to serve. 
 
Yours In Love & Service, Rob A 
 

District 48 Seaway Valley North .................................................. Winnie S 
 

Good Morning Friends. I’m an alcoholic and my name is Winnie. I have the 
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honor of serving as District Committee Member for District 48, Seaway Valley North. I am a grateful member of Kemptville Sunday 
Morning Study Group held at 10 A.M. at the Masonic Lodge in Kemptville. 
We continue to have good turnout at our District meetings resulting in lots of great input for arising issues. I want to extend special 
thanks for all who joined our last assembly making our district the best attended. 
Our annual Round-up held in Feb. was another huge success. There were great panels, plenty of food and fellowship and a wonderful 
dinner speaker, Sue B. (our area treasurer). From our 7th tradition, we were able to pay all our bills with some left over. The help from 
Friday night set-up right through until Sat. evening clean up was amazing. A very special thanks to Wayne L. who was the force behind 
the day. 
Our coffers have been replenished nicely, which proves one more time if we let folks know our needs, they rise to the occasion. Another 
example of that is our literature chair had to resign and we already have a willing replacement. Thanks Sharon. 
We are currently still in need of a CF/TF chair, Although the Alternate District Committee Member Wayne L. does a stellar job, rotation 
is the name of the game. 
I hope everyone has a great summer after our long long winter. 
Yours in Love and Service Winnie 
 

District 30 Quinte West ................................................................ Ian W 
 

I’m an alcoholic, member of the Alderville Pioneer Group, currently serving as District Committee Member for District 30 Quinte West, 
and my name is Ian W. 
 
Our District Committee meetings are well attended, we have some open positions at the table, and some sub committee chairs and 
officers are also GSRs, but we have recently gained a Grapevine rep, and my also see a rotation to a new web servant next month. 
Our  meeting last Sunday saw 12 of 15 , or 80% of groups represented. 
In January, we  formed an ad hoc committee to review our District Operating procedures, their recommendations are currently back at 
the group level for consideration. 
 Our District 30 roundup is being held Saturday, April 28 , in Brighton, 9:00 am start time.This year’s  theme is Love and Service , it’s 
a 7th tradition event with a pot luck lunch. We have provided fliers this weekend or take a look on our web site for location.  
We had some discussion at the District after the last Area meeting about the  coffee costs listed at the Area Assembly. It has been 
explained that this item in the spending guidelines also includes the use of some meeting rooms , service and cleanup of the 
refreshment area, etc. The cost of which is to be recovered by the 7th tradition at the Assembly. We also agreed there is always a 
shortfall. 
 A motion was put forth, by our ADCM, Rick, that we resume taking a 7th at our District meetings, and contribute the proceeds to the 
7th  at the Assembly. The motion passed with a friendly amendment to make the funds available to those  in our District to attend the 
Assembly, and then contribute the remainder to the Area. 
Thank you to the Service Information Day Committee for the opportunity to serve yesterday.  
 
Yours in love and service, Ian W., District 30 DCM 

 
District 28 Lakeshore East .......................................................... JoAnn P 
 

Good morning, I am an alcoholic serving as District Committee Member for District 28 Lakeshore East – my home group is Courtice 
12 & 12 and my name is JoAnn.   

The first quarter of 2018 finds District 28 in a flurry of activity.  Our Co-operation with the Professional Community and Public Information 
Committees adopted a joint meeting with the intent of drawing more group representation.  I am happy to report that this seems to be 
the case.  Both committees continue to have separate and distinct responsibilities and chairpersons yet conduct one meeting in the 
interest of conserving time.  Group representatives are happy with the change and the Chairpersons, Dan L and Rose M, are feeling 
comfortable with the format.  Both committees are active and have been hitting the pavement doing presentations and delivering 
literature. 

District 28 along with District 26 Lakeshore West continue to bring the A.A. message to treatment and corrections in the area.  Our 
Archives Chairperson is compiling group histories.  Our Grapevine Chairperson is reminding the groups of the power of the meeting in 
print as well as all the products that are available.   
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District 28 and District 26 continue to work together in the spirit of cooperation.  District 28 Alternate District Committee Member, Eileen 
S, has been working with District 26 on Alcathon Procedures and the 2018-2019 Interchange Schedule.   

Just when we thought all positions at the District were filled, we are in search for a new treasurer.  Thank you to Paul B (current 
secretary and past treasurer) for stepping into this position on a temporary basis until the role can be filled.  

Spring is a time of renewal and we invite you to the 31st Annual Lakeshore District 28 East Spring Round-up Saturday, April 14th at the 
LVIV Hall in Oshawa.  The theme is “Stepping into Freedom”.  Tickets will be available at the door at a cost of $10 plus potluck lunch 
donation.  We look forward to another amazing turnout! 

Districts 26, 28, 82 & 86 will be holding a joint Service Information Day, Sunday May 27th at the Alano Club in Oshawa, 200 Thornton 
Road North.  Panel 67 Delegate Kim S will give her report on the 68th General Service Conference.  The General Service Conference 
theme is A.A. – A Solution for All Generations and we will have 3 districts give presentations on topics related to the theme.  We have 
invited the participating district’s sub committee chairs to attend with their displays.  Refreshments will be served.  Start time is 1:30 
pm and we look forward to seeing everyone there. 

Lastly, I would like to remind everyone of the 46th annual Lakeshore Districts Conference August 10 – 12th in Oshawa at the LVIV Hall.  
The theme is “A Better Way”.  The website is aaldc.org. Please take a look and if you are itching for a road trip – consider our 
Conference in August.  We would love to see you. 

Yours in Love and Service,   JoAnn P - District Committee Member  - Lakeshore District 28 East  

District 22 Scarborough  .............................................................. Tom S 
 

      Hi Everybody; I’m an alcoholic, member of the Saturday Morning Discussion Group in Toronto, DCM, (District Committee Member) 
of Scarborough District 22. My name is Tom S.  
 
      Scarborough District 22 is represented at the Information AA Day Committee. It will be held on Saturday May 27 at the 519 
Community Centre. Theme: Legacy of Service. It is being put on by Greater Toronto Area Intergroup and the Districts of the GTA. Kim 
S. our Delegate, will be presenting her report from the General Service Conference which she will have just attended. Featured speaker 
will be Jennie H. Immediate Past Delegate from Area 86, north-western Ontario who has 40 years of sobriety. $5 includes lunch. 
      The following week-end the East Toronto Archives Breakfast will be held on Sunday June 3 at the QSSIS Banquet Hall, cohosted 
with Toronto East District 18. We will have a long-timer speaker, archives display and the short film “History of AA – A Canadian 
Perspective”. Look for our flyer posted on the Area website, as well as an article in the GTA Intergroup newsletter, Better Times. 
      Our Scarborough District Service Day Committee is planning our 40th Service Day, Still Going Strong, for September. There will be 
service panels, speakers, and a free lunch. In the evening there will be a social with DJ for $10. September might seem a long way 
away, but the committee doesn’t meet during the summer, so we’re getting the ground work done now. 
      Our Secretary resigned due to health concerns, so our Registrar moved into that position and is learning the Secretary’s duties. 
We are expecting to have a Registrar at our next District table.  
      Corrections meetings are continuing to be put on at the Metro East Detention Centre on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, 
assuming that there isn’t a lock-down. 
      Weekly Treatment meetings continue to be put on at the Scarborough General Hospital. 
      Public information continues to place pamphlets in Community Centres. 
      We just sent more money to Area and GSO. 
      We are visiting groups that have not been attending the District meetings and inviting them to participate in service at the District 
level. 
      All the best! 
      Tom S.    DCM,  Scarborough District 22 

 
District 70 Renfrew Pontiac ......................................................... Seanna B 

 
Good morning everyone. What a great weekend this has been, thank you to everyone who made it possible. 
  
The most current news from District 70 is sad news;  we have recently lost two long timers.  
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Shirley H.  42 yrs. Douglas Group;  and Ron R. 42 yrs. Renfrew Group. Shirley and Ron were both good members of AA , carried the 
message. They will be greatly missed. Shirley , Ron, R.I.P. 
It’s been a busy start to 2018.  
It was great to be part of  the Founders’ Day event, January 13th,  hosted by District 74. Celebrating 75 years of AA in Ontario, an 
opportunity to honour members past, and present who have been carrying the message for many years.  
March 17th, our 46th annual St .Patrick’s Day Round Up was a terrific day. The theme was “Family Disease, Family Recovery” with 
wonderful AA and Al Anon speakers. Over 300 people attended, the countdown revealing 2,500 yrs of sobriety in one room! Very 
powerful, very inspiring. 
On April 20, Douglas Group will be celebrating 38 years with a Traditions Night , and Fellowship. Congrats to Douglas Group.  
Seems there’s always something going on in District 70! 
Our monthly meetings are well attended by GSRs, chairs are full ( we have a bit off help ,  acting chair, and neighbouring chair) happy 
to report all is good. Two groups were in jeopardy of having to fold, thanks to dedication  of a couple of members, those groups are 
alive and well. 
Looking forward to being part of the Tri District event happening in a few months, along with Districts 74 and 78, 
I’m so grateful , It is an honour and a privilege to be of service , thank you. 
  
Yours in Love and Service.  - Seanna 

 
District 16  Distrito Hispano De Toronto ..................................... Victor M 
 
VERBAL REPORT GIVEN – NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
District 18 Toronto City East ....................................................... Michael A 
 
VERBAL REPORT GIVEN – NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
District 54 Ottawa Rideau ............................................................ Bartosz W 
 

Good morning everyone, I am the District Committee Member for District 54 Ottawa Rideau, my home group is Search for Serenity on 
Wednesday nights on Old Tenth Line Road, I am an alcoholic and my name is Bartosz. 
 
Our District is doing very well.  All service positions at our Table are filled with Group representation remaining at approximately 50%.  
Elaine H. has volunteered to fill the position of Grapevine Representative left vacant by Richard C.  Elaine will have big shoes to fill but 
her energy and enthusiasm leaves no doubt she will succeed.  Elaine will be present at the Ottawa Spring Conference on Saturday, 
May 12 and will also attend Ottawa’s next Service Day, which is scheduled for Saturday, June 9.  District 58 is hosting the Service Day 
event along with help from District 54 and 62.  We invite all in the Area to come join us in Ottawa to get the summer started with service. 
 
At our District’s February 1 meeting we voted on and approved version 1.5 of our Operating Procedures.  These formalized the changes 
to our Grapevine Representative guidelines mentioned at the last Assembly, as well as passed the concept of the quorom, which 
requires a minimum of 3 GSRs being present to have a simple majority and 4 GSRs present for a 2/3 majority.  The quorom requirement 
was put in due to not having a reasonable amount of GSRs present during holidays to form an informed group conscience.  With these 
changes now in place we hope to have provided clarity to our service representatives going forward. 
 
On February 13, we were approached by the Ottawa Chair for Intergroup in order to obtain feedback on a motion to put Alkathon and 
Canadathon under the Intergroup operating structure.  This would put both events more in line with AA Traditions, reducing risk of 
potential conflicts such as outside entity association or breakage of personal anonymity at the level of public relations.  Also discussed 
was distribution of funds, where Ottawa Intergroup would cover both events if they were short on cash, and both events would also 
cover Intergroup if they were short on paying for their new part-time employee or on future renovations.  Monica V. who was on the 
committee for Canadathon advised us that they would decline such a move since Canadathon had no tradition conflicts last time and 
cash flow was abundant.  We brought all this up at our last District meeting and voted unanimously to disapprove any motion by 
Intergroup to put the events under their umbrella.  This feedback was then sent to Intergroup for their discretion.  
 
Yours in gratitude for service, 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://3/


ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

 16 

Bartosz W. 
 

District 12 Toronto South West ................................................... Mark B 
 
VERBAL REPORT GIVEN – NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
District 14 Toronto North Central ............................................... Dave B 
 
VERBAL REPORT GIVEN – NO REPORT SUBMITTED 
 
District 58 Ottawa Bytown ........................................................... Michel D (absent – Report by Kim B - ADCM) 
 

District 58 Ottawa Bytown 
Hi, my name is Kim B. and I am an alcoholic, a member of the Twelve Steps to Serenity Group and am currently serving District 58 
Ottawa Bytown as its Alternate District Committee Member. First, Michel would like to apologize for not being here, he is out of province 
on business.  
  
The news is positive from our district. Attendance has been very good at our meetings since the beginning of 2017 and we also 
welcomed two new groups at our most recent meeting. We are financially sound and were able to provide help to groups who cannot 
afford to send their representative to come to the Assembly. We hope that this will be but a first step in increasing attendance at the 
Assembly for District 58 groups and that this increase is permanent in the future. Given our present advantageous financial position, 
Michel intends to table a motion to make a financial contribution to the Area at our district meeting in April. 
  
In addition, our district is hosting this year’s Gratitude Day, which is held on a rotating basis between the 3 Ottawa districts, 54 and 62 
being the other two. Gratitude Day is the responsibility of ADCMs and I am responsible this year. This year’s event will take place at 
Ottawa City Hall on Saturday, June 9. Our delegate to New York, Kim S. has gracefully agreed to come and present her report from 
attending the General Service Conference in New York. I have also also invited all of the committees to make presentations at the 
event.  
 
Plans are underway to once again for the Canadathon on July 1st.  All are welcome! 
  
Yours in service, Kim B., Alternate District Committee Member on behalf of Michel D., District Committee Member, District 58 Ottawa 
Bytown 
 

District 86 Kawartha ..................................................................... Larry D 
 

I am the DCM  for District 86 my name is Larry D . It is an honour to carry the message for our district.  Our district is rolling along 
rather peacefully; finances we are strong and groups well represented at the district table. At present we are seeking a person to fill 
the position of chairperson of the treatment committee, all others are filled, for the time being Tim F our Alt DCM is filling in the 
vacancies. The Kawartha District Conference is set for June 22-23.  Tickets need to be purchased in advance if you plan on attending 
the banquet @ $31 or if you just want the Conference tickets can be purchased at the door @ $15, all are welcome. 

Two new groups have started up one is called “The last train home” the other “The free thinkers” a group for agnostics. 

All in all our district is in good shape. 

Thank you and God bless. - Larry D 

District 62 Ottawa West ............................................................... Mike B  
 

Good morning, I am an alcoholic. A member of the Westboro Big Book Study  in Ottawa and have the honour and privilege of serving 
as the District Committee Member (DCM) for District 62 Ottawa West, my name is Mike B. 
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-District 62 is in good shape Spiritually and financially. All our commitments are being met. Attendance at our District meetings are at 
a steady pace and all our service positions are filled except for District secretary. Our Alternate District Committee Member had to step 
down in February and we held an election in March and Frank V. let his name stand and was elected to the position. Frank brings 
many years of Service experience to the table and we wish him well in his duties.  And he is present at this Assembly. 
 
-We hit the ground running this year and held our annual  General Service Representative Workshop (GSR) and Pot-Luck on  January 
8th. The night was facilitated  by our very own Area 83 Treasurer and past DCM of District 62, Sue B. It was well attended despite the 
inclement weather that January brings. 
 
-On February 12th-2018 our Public Information/Cooperation with the Professional Committee (CPC/PI) held  its first ever ‘Bring a 
Professional Night’ at our District hall. There were many Professionals  in attendance and the Committee is planning a repeat of the 
event this Fall. 
 
- Keeping in the vein of Public Information, District 62 has extended a challenge to all our groups with an A.A. Awareness Builder 
challenge. What is the A.A. Awareness Builder?  
It is 50 small A.A. pamphlets displayed in a cardstock holder.  It serves as a gentle way to increase awareness of A.A. for people 
visiting the offices of local professionals.  It helps people who may have a problem with alcohol become aware that there is a solution; 
that they are not alone. The Awareness Builder is displayed in an area of a professional’s office so that individuals may discreetly pick 
up a pamphlet.  For example, physicians, legal professionals, clergy, employers, employee assistance professionals, police and 
educators are all professionals who may have a strong influence on people with alcohol problems.  The program also helps to 
strengthen each participating professional's understanding and support of A.A. 
 
-The Ottawa Service day is being held again this year and will be hosted by District 58 with the collaboration of Districts 54 & 62. It will 
be held June 9 at The Ottawa City Hall. Our Delegate has been invited to give her General Service Conference report 
 
-This seems to be the year of Group Inventories. Many of our groups have requested District 62 to facilitate an inventory and requests 
keep coming.  I have also been asked to facilitate our annual Alkathon’s Inventory in April. It’s great to see Groups wanting to remain 
healthy. 
 
-Ottawa Intergroup will be hosting the 39th annual Spring Conference on May 12-2018 at St. Anthony’s Banquet Hall. All District 
Committee Members have a flyer to bring back to their Districts.  
 
 
-In closing, I would like to thank the members of District 62 for being the driving force behind a healthy and Spiritual District and allowing 
me to Serve. “Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.” I see that Principle alive and well 
in 
AA in Ottawa and I am blessed and grateful to have the opportunity to be part of it. “Enthusiasm breeds Enthusiasm!” 
Yours in Love & Service,  
Mike B.  - District Committee Member - Ottawa-West, District 62 
 

District 82 Victoria Haliburton ..................................................... Janice D 
 

Good morning everyone.  My name is Janice D and I am an alcoholic and a member of Minden Centennial Group in Minden.  I am 
currently serving as District Committee Member for District 82- Victoria/Haliburton. 
 
Our district is doing very well and meeting our financial responsibilities. Our District meetings have been well attended with at least 
80% attendance.   Our operating budget was a bit low but some healthy donations brought it back to a respectable balance. Our 
treasurer, Todd has transferred our banking to TD so we now  have online banking. 
 
Because of this we will be able to offer the purchasing of tickets on line by e transfer for our conference on May 5th at the Victoria Park 
Armoury in Lindsay.  You can purchase tickets in advance by emailing – toad449@hotmail.com.  This year’s theme is “There is a 
Solution” and tickets are $15 for  the day which includes lunch and $25 for full day including catered banquet.  Banquet speaker is 
Martin A. From Hamilton and flyers are available. 

mailto:toad449@hotmail.com
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We are participating in a Service Information Day on Sunday May 27th with Districts 26, 28 and 86 at the Alano Club in Oshawa and 
looking forward to hearing our delegate, Kim S. give her report on the 68th General Service Conference  and participating in the 
workshops. 
 
Have a safe and pleasant drive home.  Happy Easter!!! 
 
Yours in Love and Service, Janice D 

 
District 36 Kingston & The Islands ............................................. Martin St-L 
 

It’s an honor to serve as the DCM of district 36 Kingston and the Island. I truly believe that this is a strong district and it’s great to have 
the chance to recover in such a powerful fellowship community. We conducted a District inventory Chaired by Sandy S, and it was nice 
to see that we are willing to work together in one common goal, to carry the message of AA. Thanks Sandy it was awesome. 

If you heard that district 36 is not going well. I will have to disagree. We have a majority of GSR in our monthly meeting. We only have 
one vacant position for service in our district (archive). Institution have outside escort for two AA group now. We work on finding the 
best way to do the phone line service. We changed the way we serve treatment facility to make sure we never let a room empty. We 
work on our procedure and Guideline. 

Is it perfect NO! Do we have heated discussion yes!  

But this is what a strong district do. It is not a few but the district as a whole who will wright the next page of the history book. 

And once again I am proud member of the district and will not change it with any other. 

Martin St-L - DCM district 36 - In love and tolerance in service. 

 
District 34 Quinte East. ................................................................ Gord T 
 
VERBAL REPORT GIVEN – NO REPORT SUBMITTED 

 
Call for any Districts not represented: 50.  
 
Thank you to all District Committee Members for their reports. If you didn’t already give your report to James, please send it to him this 
week, so he can include it in the minutes. 
 
5.  COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Committee member’s reports are not time-limited. Rather, we rely on the member’s humility and compassion to keep their reports as 
brief as possible while still giving the Assembly a description of their activities in our Area. As with the Districts, written reports are 
requested. I would ask each committee member to remain at the podium after their report to answer questions from the floor. 
 
Public Information       Les M 
 
Hello everyone, I'm a alcoholic, a member of the Foxboro Friendship Group in District 34, Quinte East,  with much gratitude I have the 
privilege to serve Area 83 as Public Information Chair. My name is Les M. 
Special thanks to all of you that attended the Public Information Workshop yesterday and also many thanks to all of you who came to 
the PIC / CPC meeting last night. 
I receive the minutes from  different Districts in our Area 83, these make great reading and keeps me informed on what is happening 
with the PI Committees,  thanks to all of you that take the time to send me your minutes. from seeing what's in these, Public Information 
is alive and well in Area 83. 
I've being invited to setup a P.I.display on April 28, 2018 at the Adult Children of Alcoholics Conference in Toronto, I'll be there. 
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The Newsletter for the Cooperation with the Professional Community {C.P.C} and  Public Information Committee { P.I.C.} is out and I 
would like to thank our CPC Chair Jim S and our Editor, Past Delegate Joyce S for all there work for making this a success. We'll do 
this again for our Fall Assembly. 
I have Workbooks and PI Kits for sale. 
You can reach me at:  picarea83@gmail.com 
On a closing note," If no one told you today that they love you let Me be the First". 
Yours in Love, Service, Hugs and Fellowship in A.A. - Les M 
 
Cooperation with the Professional Community    Jim S 
 
Hi friends, I am an alcoholic, a member of The Sunday Nighters Group in District 82 Victoria/Haliburton, and my name is Jim S.  I am 
honoured to be serving you as your Cooperation with the Professional Community Chair. 

First of all I would like to thank the three ladies who graciously said they would help me out yesterday and take part in my workshop.  
They all did an amazing job so thank you to Kelly B Dist. 18 CPC Chair and the Chair for the Toronto Intergroup CPC Committee, 
Laurie J CPC Chair for Dist. 30 Quinte West and Barb C CPC Chair for Dist. 78 Madawaska Valley. 

Things have been quiet for me, no invitations to help out the Districts but I have had several phone calls asking for information or 
direction on things that have come up with certain Districts.  I hope I have guided them with what they needed. 

I am glad to see that at least three Districts have already had or are planning Bring a Professional Night.  These take a lot of planning 
and I want to thank the respective committees for all their hard work.  I understand the one held by the two Lakeshore Districts and the 
one held by the Ottawa Intergroup both went well. 

I also want to thank those who attended the combined PI/CPC meeting last night.  I feel it was a meeting filled with good sharing.  I 
believe this sharing helps some Districts with problems they may be having or giving them new ideas to try. 

Les M your PI Chair and myself have worked together to put out the first edition of the combined PI/CPC newsletter for this term.  If 
any of the District CPC Chairs have any ideas on what we can include or do to make it better please contact me at cpc@area83aa.org. 

I did receive a strange, email from the General Service Office; at least I thought it was strange, asking me to get in touch with a member 
of Al-Anon who had contacted the GSO.  It mentioned maybe we could find ways for A.A. and Al-Anon to cooperate.  I did contact her 
thinking I might spend maybe 10 or 15 minutes talking with her.  It turned into an hour and a half conversation, what a wonderful woman 
to talk with.  She has 25 years in Al-Anon and holds the Public Outreach position.  I knew nothing of the service structure for Al-Anon 
and now have a deep respect for their program.  She not only looks after Cooperation with the Professionals, but Public Information 
and Corrections.  The area she looks after is from Cornwall to Windsor.  We did discuss a couple of things and I will be talking with her 
again.  This is her first year in the position and I did mention that I rotate out at the end of this year and it would be up to the new CPC 
Chair for the Area to pursue from then on.  I am not sure where this will go with trying to keep within our singleness of purpose. 

I want to thank all the Districts that send me their minutes.  I do read them, they help me keep informed on what is going on within the 
Districts.  If you do not send them to me please put me on you mailing list. 

In closing I want to remind you that I have been elected as a resource for you to use.  If I can be of any help please contact me at 
cpc@area83aa.org or phone 705-374-5497. Wishing you all a safe trip home. 

Yours in the Love and Service of A.A. - Jim   

Correctional Facilities       Mac B 
 
Good day friends.  I am an alcoholic, a grateful member of the Get Well Group in Kingston, and it is my honour and privilege to serve 
as the Correctional Facilities Chair for Area 83 and my name is Mac. 
 
Since the Fall Area Assembly  I have received a good number of Bridging the Gap (BTG) requests and was able to pass them on to 
the appropriate Areas and Districts. 
 

mailto:cpc@area83aa.org
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I received a Corrections Activity Update from Diana Lewis, the Corrections Coordinator at the General Service Office (GSO) in New 
York. Here is an update on the additional considerations from the Conference Corrections Committee: 
 
- A letter was created to be sent to corrections professionals in Canada raising awareness about the Corrections Correspondence 
Service (CCS) in Canada and summarizing its benefits. The letter was targeted to those roles who have daily contact with inmates: 
activity coordinators, counsellors and social workers. 
 
-A postage-paid envelope was implemented to reduce the initial postage cost for inside Canadian member to sign up for the 
CCS.  Samples have been mailed out to incoming Corrections, Bridging the Gap, and H and I Area Chairs and Delegates in Canada. 
 
- A memo was sent out to Canadian Delegates and District Committee Members sharing a brief history of how CCS started at the 
ground level, to be shared with Canadian members at the local level. 
 
- The CCS request form for inside members was added to the Corrections Committee page on GSOs AA website, in order to make it 
more accessible to local corrections committee members. 
 
- Ways to offer CCS via email were explored.  The CCS matches will continue to be randomly based on a physical address that is 
two regions away.  Once an insider and outsider have made contact, they can switch to email if mutually agreed.  Various email 
services are offered at some Correctional Facilities. 
 
- The pamphlet Many Paths to Spirituality was added to the Corrections Kit to aid local committee work to carry the message ;to 
incarcerated Native American-First Nations-Inuit People. 
 
- AAWS received and approved a request to produce versions of the video A New Freedom that are dubbed in French and Spanish 
to make the AA  message more accessible. This project is in progress. 
 
- The first National Corrections Conference was held in St. Louis, MO on November 10-12.  There were 35 States, including the 
territory of Puerto Rico, and 4 Canadian Provinces represented.  It was a huge success.  Over 389 AA members involved in 
corrections service attended.  The second National Corrections Conference will be held in Portland, Maine on November 2-4.  I hope 
to be able to attend and represent Area 83. 
 
There are two proposals to 2018 Conference Committee on Corrections. 
 
- The discussed a proposal for a new pamphlet for long-term incarcerated inmates.  The Committee agreed to forward to the 2018 
Conference Committee on Corrections the proposal to develop a new pamphlet focused on long-term incarcerated alcoholics soon to 
be released. 
 
- Flyer entitled Pre-release Information for AAs on the inside is available on GSOs AA website. 
 
- The pamphlet It Sure Beats Sitting in a Cell is also available on GSOs AA website. 
 
Finally I want to thank all those Districts in the Area for sending me your Minutes.  I read them all.  And thank you for your service to 
the Incarcerated Alcoholics across our Area. 
 
Yours in Love and Service - Mac B. 
Panel 67 Correctional Facilities Chair 
Area 83 Eastern Ontario International 
 
Treatment /Accessibility       Marty M 
 
Hello everyone, I am a grateful alcoholic, member of the Open Hands Group in District 6 Mississauga and privileged to serve as your 
Treatment/Accessibilities chair for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International; my name is Marty. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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The total for 2017 is 93 Bridging the Gap requests. So far this year I have received and sent out 24 BTG requests, last year at this time 
there were 19. I want to say a heartfelt thank you to those who take on these requests and contact these newcomers.  

I must share this success story with you; and I do have permission to so: 

I received an email from my service sponsor Wayne from Orangeville ON, which is in District 25, Area 86. He got a Bridging the Gap 
request from a woman attending a meeting while still in Treatment. This young lady was returning home to Verdun, Montreal. I 
immediately went to the Area 87 Website and found the BTG coordinator. There was a phone number, so I called it and spoke to 
Richard. He was glad that I called and more than happy to take care of this. 
A few days later I received an update from my friend “Wayne! A man named Richard who lives in Verdun got in contact with me right 

away! It looks like there’s a woman who will pick me up to go to a meeting as soon as I’m back”! 😊 

On January 1st, I got this grateful news: 
Hi Wayne! Thanks so much for helping me get connected. I went to a Sunday morning AA meeting and it felt like the Orangeville 
group’s doppelgänger ha ha. I joined the group, and they’re having me come in early this month to set up chairs and wash dishes after. 
Who knew I’d be excited to be asked to do such awful sounding things. I had a great New years and I hope you did too. Wish everyone 
at the group a happy new Years for me Please! 
It’s hearing stories like this that make me so happy and truly grateful to play a part in this. 
Because of our BTG form on the Area 83 website, I have been contacted by Treatment centres in British Columbia and Manitoba 
seeking a temporary AA contact for their clients. So, thank you to our Webmaster Jim Ritchie for setting this up. One counsellor from 
Manitoba even asked if I could help with a BTG returning home to Saskatchewan. I was happy to put her in touch with the Area 91 
Treatment/Accessibilities chair as well as the Alternate Delegate there. I am often contacted by Area 86 with BTG requests as well. 

Accessibility means Dignity and inclusivity. Each time someone who is bound to a wheelchair, arrives at a meeting and has to ask for 
help to open a door; gets a shot to their dignity. Needs to ask for chairs be moved so they can get through; loses some dignity. 
Discovers that the washroom is not accessible? How is that for your dignity? What about someone who perhaps has low vision, wants 
to purchase a Big Book or twelve and twelve, but the group’s library doesn’t stock them in large print version?  

This quote is from the General Service Board Trustees Accessibilities Material committee “people are not the ones with the barriers. 
The barriers are what we want to overcome as a fellowship to provide access to our life-saving message of recovery. The work 
completed to date is great and there are still some potential beneficial changes that are needed.  
This from G.S.O: 
A.A s are becoming more aware of alcoholics with special needs. As a result, "Special Needs" or "Accessibility" committees are forming 
in a growing number of areas and districts. These committees reach out to deaf or hard or hearing, blind, physically disabled, or 
homebound members. 
A five-volume video of the Big Book in American Sign Language was produced several years ago and has been well-received by the 
deaf community. We recently 
completed an A.S.L. version of the Twelve and Twelve on video. The Big Book 
and Twelve and Twelve have been available in Braille for many years. In addition, 
Daily Reflections and three recovery pamphlets are also available in Braille. 

I was recently invited to attend the District 26 meeting to give a brief talk on Accessibility. I was happy to share on the importance of 
Accessibility committees, and its function. Also, some suggestions on what can be done at the district and group level.  

I have taken over as the interim chair for the Greater Toronto Accessibility Committee, as the previous chair has stepped down. One 
thing that we are working on is updating the group meeting lists. Some groups are listed as Accessible, when in fact they really are 
not. Just because the building has a wheelchair ramp and a push button door, doesn’t mean that it’s fully accessible. In our Accessibility 
workbook it states that the minimum for a group to say it’s accessible is the entrance and washroom. We are asking the GSR’s to bring 
back a completed checklist from their group and we will have Intergroup update the meeting list on the website and the printed version 
to say what is and what is not.  

That’s it for now. Thank you all for my sobriety. 

Yours in Love and Service, Marty   

Grapevine        Robert B 
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Area 83 Grapevine Chair Robert B. of the Rexdale United Group. 
 
Subscription Grapevine magazine USA $28.97 
Subscription for Canada 
Subscription Grapevine magazine $35.00 (US) = I paid Jan 2018 ($41.32 CDN)  
Subscription Online Grapevine magazine $34.97 (US) 
Subscription combines both the printed magazine and complete online access $49.97 (US)  
 
NEW ANDROID Grapevine Subscription App and iPhones and iPads $23.88 (US)   
NEW BOOKS-Voices of Women in AA is selling very well.   
NEW SPANISH BOOK - Un Dia A La Vez (one day at a time) 
 
 The AA grapevine subscription challenge – Ont. 26 new subscriptions. (NY 110) 
(New subscription is one that has not been active in the past 6 months) 
 
The Carry the Message Project (CTM) is to sponsor Grapevine and La Vina subscriptions 
for alcoholics in need.  
- Best way is to give a Grapevine subscriptions to your Correctional or Treatment Chair. 
- jbryan@aagrapevine.org to arrange anonymous CTM subscriptions for alcoholics behind bars. 
                                                   
FREE STUFF Your Experience, Strength, and Hope. Submit Your Photos, Art, and Jokes,  
gveditorial@aagrapevine.org   Editorial Dept. 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
 
Free on aagrapevine.org   Sobriety Calculator.        I-Poll 
 
                           Want to share a two day event with the greater AA Community? 
                           You can post on the grapevine website calendar of event.  
 
Thanks to work shop speakers/presenters Kerri and Roy. 
 
 
We encourage every AA Group to buy at least one subscription of the Grapevine magazine for their library to display and sell or just 
give away to a newcomer. 
 
The best way for the fellowship to know and understand Grapevine is to have it available at the group level. 
 
Thanks Robert B. Area 83 Grapevine Chair               grapevine@area83aa.org                       
 
Self-Support        Ray R 
 
I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Last Chance Group, in district 2, my name is Ray R. I have the honour and privilege of serving as 
ares 83 Self Support Chair, and what an honour. 
 
9 out of 26 districts are without S/S chairs. No change from my last report. Approximately 1/3rd but thats a good thing, cause as we 
know, anyone involved in active service, is in fact, participating in Self Support. 
 
There seems to be a turn over of district chairs, I have spent some time getting acquainted with, and passing on what information I 
have to get them off to a smooth start. 
  
Self support was off to a slow start at the beginning of my term, but it seems to be gaining momentum as time goes by. While I haven’t 
been invited to events, it seems the District Chairs have been making my job a little easier for me. Some chairs have been visiting 
some groups and giving their own presentations, which is a good thing, and I also attended the District 2 service where a district chair 
was put on the presentation, and I was there only for support. She did an amazing Job.  

mailto:jbryan@aagrapevine.org
mailto:gveditorial@aagrapevine.org
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I really enjoyed the workshop yesterday, it was well attended, interactive, and had plenty of comments..I’d like to thank Zobie G, and 
Steve S for their participation in the workshop. 
 
I enjoy sharing the workshop with our treasurer, as she does an amazing job explaining where the money goes, and gently emphasizing 
the need for more donations, which we know is a huge part of self support and that allows me to focus on other areas of self support,. 
like service commitments, sponsoring new comers, and 12 step calls, and other activities. 
 
We had a successful subcommittee meeting last night in the Toronto room with the largest turn out ever. It was full of enthusiasm and 
that can be contagious, which is a good thing.cause as we know, when you feel good about a particular experience,  you tend to be 
more generous about your contributions..which was the basic theme of my workshop yesterday. It was interesting to learn how the 
different chairs are carrying the message of self support to the groups in their district..each district is as unique as the individuals, but 
with one common message. 
 
I continue to meet with the GTA self support chairs at the Toronto intergroup office, and as usual, its always productive..at our last 
meeting we discussed the idea of having a founder day donation drive. And what it is, is in recognition of founders day I’d like to 
encourage individuals, groups, and districts to have a special donation, aside from your 7th, with the proceeds going to any entity of 
your choice. While I’m not concern with how much money was collected, or where the money was donated, I would like to know if your 
district participated, and maybe share your experience. I have made up so flyers and deposited them in the DCM folders, and I will 
also include them in my next report to the area self support chairs. 
 
Please continue to send me your reports, and know that I’m available for any of your service events. I can be reached at 
selfsupport@area83.org.  
Yours in love and service Panel 67 Area 83 
Self Support Chair 
Ray R 
  
Archives         Eddy G 
 
Good morning everyone, I am an alcoholic, a member of the Beaches Group & serve as your Area 83 Archives Chairperson and my 
name is Eddy G. 
 
GTA Archives Committee meetings- I have been attending these monthly meetings held at the GTA Intergroup Office Boardroom the 
second Friday of each month.  Nine districts attend-02, 06, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 22 & 26.  It is great to hear how the districts are growing 
in archives.  
The 75 Years of AA in Ontario Commemorative Booklet-  has been produced.  The 2018 Ontario Regional Conference (ORC) 
Committee had asked the GTA Archives Committee to produce this booklet.  I hope everyone has taken a copy.  There are some at 
the table.    
 
District Minutes- Thank you to all the districts for sending me your district minutes.   
 
The Archives Workshop – held yesterday. 
We had 25 people in attendance.  David T. our Immediate Past Area 83 Archivist presented an overview on Archives and Linda McQ. 
our Area 83 Archivist presented a District Archives Survey & Questionnaire and Typical Contents of a District Archives.  This was 
followed by an open forum discussion.  Thank you Linda & David for your presentations. 
General Service Conference Items- I read out the four items which required no discussion. 
Two items of particular awareness are:  
1. Review draft of proposed publication, Our Great Responsibility: Selections of Bill W.’s General Service Conference Talks, 1951-
1970. 
2. Consider request from the AA Grapevine Board to post the 2017 General Service Conference presentation, “AA Grapevine and La 
Vina” on AA Grapevine’s You Tube Channel. (in audio) 
 



ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

 24 

Area 83 Archives Committee Meeting – was held last night. 16 people attended.  It was great to hear what members were doing in 
their districts- group histories, oral histories of long-timers & taking photos of group locations & meeting room setups. 
  
Archives Display Room- Thank you to all the Districts & GTA Archives for bringing & setting up your displays.  Also Paddy A. from the 
GTA Archives Committee for setting up the movie “History of AA- A Canadian Perspective”.  I hope everyone had a chance to see the 
displays & the movie. 
 
“The Eighty-Three” Archives Newsletter- is out.  David T. put it together.  Thank you to Peter N., Bryan D’S. & David T. for the articles. 
The GTA Archives Committee paid for all the printing.  To all DCM’s I put in your district folder numerous copies to be distributed out 
to your GSR’s.  I hope everyone at the assembly has taken a copy.  There are some at the table.  The newsletter is on the Area 83 
Website along with past issues. 
 
The 13th Annual Area 83 Archives Workshop- will be held on Saturday April 28th in Peterborough.  There will be presentations with 
open forum discussions, a potluck lunch & then a guided tour of the Peterborough Museum & Archives.  I would like to thank Margaret 
S. (Kawartha District 86 Archives Chair) for all her help in setting this workshop up.   
Flyers are on the table & on the Area 83 Website. 
Area 83 Website (area83aa.org) & GSO Website (aa.org) -There is a wealth of archival information on these two sites.  Please pass 
this on to your GSR’s. 
Area 83 Website ( area83aa.org ) under Resources – Archives. 
The following items can be found: The AA Archives Guidelines, the Archives Workbook & the Oral History Kit are linked to the GSO 
Website.   
-The Area 83 Archives Newsletter- “The Eighty Three” from 2010-2016 Issues. 
-Area 83 Committee Meeting/Assembly Minutes from 2010-2017. 
 
GSO Website ( aa.org ) under Archives & History. 
The following items can be found: 
-Timeline of AA History – Origins, 1935- 2016. 
-Digital Archives- Articles of Jack Alexander, Sister Ignatia, AA 10th Anniversary in Cleveland 1950 & 12 Traditions. 
-Markings- Your Archives Newsletter. Past newsletters. This newsletter is no longer published.  Future archive articles will be in Box 
459. 
-Archives Audio Library- talks from Bill W., Dr. Bob’s Last Message & Sister Ignatia. 
- About GSO Archives, Information for Researchers and History & Resources – these three sections have much information. 
 
Area 83 Archivist Report 
-Linda McQ. is still in the process of consolidating her role as the new Area 83 Archivist. 
-David T. our Immediate past Area 83 Archivist turned over display cases, files, a computer, a small cabinet & worktable.  
-I gave Linda a memory stick with Area 83 Committee & Assembly Minutes from 1977- 2017 & a history of Area 83 positions from 
1977- 2017. This was updated by our Area 83 Registrar Amy L.  Thank you Amy. 
-Linda came up with the idea & draft & with the help from David T., Peter N. (Past Area 83 Archives Chair) & I we produced 1.) District 
Archives Survey & Questionnaire and 2.) Typical Contents of a District Archives.  Two copies of each have been placed in the District 
folders for the DCM’s to give to their District Archive Chairs to fill out.  If there is no chair then the DCM can fill out the survey & 
questionnaire and return it to Linda or me.  This will help Linda & me with a better understanding of what Districts have & how we can 
be of help to each District. 
 
Thank you for your patience & tolerance,  
Yours in Service, Eddy G - Area 83 Archives Chairperson 
 
Service Information Day Committee      Shane H 
 
Good morning friends I am an Alcoholic my name is Shane, Wow what a wonderful experience this has been, we have a strong 
committee that works very hard to make these weekends a success. We have made a few changes there is now a suggestion box 
instead of surveys our reasoning is that we needed more clear information , in theory the surveys were not designed to critique The 
presenters on whether or not they were liked or how well they did, it’s was to gauge what the fellowships needs are as far as workshop 
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content, so in keeping with principles before personalities the suggestion box was introduced to see what suggestions you may have 
for workshops and there content, this will help us do our job better through positive reinforcement. 
What an amazing weekend this has been I hope you all had as much fun as I did and I look forward to seeing you all in October.  
Yours in love and service Shane H - SID Chair - Panel 67 
 
6. Treasurers Report followed by the 7th Tradition   Sue B  
 
Hello friends. I am an alcoholic, a member of the Parkwood Hills Group in District 62, and my name is Sue.  It is both an honour and a 
privilege to serve as your Area 83 Treasurer. 
  
Thank you to everyone who attended the Treasurer/Self-Support workshop yesterday; I hope you found the information useful. Thanks 
also to those who helped sell banquet tickets, total tickets sold were 199. 
  
The hotel charges us $15.00 per person which covers much more than the cost of coffee/tea/pop.  We are not charged for the majority 
of our room rentals, cleaning of the atrium, meeting rooms, staff etc.  The total of the 7th we collect this weekend goes towards this 
cost; please keep this in mind when the 7th comes around.   
  
In each of the District Committee Members mail folders, I have provided the District Quarterly Report regarding contributions from each 
group received by the General Service Office.  There are also two Area 83 contribution envelopes.  Please share these with your 
District Treasurer for future contributions.  Please find several more envelopes available on the side table.  I would like to thank all the 
Groups that provide your Group Service Number and a return address either on the envelope or the cheque.  This is really helpful, and 
greatly appreciated, as sometimes our writing can be hard to decipher.  It also lets me know where the letter is to be sent back to. 
  
Please continue to remind groups who would like to contribute using PayPal to include their six-digit Group Service Number with any 
contributions using PayPal so that the group may get credit for the contribution.  The place to enter the group number is the screen 
after entering credit card information.  PayPal charges a fee of 2.9% plus 30 cents per transaction.  There has been one contribution 
so far, this year through PayPal. 
  
When a Group or District sends in a contribution, they will receive back a thank-you letter of receipt.  Emailing these to you costs the 
Area nothing, whereas mailing them requires a stamp, envelope, paper and ink. Please encourage your Treasurers to include an email 
address with your contributions, and I can email you your letter of receipt which you will also receive in a timelier fashion.  Please make 
cheques payable to “Eastern Ontario International Area 83”.   
  
Also, in the DCM mail folders, as well as the Area Committee Members folders, I have placed copies of the Proposed Spending 
Guidelines.  You will also find copies of the Financial Statement for the period ending March 4, 2018.  Copies of these are also available 
on the side table. I would like to go over the numbers for the Financial Statements with you now.   
  
Page 1 is a Financial summary. It shows our reserve account, which is set aside for unforeseen circumstances, has a balance of 
$20,000 in the form of a GIC which matures in September 2020. 
  
Income for the period as at March 17, 2018: 
•7th tradition collected at the January 6th Area Committee Meeting $231.80 
• GSO Flow through $60.00 
•Group and District contributions $8,965.42 
Total income for the period is $9,137.22. 
  
Expenses for the period as at March 17, 2018: 
•Committee expenses are $2,564.84 
•Area Committee Meeting, Jan 6th rent and refreshments $391.84 
•General Service Conference Assessment $10,386.94 
•Bank service charges $17.50 
• PayPal $1.75 
• GSO Flow through $60.00 
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•Ontario Delegates Conference (ODC) $1,603.80 
Total expenses for the period are $14,906.67.   
The opening bank balance as of January 1, 2018, was $44,557.43.  Total income of $9,137.22 less expenses of $14,906.67 leaves a 
balance in the operating account of $38,787.98. As of March 17, 2018, our expenses were $5,769.45 higher than our income.  Since 
that date, I have deposited $179.39.  Thank you to the 50 Groups and 6 Districts for your generous contributions to the Area. 
  
The bank reconciliation has been done and the balance in the operating account is accurate. 
  
Page 2 shows details of expenses. Here we see an itemized breakdown of expenses for the period for each Area Committee Member, 
as well as all other expenses to date. 
  
Just to clarify some of the numbers that you see here: 
  
• The amount shown for Treatment/Accessibility under Literature, $341.94, is for an order purchased from the GSO.  Both displays 
required replenishing as this has not been done in a few years. 
• The General Service Conference (GSC) Assessment.  At the Spring Assembly in 2007, a motion passed stating that “provided it 
doesn’t affect our prudent reserve, Area 83 will pay to GSO the full annual expense for our Delegate to attend the General Service 
Conference.”  The cost for our Delegate to attend this year is $8,200.00 US, or $10,386.94 CDN.  Which has been paid in full.   
• Ontario Delegates Conference (ODC) 1,603.80.  Was held in Thunder Bay this year from March 2 – 4.  The costs reflect the 
reimbursement for the Delegate and Alt/Delegate to attend as per the Area’s Operating Procedure.   
  
Page 3 shows contributions by District. These amounts include contributions from Districts, as well as Groups.   
  
This weekend’s 7th Tradition was; Friday $656.15, Saturday $1,261.30, and Sunday $1,189.75, for a total of $3,107.20 collected over 
the weekend. Total contributions in the coffee cans over the weekend was $107.10, for a combined weekend total of $3,214.30.  I 
would like to thank everyone for their generous contributions. 
  
Thank you to all Districts that send me their Minutes.  I do read them and appreciate seeing what is happening in your District.   
  
In closing, thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who have helped this weekend; the ticket sellers, the money counters and the 
bucket brigade. Thank you to District 36 for all the volunteers at the Registration table and for Greeting.  And thank you, to all of you, 
for fulfilling your Group’s trust in you by taking the time to be here this weekend.   
  
Yours in Love and Service, 
  
Sue B - Area 83 Treasurer - Panel 67 
 
 
 
7. Secretary         James O’D   
 
I would like to begin by welcoming our new Archivist - Linda, our new Alternate Webmaster – George and Tim – Area Delegate from 
Area 82. Thank you Tim for such a gentle and moving message you gave last night. You are a long way from home and yet still with 
your family.  
 
Thank you all for your great work keeping me updated with your District changes. You can always expect an updated roster before 
and after Assemblies and Area Committee meetings. I like to send them out at as close to the meeting as changes come in up until 
the 11th hour. This will assist in keeping rosters up to to date. You can expect the next “new and improved” District roster within two 
weeks.  
 
The weekend following our Fall Assembly a few of us visited the Area 86 Assembly and were not disappointed. It was fascinating to 
see how another Area conducts the business of Alcoholics Anonymous. It was especially interesting as it was their election Assembly. 
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Earlier this month I attended the ORC in Toronto and had that opportunity to travel to beautiful Thunder Bay for the Ontario Delegates 
Committee meeting.  
 
In June I will be going to Akron for Founder’s Day, in August I have been invited to participate in the Lakeshore roundup and may be 
facilitating a group inventory in Toronto over the next few months.  
 
You may have noticed that the Area bins have been moved from the atrium to this room. Please take the time to have one last go 
through at the break so that time sensitive material can be shared with your GSRs and make it to the groups. Ideally the only things 
that should be left in the folders are name tags and tent cards.  
 
I would like to thank the Districts that send me your minutes. Yes I read them. Feel free to contact me if can be of assistance with 
regards to secretary related issues, group or District inventories or anything else I might be helpful with. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve.  
 
8. Roll call And Registrar      Amy L  
 
     Good afternoon friends! I’m alcoholic, a member of the Liverpool Group, in District 26 & my name is Amy.  I have the honour and 
privilege to serve as your Panel 67 Registrar for Area 83, Eastern Ontario International and I am so grateful to be of service. 
 
Had a great day yesterday in the Service Information Day.  I was able to catch a few more workshops, and had a good time facilitating 
with James in the Secretary-Registrar workshop.  It was enhanced by the sharing of tips and tricks by a seasoned secretary-registrar 
Brenda B from District 86.   
 
     If this is your first Assembly, then welcome!  If you are a new General Service Representative for your group and you are without 
your GSR kit, I can help you.  You can fill out a Group Information sheet in the Atrium and I will make sure you are registered.   Once 
this is done your kits should follow 3-4 weeks later.  While you are waiting for your kit you will find a link to the contents of the GSR kit 
on the Area83 website (http://www.area83aa.org/resources/area-registrar) at the bottom of the page.  Alternate GSR’s do not receive 
a kit from GSO.  In the event a GSR steps down before their term is complete, please ask the exiting GSR to pass their kit on to the 
new GSR, this will help to keep down the unnecessary expenses to AA.   
 
I am responsible for updating group records & liaising with GSO.  It is important that you keep your contact information current.  If your 
mailing address changes or your phone number or email, please let your District Registrar know and they will pass it on to me so that 
I can keep it up to date in the system.   
 
GSO spends hundreds of dollars on return postage for mailings that are not picked up by the recipients.   
 
NOTE: any one holding a registered service position will get Box 459 (a quarterly newsletter from GSO).  If your address is not current 
and mail such as Box 459 is returned to GSO, and they cannot reach you be email, they will remove you from that position in the 
system.  That means if you are a GSR and GSO cannot get an updated address for you, they will remove you from that position and 
your group will be listed as Unknown in the system.  Unknown groups are those that do not have a primary contact-which could be a 
mail contact or a GSR.  Every group should have the opportunity to stay connected to AA as a whole, and this is done via the GSR.  
So, to save AA time and money, keep your details current by contacting me along with your District Registrar.  Groups continue to pop 
up as unknown, usually a week or so following a mailing of Box 459.  In Area 83 we have been hovering around 16 Unknown Groups.    
 
     Thank you to those Districts that send me your minutes, if you do not please add me to your distribution list. I would be glad to 
receive them.  I find them interesting and sometimes useful to track down new incumbents to service positions. 
   
As Kimberley mentioned earlier, before you leave today please drop your badge holders in the Badge Recycling Depots.  It is just one 
little thing you can do to help cut down on our costs.  Last Assembly out of the 371 attendees approximately 160 of the badge holders 
were not returned.  This cost the Area $96 to replace them.  I think you would agree this is really is an unnecessary expense to the 
Area. 
 

http://www.area83aa.org/resources/area-registrar
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I would like to give a HUGE “Thank You” to the team from District 36, who were most generous with their time, smiles and assistance 
this weekend as greeters and working the registration tables.  Without them, it would be impossible for me to do the next part of my 
job, the roll call.  Also, I am indebted to Cynthia S. (Ajax Friday Night) and Ian C. (Liverpool Group) for their excellent help in preparing 
the tally.   
 
Before I start, I would like to give a brief explanation of the process. When compiling the roll call, a lot of consideration is given to the 
vote, and ensuring that those who are entitled to vote, have that right.  For this reason, a lot of care is put into interpreting the sign-in 
sheets. The result being, that the numbers will often not look, at all, like what was written on the sign in sheets.  
 
For example, a District might have five people signed in as visitors, but when I announce the roll call, I might say there was only one 
visitor.  The reason is that I check each visitor against his or her group, and if the group does not have a GSR that has signed in, I 
assume that the visitor will be voting on behalf of their group. They are, therefore, not counted as a visitor, but as a GSR.  
 
Also, if an Alternate DCM is the only person representing his or her group, I will count them as a GSR as well, since Alternate DCM’s 
do not have voting privileges, but Group Representatives do. Their role in the District may be that of Alternate DCM but their function, 
for the purposes of voting at the assembly, is to serve as their group’s representative.  It is very important if you sign in as a visitor, 
that you also write the name of your group. You could be voting for your group, but if you fail to indicate your group name on the sign 
in sheet, you may not be eligible to vote. Please keep in mind that as you see the tally on the screen and hear the results, this is not a 
true reflection of who will necessarily be voting. For example, there are people who may have registered, but were only here yesterday 
and are not here with us now. So, in short, the true reflection of who is voting will be done by those who are sitting in the front of the 
room as a vote is cast and counted.  
 
In closing, I will make myself available to Districts and Groups to assist you with Registrar related issues where I can.  It has been a 
pleasure working with so many of you in my capacity as registrar.   Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me and for the 
opportunity to serve you.  
 
Yours, in love & service, 
Amy L 
Panel 67 Registrar 
Area 83 - Eastern Ontario International 
registrar@area83aa.org 
 
9. Alternate Delegate       Rob M  
 
Hi everyone, I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Motor City Group in District 28, and my name is Rob M. It’s an honor and a privilege to 
serve as Alternate Delegate for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the concepts workshop yesterday. I’m gaining a better understanding of the concepts by doing 
these workshops, and I hope those in attendance find them informative. 

Here’s what I’ve been doing since our last Assembly. 
 
On November 4th I presented a workshop on the general service structure at the District 02 service day in Brampton. It was a great 
day of service and fellowship. It was well organized, well attended, and I really enjoyed all of the workshops. 
 
After the Service day I continued on to Kitchener for the Area 86 Assembly for the rest of the weekend. It was their election Assembly 
and I found it very interesting. They do some things the same as us, some things differently. It was a great learning experience, and 
nice to see several other members from Area 83 there. 
 
On November 19th I had a call from the Chairperson of the Lakeshore Districts Intergroup. Heather had some concerns about a notice 
of motion regarding their website, and some questions regarding procedures. I was asked to attend a meeting of the Intergroup 
executive on December 3rd. At the meeting I provided them with the Area 83 guidelines for our website and some information on the 
position of Webmaster, and Alternate Webmaster from our operating procedures. An Adhoc committee was formed to create website 
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guidelines, and position descriptions for the webmaster and alternate webmaster. I plan to attend the next sharing session at Toronto 
Intergroup on May 1st. I do receive meeting minutes from the four Intergroups in our Area, and make myself available to be of Service 
to them. 
 
The Remote Communities Workgroup conference calls took place in November, January, and March. The previous Secretary Alizon 
recently rotated to Area 02 Delegate so the position of Remote Communities Workgroup Secretary was vacant. I asked a few questions 
about the position, and now I have a new job.  Much is happening in Remote Communities in other areas.  We don’t really have Remote 
Communities in Area 83, but I do offer our help to Remote Areas.    The next conference call is on May 21st. 
 
March 2nd – 4th I attended the Ontario Delegates Committee meeting in Thunder Bay. I gave a presentation on Attraction not Promotion; 
AA’s relation to the world. It was a very informative weekend, and I learned much about the upcoming General Service Conference. 
 
I plan to attend several of our Districts Service Days in the spring and summer, and look forward to our Delegate Kim’s reports on the 
68th General Service Conference. I also plan to attend the Eastern Canadian Regional Forum in Victoriaville Quebec July 20th – 22nd. 
 
 
Thank you to the Districts that continue to send me their minutes. I enjoy reading them and it helps to stay informed about what’s going 
on in your Districts. 
 
If I can be of service to your Groups or Districts please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Yours in Love and Service, Rob M 

10. Delegate       Kim S   
 
Hi everyone, I am your panel 67 Delegate, an alcoholic and my name is Kim.  I am a member of the St Clements Group. Since the last 
Assembly, I attended the Area 86 Assembly in Kitchener.  I wanted to see and be supportive of their election.   Congratulations to Dale 
S. as the Area 86 Delegate and Sandi W. as the Alternate Delegate.  I look forward to serving with them both.   

I attended our January 6 Area Committee meeting in Belleville and hopefully your DCM has reported back to you what happened at 
that meeting. 

I attended the Ontario Delegate’s Conference (ODC) in Thunder Bay from March 2 – 4th.  The purpose of this weekend is to help 
prepare the Delegates for the General Service Conference.  There are 4 areas in Ontario with two Panel 67 and 2 Panel 68 Delegates, 
along with Panel 67 & 68 Alternate Delegates.  Each will give a presentation.  There is always a presentation on the Conference weekly 
agenda and what to expect each day.   It is very helpful and Percy G. does a fabulous job.  I love his advice, wear your tighter clothes 
at the beginning of the week and looser outfits at the end.  I did just that last year. 

I forwarded a letter from Greg Tobin, General Manager of the General Service Office (GSO) regarding the litigation of the original 
manuscript of the big book.  All DCM’s should have forwarded this to you.  The letter explained that all litigation had stopped.  Our 
Eastern Canada Regional Trustee, Richard told us at the ODC that there will be a presentation given at the GSC regarding this.  I will 
have more information after the conference to share with you. 

Richard shared a board conversation about Trademark rights.  The conversation was about trademarking the logo and blue people.  If 
something is trademarked and someone uses that trademark without permission are you ready to sue?  If not then why spend the 
money and trademark?  Nothing has been decided.  It was just a conversation.  It is food for thought though. 

I will be attending the General Service Conference from April 21-28.  The conference officially starts on the 22nd but there are a meet 
and greet of Delegates and a remote communities meeting on the Saturday the 21.  We are expected to be there.  

Upon my return I will be putting together presentations to report on all that happened at the conference.  The service days set up for 
my report are: 

May 26. Info AA Day - This will be for all the Toronto Districts (02, 06, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 22) 
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May 27 – Alano Club in Oshawa– Districts 26, 28, 82, & 86 

June 9 – Ottawa Gratitude Day – Districts 54, 58 & 62 

June 10 – Ogdensberg- Districts 42, 48 & 66 

June 16 – Barry’s Bay – Districts 70, 74 & 78 

If your district has not contacted me to book a time to give the conference report you should.  It is important to keep the District 
Committee and GSRs informed about the conference.  It is too much information to give at the June Area Committee Meeting, so I will 
only be giving the report directly to the Districts.    

I will be attending the Area Committee meeting on June 2. I will also be attending the Eastern Canada Regional Forum from July 20 to 
22nd at Hotel Le Victorin, Victoriaville, Québec    I think they still need volunteers.  If you are interested, I can give you the contact 
information.  Our secretary, James did send out an email for me asking for volunteers to all the Districts.  Your DCM should have 
forwarded this to you. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you.  I am truly grateful for the opportunity. 

Kim S. - Panel 67 Delegate 

We now reach Item 11, Old Business.  
At this point, I recommend going to 2/3 majority.  
May I have a motion to that effect? 
 
MOVED:  PATRICK G – D62 -GSR   SECONDED: MICHAEL A – D18 - DCM 
Any discussion? None 
All those in favour? All  All those opposed? None  Any abstentions? None 
Motion was passed. 
 
11. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS 
 
We now move to Agenda item: 
 
A) 2018 Financial Guidelines     Sue B, Area 83 Treasurer 

The purpose of the proposed spending guidelines is simply to give us a rough idea of what the expenses for the year might be, and 
the income required to carry out the services provided by Area 83.  Some actual amounts will turn out to be higher than the guideline, 
and some lower.  Predicting expenses is difficult because of several factors.  
 
Typically, the proposed guideline has been forecasted using the average expenses of the past four years.  This was also what I used 
as a starting point.  As this is the second year of the term, I made some adjustments based on last year’s actual amounts. 
 
On page one, under Income: 

• Beside Contributions to Match Expenses is an amount that is NOT based on the four-year average.  The amount here is the 
Contributions from Groups and Districts that would be required to cover the proposed amounts to effectively carry the message 
to the still suffering alcoholic throughout Area 83.   

• Grapevine Seasonals values may vary slightly as the Grapevine Chair must determine costs for Pocket Planners and 
Calendars months before the payment is actually made to Grapevine Inc.  In that time, it is possible for the exchange rate to 
change drastically which has happened in the past.   

 
Under Expenses: 
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• Webmaster, looking across to Miscellaneous, amount is for the hosting of the Area website, due December 7, 2018. 

• The GSC Assessment, is the actual amount.  As voted on by the Area Assembly in the spring of 2007 that we become fully 
self-supporting in sending our Delegate to the GSC, I remitted, on behalf of Area 83, the total amount of $8,200.00 US which 
at the time came to $10,386.94 CDN.   

• The Ontario Delegate’s Conference (ODC) expenses are not proposed, but are actual, as the event took place in Thunder 
Bay, March 2-4, 2018, and covers the Delegate, and Alternate Delegate. 

• The Forum will be held in Victoriaville, Quebec, July 20-22, 2018.  The expenses could possibly be higher than usual as the 
closest airport to the event is Quebec City.  From there, it is 121.4 km by either a bus or car to Victoriaville.  Covers the 
Delegate, and Alternate Delegate. 
 

On page two, under Accommodation, Meals and Travel: 

• For the various positions, it is very difficult to predict accurately, so these are just a guestimate.  Some actuals will surely be 
higher and others lower.  Some Districts may absorb some of these costs by financially supporting Area Officers and/or 
Committee Chairs that they invite to Service Days etc. 

• Spring Assembly, under meals, $6,000.00.  This works out to $15.00 per person which covers much more than the cost of 
coffee/tea/pop.  We are not charged for the majority of room rentals, cleaning of the atrium, meeting rooms, staff etc.  Looking 
across to Miscellaneous, are the amounts for the projectors and AV equipment used this weekend, for the set-up of this room 
and for the Archives Room. 

• Fall Assembly, under meals, $6,600.00.  This works out to $16.50 per person which again, covers much more than the cost 
of coffee/tea/pop.  As I stated above, we are not charged for the majority of room rentals, cleaning of the atrium, meeting 
rooms, staff etc.  Looking across to Miscellaneous, are the amounts for the projectors and AV equipment which will used this 
weekend, for the set-up of this room, (cost was $600.00, now $700.00), and for the Archives Room which went up $5.00. 

 

Motion to accept financial guidelines: 

Motioned: Michael A – D18 – DCM 
Seconded: Mike B – D62 – DCM 
Yes – ALL 
No – None 
Abstentions – None 
 
Motion passed.  

 
B) Motion to print a poster sized version of the [Assembly] agenda and place it in the atrium.              Michael A – D18 - DCM  
 
Second – Mike V – D62 – Alt GSR 
 
Are we eliminating paper copies? Anonymity issues. Full names? People can take a photo of the agenda. Move to vote.  
 
Yes – Majority 
No – 13 
Abstentions – 14 
 
Motion passed.  
 
Voice of the minority 
 
Mike B – D62 – DCM – Area we going to print copies? 
Kim M – D82 – GSR Issues of anonymity were raised.  
 
Motion to reconsider.  
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Motion: Roshni P – Alt GSR – D06 
Seconded: Mac B – Area 83 CF 
 
Motion defeated. Original motion stands as passed.  
 
C) Motion that a GSR workshop be held on the Service Information Day in October [Assembly].       Russell J – D10 – Alt. GSR     
***THIS MOTION WAS WITHDRAWN**** 
 
13. SHARING - WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND 
 
SID Committee could make it clear that all sub committee meetings are available to all members.  
Conferences, roundups and birthdays were announced.  
 
14. DATE AND PLACE OF THE FALL ASSEMBLY AND SERVICE DAY 
  
As Chairperson, I would recommend the next Assembly be held: October 26th, 27th , and 28th, 2018 here at the Ambassador hotel in 
Kingston 
 
Would someone like to make a motion to accept these dates for our Fall Assembly? 
 
MOVED:  SUE G – D10 - GSR  SECONDED: MICHAEL D – D10 - GSR 
Any discussion? None 
All those in favour? All  All those opposed? None  Any abstentions? None 
Motion was passed. 
 
15. CLOSING  
 
I would like to thank everyone for staying and especially to those who volunteered to help make this weekend amazing.  
 
AS A REMINDER - Our next Area Committee Meeting is in QUINTE WEST at Westminster United Church on June 2th , 2018 at 10:00 
a.m. All are welcome!! 
 
Have a safe drive home and I look forward to seeing you all at the Fall Assembly. 
 
It is now 14h21,  may I have a motion to close the meeting? 
 
MOVED:  TREVOR F – D62 – GSR   SECONDED: ANDREW K – D18 – ALT GSR 
Any discussion? None 
All those in favour? All  All those opposed? None  Any abstentions? None 
Motion was passed. 
 
CLOSE WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION: 
I AM RESPONSIBLE……… 
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ASK IT BASKET - Spring 2018 Assembly 

 
Q: (Roy R-Past Delegate) What is Stepping Stones? 

A: Bill & Lois Wilson’s home in upstate New York. Lois lived there until 1988. The property has been 

maintained as a showcase as was. There is a caretaker/archivist on site. 

 

Q: (Roy R-Past Delegate) Why is there a trip to Stepping Stones? 

A: The participants in the General Service Conference are invited to take tour every 2nd year. It is a magical 

experience for an A.A. member. It still has the original furniture. Any A.A. member can arrange a tour by 

appointment. 

 

Q: (Kim S-Delegate) What is a Trustee?  

A: There are 21 Trustees in total: 

• 7 Class A (amateurs, i.e. non-alcoholic) 

• 14 Class B (boozers, i.e. alcoholics), including: 

- 8 Regional Trustees (Eastern & Western Canada & 6 for the US 

- 2 Trustees-at-large  

- 4 General Service Trustees (2 AAWS, 2 GV) 

 

Q: (Kim S-Delegate) What is a Trustee-at-large?  

A: There is one for each of Canada and the US. These Trustees have a very busy travel schedule and 

represent A.A. at events throughout the world. 

 

Q: (Rob W-Past Delegate) What is the role of a Service Sponsor?  

A: Someone with a lot of service experience from who you can get more knowledge about service activities. 

This is someone to bounce ideas off of and to guide you in your service journey. Be sure to get one and use 

them. 

 

Q: (Marty M-Treatment/Accessibility) Do we have a map of Area 83 showing its borders? 

A: One has recently been updated and will be distributed through the District Committee Members? 

 

Q: (Rob M-Alternate Delegate) How do we learn about the 12 Concepts?  

A: By attending to Workshops on the Concepts. Also, refer to the Service Manual and the pamphlet 12 

Concepts Illustrated. There is also a Concepts Checklist and reading A.A. Comes of Age would be beneficial. 

 

Q: (Joyce S-Past Delegate) Are there two triangles in A.A.?   

A: Yes, there is the inverted triangle the shows the A.A. structure. There is also the traditional A.A. triangle 

showing Recovery, Unity & Service on the 3 sides. Sometimes this triangle is shown blank on flyers. 

 

 

Q: (Rob M-Alternate Delegate) With video conferences, Skype, Facetime, etc., there is visual and audio 

documentation of who is there. This seems to go against out Traditions?  

A: We must be mindful about respecting anonymity. We should review the Traditions about anonymity and 

remind people of the need to respect the Traditions. 
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Q: (Kim S-Delegate) Is the Assembly the only way to give information to the Delegate to take to New York?  

A: The Assembly is a good avenue to give information to the Delegate and receive information from the 

Delegate. You can also sent you thoughts/suggestions to the Delegate anytime by email. 

 

Q: (Robert B-Grapevine) Should Groups buy Grapevine subscriptions online or in hard copy?  

A: At the Group level, it makes more sense to purchase a hard copy, so it can be shared. 

 

Q: (Robert B-Grapevine) How is the editorial content of Grapevine developed?  

A: The decision whether to publish a submitted article rests with the Editor. The process to get an article 

published can be a slow and may take up to 4 years. 

 

Q: (Shane H-Service Information Day Committee Chair) We did the GSR letter mention a GSR Workshop 

when there wasn’t one?  

A: Normally the GSR Workshop is held at the first Service Information Day of a term. The Workshops held 

are decided on by the Service Information Day Committee. 

 

Q: (David T-Past Archivist) How is information on Accessibility in A.A. being made available to Accessibility 

Organizations? Is it covered by PI or CPC? 

A: CPC should cover it in discussions with professionals. 

 

Q: (Roy R-Past Delegate) Why was the Lord’s Prayer said at the end of the Friday Night A.A. meeting, if A.A. 

is not a religious program? 

A: How an A.A. meeting is closed is a matter of local practice, based on group conscience. It can also be the 

choice of the Chairperson. 
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WORKSHOP QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - Spring 2018 Assembly 

 
Workshop:    Grapevine 
Chair: Robert B Area 83 Grapevine Chair 
 
No questions 
 
Workshop:    Corrections 
Chair: Mac B, Area 83 Corrections Chair 
Speakers: David D, Kim S, Earle C 
 
Q: Why is the list of volunteers shrinking? 
A: Lack of knowledge of corrections? 
 
Q: What is Area 83 position on human rights? 
A: Falls under provincial and federal law. 
 
Workshop: Public Information (“P.I.”) 
Chair: Les M, Area 83 Public Information Chair 
 
Q: What will come up under Addiction regarding Recovery? 
A: Alcohol or Alcoholic should also be typed in. 
 
Q: Is there a link for Public Service Announcements? 
A: The A.A. YouTube site has 3 videos available. 
 
Workshop: Attraction not Promotion: A.A.”s Relation to the World 
Chair: Roy R, Panel 53 Delegate 
 
Q: Is A.A. relevant in todays world? 
A: We need to communicate a clear and consistent message about what we believe in. 
A: A.A. is not the only, nor necessarily the best way to get sober. 
A: There are negative comments from some treatment centres and others about the      
     effectiveness of A.A. 
A: Maybe it is time to create a common language Big Book. 
A: There is a provision to make changes to the Steps and Traditions outlined within Concept 12. 
A: Some treatment centres are not making attendance at A.A. meetings mandatory. 
A: There are negative media and investigative reports about A.A. We need to get a positive message out there. 
 
Q: How are  we currently connecting with the outside world? 
A: Public Service Announcements (see them running on CTV, CP24, etc.) 
A: Advertisements in local newspapers. 
A: GSO sending annual letters to all media outlets. 
A: Semi-annual CPC newsletters to professionals. 
A: A.A. International Convention every 5 years(next in Detroit in 2020) 
 
Q: What else can we do to connect with the outside world. 
A: Educate our own doctors about alcoholism and A.A., if we are comfortable breaking our                                                
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     anonymity.  
A: We do a lot of things that make no sense. 
A: There is nothing wrong with promoting the attraction, through PSAs, Open Meetings, Service                    
     Days, Roundups and Conferences etc. 
A: The A.A. program is alive and well and we have a solution. 
A: Invite Human Resources people to A.A. Medallion meetings, to experience honesty, support  
     and love in action. 
A: The Public Information Committee at the GSO is doing a review of the Comprehensive Media                                                                                        
 Guide. It is an annual review that started in 202 to help: 

• Increase awareness of what A.A. is doing and can do 

• Target messages to individuals concerned about their drinking 

• Educate professionals who come in contact with problem drinkers 
A: Message is if alcohol is a problem with you, contact A.A. 
A: Broader use of radio announcements. 
A: The videos for young people program (youths under 25 years of age can record and submit a video less than 5 
minutes long) has been transferred to A.A. Grapevine. 
 
Workshop: Concepts 7,8,9 
Chair: Rob M, Area 83 Alternate Delegate 
 
Q: Has the veto ever been used? 
A: Not at the General Service Conference (‘GSC”) itself. In some instances plans approved at the                       
     GSC have been changed by the Trustees, then were taken back to the GSC for confirmation. 
 
COMMENT: The Concepts make the Traditions easier to understand. 
 
COMMENT: The right of appeal can also be used at Group or District business meetings. 
 
COMMENT: The Trustees also need to abide by the Concepts, practice the Traditions and have 
                       a balanced power.   
COMMENT: Alcoholics Anonymous (“A.A.”) members at meetings are not above the law.  
                      Members must abide by the law at A.A. meetings. If a real personal threat is                                                                  
                      evident, the Police should be contacted. 
 
Workshop: Treasurer & Self Support 
Chair: Sue B: Area 83 Treasurer 
            Ray R: Area 83 Self Support Chair 
Speakers: Zobie G, Steve S 
 
Q: I am a District Treasurer, how do I find group numbers? 
A:  As the Area 83 Registrar for a list of the group numbers for your District. 
 
Q: Can I use PayPal to make contributions? 
A: The ability to use PayPal for contributions started in January 2016. Last year there were 8     
     Contributions, from 5 groups through PayPal. PayPal collects a fee of 2.9% of the payment     
     Amount plus $0.30 per transaction; the fees are included in bank charges in the Area 83  
     Expenses. 
 
COMMENT: Our District had a General Service Representative (GSR) who wanted to pay their       
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                       own expenses to attend the Are Assembly. It was suggested that they still recover 
                       the expenses from their group, to demonstrate that Trusted Servants are     
                       reimbursed for group approved expenses. The individual if they wanted to, could 
                       then contribute the proceeds anonymously to the 7th Tradition. 
 
COMMENT:  At our group, when we are giving an A.A. birthday card to a member, we insert a 
                        Birthday Envelope for a General Service Office (“GSO”) contribution as a reminder  
                        To show our gratitude financially. Personally, I annually contribute $1 per year of 
                         Sobriety to GSO and $10 per year of sobriety to Intergroup. 
 
Workshop: Secretary, Registrar 
Chair: James O, Area 83 Secretary 
            Amy L, Area 83 Registrar 
 
Q: What are announcements? 
A: They could be Medallions of Group Anniversaries. 
Q: Where can I find Group or District Change Forms? 
A: At www.area83aa.org or www.aa.org  
Q: Who do I advise if a group closes? 
A: Advise the Area 83 Registrar, including the District, Group name and Service number. 
 
Workshop: Participation in All of A.A. – Is My Triangle Balance? 
Chair: Tim M, Panel 67 Delegate, Area 82 
 
Q: What is a service sponsor. 
A: Someone who has experience doing service positions. 
Q: How do we get people to participate in service? 
A: A sponsor should talk about it when working one on one. 
Q: Should a member do all 12 Steps before sponsoring others? 
A: Doing the steps is critical. 
 
COMMENT: Another way to be of service is to greet people at the door. It is also a great way to 
                       Remember names. 
 
WORKSHOP: Todays Alcoholic: Inclusion, Not Exclusion. 
Chair: Joyce S, Panel 65 Delegate 
Speaker: Nat  
 
Q: None 
Workshop: Co-Operation With The Professional Community (“C.P.C.”) 
Chair: Jim S, Area 83 C.P.C. Chair 
Speakers; Mark B, Lori J, Barb C 
 
Q: How do you break the ice? 
A: Adopt a Doctor by bringing pamphlets to your family doctor.  
 
COMMENT: Pamphlets tend to be taken by the public quicker when the display is not displayed 
                    openly to the public eye. 
 

http://www.area83aa.org/
http://www.aa.org/
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Workshop: Group Conscience: The Guiding Force. 
Chair: Herb W. 
 
Q: What about postponing issues in business meetings? 
A: Be careful that they do not disappear. The keeping of a binder by the GSR for business  
     Meeting agendas will help prevent loss. 
Q: Why a 2/3rd majority. 
A: It provides for substantial unanimity. 
 
Workshop: Treatment, Accessibility 
Chair: Marty M, Area 83 Treatment/Accessibility Chair 
 
Q: Has someone looked at the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (“AODA)? 
A: Yes 
Q: How important are grab bars in washrooms? 
A: Very! Means accessible. 
Q: Is there an accessible component in P.I. AND C.P.C. 
A: Talk to P.I. and C.P.C. 
Q: Are you comfortable with partially accessible? 
A: It’s a start. Be specific. 
 
Workshop: Archives 
Chair: Eddy G, Area 83 Archives Chair 
Q: What differences are there in Canada A.A. history and Ontario A.A. history? 
A: 75 years history in Ontario. A.A. in Canada book is in the works. 
Q: Is memorabilia important? 
A: Yes, save it.   
 
Workshop: Traditions 7, 8, 9 
Chair: Rob A. Service Information Day Committee 
 
Q: What is the maximum contribution amount for a member?  
A: A yearly donation of $3000  
     A willed donation of $5000 
Q: How is time self supporting? 
A: Giving by volunteering time is self supporting. 
 
Workshop: A.A. Technology: Where Innovation Meets The Traditions. 
Chair: Sandy S, Past Delegate Panel 61 
 
Q: Is a meeting list and names on the web o.k.? 
A: It is up to the group conscience. 
COMMENT: It is possible to skype to a member in hospital.    
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