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January 2nd, 2016 Area Committee Meeting 
 
1. OPENING 

 
Good morning, I’m an alcoholic a member of the Kedron Group in District 28 and my name is Rob M. It’s an honour to serve Area 
83 as your Chairperson.   
 
Moment’s Silence – Serenity Prayer 
 
12 Traditions: Dave L.                                                   District: 26 
 
12 Concepts (Short Form): Shane H                             District: 02 
 
Happy New Year and welcome to Quinte West. It’s great to see everyone here today as we move into the second year of our term. 
This is our forth Area Committee meeting of the 2015-2016 term. This is your meeting and it is an opportunity for you to share 
what’s happening in your Districts. The Area committee is where recommendations to the Assembly are discussed and formulated, 
where tasks assigned by the Assembly are carried out. It is where your questions are answered and concerns addressed. Please 
feel free to voice any concerns or questions you may have. There may be someone in the room who has the same question and it 
helps to share. It is important for all of us to remember our First Tradition - “Our common welfare should come first; personal 
recovery depends upon A.A. unity”. We are here to ensure that Alcoholics Anonymous remains unified and strong in Area 83 
Eastern Ontario International. Our personal recovery, as well as the recovery of the still suffering Alcoholic, depends upon it. 
 
Please be considerate to those around you and help to keep this a scent free zone. When someone is speaking, please do not 
speak to those around you. Let’s be courteous to all who give reports, and during motion discussion. 
 
Some reminders  
This is a non-smoking facility. A break will be called sometime around 11:00 AM and again in the afternoon. Lunch is not shown as 
an agenda item, but we will break around noon. Please turn off your cell phones or anything else that might interrupt the meeting. 
 
At this time I would like to introduce our Area Committee.  
 
Introduce officers 
(If you could hold any applause you might want to give until the end it will speed things up) 

On my right, our Panel 65 Delegate                                                           Joyce S. 

Next to Joyce is our Alternate Delegate                                                     Kim S.  

On my immediate left is our Secretary                  James O’D. 

Beside James is our Treasurer                                Kimberley M. 

Beside Kimberley is our Registrar                                  Sue B. 

Our Panel 63 Immediate Past Delegate                                                     Mel C. (not present) 

And I’m your Chairperson                                                                          Rob M.  

Area Sub-Committee Chairpersons  
Again, please hold any applause you might want to give until the end. 
 
Public Information Chairperson             Elaine H. (not present) 

Cooperation with the Professional Community Chairperson   Gary C. 

Correctional Facilities Chairperson      Robert B. 
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Treatment /Accessibility   Chairperson                                           Herb W. 

Grapevine Chairperson      Jim A. 

Self-Support Chairperson (vacant) report by                       James O’D. 

Archives Chairperson       Linda D. 

Service Information Day Chairperson     Ray R.  

These are your Area Officers and Sub Committee Chairs for 2015- 2016   

 

Introduce Past Delegates, People with appointed Area Service Positions and long time Service visitors. 
 
Today we have: 

Panel 61 Past Delegate Robb W. 

Appointed positions: 
Area Archivist – David T. 
Area Webmaster – Jim R. 
 
Housekeeping: 
Our meeting schedule including tentative dates to the end of 2016 will be included in the minutes. These dates are booked and 
secured with the hotel and church. Some are listed as pending as the date of the following Assembly/Meeting is approved at the 
end of each meeting.  
The next Area Assembly and Service Information Day take place  
March 18th-20th, 2016  
The next Area Committee meeting takes place on June 4th, 2016. 
 
Tentative Dates for 2016 
 

Year Date What Where 

2016 
 

January 2 
approved 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 
 

2016 
 

March 18,19,20  
approved 

Area Assembly  Ambassador Hotel  

2016 
 

June 4 
tentative 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 

2016 Sept 10 
tentative 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church  

2016 Oct 28, 29, 30 
tentative 

Area Assembly Ambassador Hotel  

2016 December 3 
tentative 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 
 

Note; 
The Spring Assembly is earlier than usual because Easter falls on the last weekend in March. 
Assembly rooms cannot be booked online. Call the Ambassador hotel at  
1 800 267-7880 or email reservations@ambassadorhotel.com  and quote the group name AA March 2016 or AA October 2016. 
Our discounted block of rooms is held until 30 days before the Assembly. 

mailto:reservations@ambassadorhotel.com
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Food: 
Lunch has been arranged by our District 34 DCM Les M. at a cost of $5.00 per serving.  Tickets will be sold at the break prior to 
lunch.  You must have a ticket to be served.  
Thank-you Les for organizing the lunch, refreshments, and snacks. 
 
Seating: 
As much as possible District Committee Members and Sub-Committee chairs sit on the outside of the tables. Alternate District 
Committee Members on the inside. Visitors and Past Delegates are asked to sit at the tables set up at the side of the room.  This 
seating arrangement helps to facilitate the voting. 
 
 
Who votes? 
All Area Officers, including the immediate past Delegate, but not the Chair.  All Area sub-committee Chairs. All District Committee 
Members of Districts in Area 83; in their absence, the Alternate District Committee Member may vote on behalf of their District.  
There is one vote per person. 
 
How do we vote? 
 
Procedure: 
Alcoholics Anonymous has traditionally made decisions by ‘substantial unanimity’. In practice, this has translated to 2/3 majority. At 
times, I may ask for a show of hands to get a ‘sense of the meeting’. This is not a vote, and anyone may raise his or her hand. I 
believe that the first part of the agenda today can be handled under simple majority. The items under new business are of such a 
nature to be under 2/3 majority and I will ask for a motion when we get to that point in the agenda. If, at any time, you think that we 
should move to a 2/3 majority, please make the motion. 
 
Minority Opinion: 
A.A. has always protected the voice and opinion of the minority. When we have a vote, unless the voting is unanimous, or if the vote 
was to cover items such as acceptance of minutes, I will ask if anyone wishes to speak to the minority. To be able to do this, you 
must have voted with the minority on the motion. If, after the minority has spoken, someone from the majority side of the vote 
wishes to change their vote, that person may make a motion to reconsider. If this is seconded and passes by a simple 
majority, we start discussion again on the original motion. 
 
 
 
Calling the Question: 
During the discussion on a motion, a member, once recognized by the Chair, may move to “call the question”. This is a motion to 
end discussion and move to the vote. This motion needs to be seconded, is not debatable, and requires a 2/3 majority to pass. If it 
passes, we go directly to the vote of the motion or amendment we were discussing. I would caution you not to use this privilege too 
often or too early – many good points and opinions will come out in any discussions, and if discussion is prematurely cut off, we will 
not get to hear them. 
 
Who may address the committee meeting? 
It has been the practice at the Area committee level to use the same principle as we do at the Assemblies: only voting members of 
the Committee have a voice. This is important for two reasons  
 

 It keeps the focus on the fact that this Committee is in effect the steering committee of the Assembly – members are 
representing their District’s positions or Area’s in the case of our Officers, rather than their own.  

 It also maximizes the time available for members to voice the opinions and needs of their District. All who are attending 
may say their piece during sharing time. 
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I respectfully ask for your cooperation in this. If you don’t have a vote, as I mentioned, please keep your input for sharing time which 
is scheduled for later this afternoon. At that time all in attendance are welcome to participate and their opinions will be heard.  
 
Floor Motions 
If you are making a floor motion for the Area Committee to consider today, it would be much appreciated if you would write your 
motion out and give it to our secretary James. 
 
I would entertain a motion now to carry out the first part of today’s meeting by simple majority: 
May I have a motion for simple majority? 
 
Motioned: Milner G. – District 42 
Seconded: Jim S. – District 82 
Discussion  
All those in favour of the motion - Unanimous 
All those opposed to the motion - 0 
Any abstentions - 0 
Result: Carried 

 
 
2. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  

 
Are there any items that should be added to today’s agenda? 
 
OLD BUSINESS TO BE ADDED 
 
12. None. 
       
 
NEW BUSINESS TO BE ADDED   
 
13 (a) Interim Election of Area 83 Self Support Chairperson for the 2015-2016 Term.   

Robb W.  - Past Delegate – Panel 61 

13 (b) “Make a motion to purchase one (1) overhead projector 2nd hand for use at the Area Assemblies.”       

Amy L.  – DCM District 26 

13 (c) “I move that we remove Dan N. as a signing authority and appoint James O’D.as a signing authority for Area 83 for the 2016 
term”. 

                                                          Kimberley M. Area 83 Treasurer 
 
                                   
13 (d) “To revise the Area 83 Eastern Ontario (International) Assembly and Area 83 Eastern Ontario (International) Committee 
operating procedures to reflect the motion carried at the Area Assembly Oct. 2014 to   “add Accessibility role/functions” to the 
Treatment Facilities Chairpersons responsibilities. 
  
The wording    “Area Treatment Facilities Chairperson” be revised to “Area Treatment  / Accessibility Chairperson” where applicable 
and in Section III Responsibilities # 13   Area Treatment /Accessibility  Chairperson  the wording “To be elected by the Area 
Committee. The Treatment Facilities Chairperson shall be responsible for the implementation of Treatment Facilities policy 
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within the Arm The Chair shall liaise with the Districts' and Intergroups' Treatment Facilities Committees, and shall provide 
assistance, when requested, in accordance with the Workbook for Treatment Facilities.”  Be changed to-  
“To be elected by the Area Committee. The Treatment /Accessibility Chairperson shall be responsible for the 
implementation of Treatment Facilities and Accessibility policy within the Area. The Chair shall liaise with the Districts' 
and Intergroups' Treatment Facilities and Accessibility Committees, and shall provide assistance, when requested,* in 
accordance with the applicable workbooks from the General Service Office.”  (*friendly amendment from Milner G.) 
 

Herb W. - Treatment / Accessibility Chairperson 
 

 May I have a motion to accept the agenda as presented or amended?  

Motioned: Linda D – Area Archives Chair 
 
Seconded: Brian M – DCM District 48 
 
Discussion: No  
 
All those in favour of the motion - Unanimous 
All those opposed to the motion - 0 
Any abstentions - 0 
Result: Carried 
 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
Our Area Registrar Sue B. has circulated the attendance sheets – please sign in the appropriate spot – there is also a separate 
section for visitors. 
 
Review and acceptance of minutes of the Area Committee Meeting of September 12th, 2015. 

 
Minutes of the September 12th, 2015 meeting were distributed by email and a hard copy was placed in your folders today. As some 
of you might be seeing these minutes for the first time this morning, with your permission I will defer this agenda item until after 
lunch to allow time for review before voting on their acceptance.   
 

*****Defer until after lunch***** 
 
District committee members' reports (Sequence of reports drawn from the hat) 

 
We have requested written reports from all Committee members, including District Committee Members. Members are asked to 
keep in mind the 2 minute time limit for verbal reports. Written reports may be as long as you like and will be included in the minutes 
in their entirety, if given to James O’D, our Secretary. 
 
I would ask members to come up to the mic to give their report. Order is determined by the chair drawing District numbers from the 
bag. I will announce who is up and who is on deck. If you are “on deck”, please come up to the front and be ready to present when 
the DCM before you steps down. Please clearly state your name, your position and your District when you are up here, thank you. 
 
Let’s get started 
 
District 02 - Malton  

Good morning;  
I'm an alcoholic, a member of the last chance Group, and the District Committee Member (DCM) of Malton District 02, my name is 
Ray R.  
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A Happy New Year to all. 
 
All our table and chair positions are filled with the exception of access-ability, but we’re hoping to have that filled early in the New 
Year. 
 
Our District is doing well and always striving to get better. And to do that, we instilled the help of Robb W. to facilitate a District 
inventory. It gave good insight into the things we are doing well, and the areas that we could improve on. A lot of great ideas came 
out of the inventory, which we’ll be discussing more in-depth in future meetings. Our district thanks you Robb.  
 
And while our district continues to learn and grow, we’re maintaining our commitment to our various service entities.  
In November, we held our annual service day, which was quite successful. We had about 44 in attendance. I’d like to thank all those 
who came out, and presented. A special thanks to Kim S. for coming out and sharing her story with us. 
 
In other areas, Corrections is planning a big book study this spring at the Ontario Correctional Institute, we have one about twice a 
year, and they are always well attended. 
 
 Public Information plan to further their efforts by getting literature into more rec centres, police stations, and Dr’s offices, and 
possibly widen that scope to target the airport and train stations. Cooperation with the Public Community is planning to join in on the 
upcoming Bring a Professional event, and we’ll have more on that as it unfolds. 
 
Grapevine is also doing well, we sold a lot of literature during the holidays, as our Chair attended a lot of Gratitude meetings. The 
new book Forming true Partnerships seems to be a hot seller. They have also started up meetings at the Toronto Intergroup Office 
and meet every other month. They meet again on January 28th. 
 
Financially, we are holding our own, we’re able to meet our commitments, while maintaining our prudent reserve.  
 
There is great enthusiasm at our table, and we’re looking forward to a healthy and prosperous 2016.. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, 
Ray R. 
 
District 06 Mississauga  

Good morning everyone. My name is David B. I am a member of the Lakeshore Group and it is my privilege to serve as the 
Alternate District Committee Member and I am an alcoholic. 
District 6 is vibrant and healthy. At present all of our committees are looked after. Although with the month of December being 
somewhat slower our Treatment and Public Information committees were busy with Treatment continuing to help make sure all of 
our meeting commitments were met along with supplying the facilities with needed literature and our Public Information Committee 
continues to work with PAN at the Aboriginal Community Centre by supplying them with initial literature and working to establish 
future meetings.  
A new group has joined the District 6 table (Had Enough Yet Big Book Study) with their GSR present bringing the District group total 
to 34. 
Our District is financially sound and a split between Area and GSO was recently made.  Although attendance has been somewhat 
lower than normal all attending our December Christmas meeting (pizza night) was enjoyed by all. On behalf of District 6 I hope all 
of you had a wonderful Christmas and wish all of you and yours the very best in this new year. As always if I can be of any help 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours in love and service, David B - ADCM District 6 
 

District 10 - Toronto South Central                                                          
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Hello and Happy New Year to everyone, I am a grateful alcoholic, member of the Yorkville group and I am privileged to serve as 
committee member for District 10; my name is Marty.  
First I would like to apologize for my absence, as I have another commitment this same day. I am very thankful to have a 
responsible, reliable alternate to stand in for me.  
As I am now halfway through my term representing Central Toronto District 10, I am truly humbled. I can’t think of any better way to 
serve Alcoholics Anonymous. This has been a year of learning, of growing, and of course knowing when to just sit and listen.  
I can’t say enough how pleased I am to be a part of this group of men and women who sit at the District 10 table. The mutual 
respect for the traditions, this program and for one another is just amazing. 
Yes, we’ve gone through some growing pains and some positions were not easily filled, but our members stepped up; at times 
wearing two hats and for the most part everything was covered. For a while our finances were not in great shape, but thanks to our 
GSR’s delivering this message back to the groups; this too is turning around. At the end of the year we were able to split $1000 
dollars between Area and GSO, still leaving us our prudent reserve. Our annual roundup was again a huge success. A special 
thanks to Joe D. for coming to share his experience and that of GSO on this year’s theme ‘Celebrating Diversity in AA’.   
What I am most proud to report is this; 
At every single District 10 meeting; before any reports are given, before old or new business is discussed; ALL of the GSR’s get a 
chance to share. What’s going on in their groups, what works, what doesn’t work or just what they are trying or doing differently. 
This is always a great part of the D10 meeting and after all it is their GSR meeting. By going around the table; everyone gets to feel 
and be a part of. 

I am happy to say more and more groups and people getting more active, we are seeing groups represented at the table whom we 
haven’t seen in a while. We are also reaching out to the groups who have no contact person on file. With the much appreciated help 
from Sue (our Area Registrar), we hope to see a zero ‘unknown groups’ in District 10.  
With that I will close by saying thank you for my sobriety and I wish you all a safe and happy new year 
In Love and Service, Marty 
 

District 12 Toronto South West  

Good Morning, I’m an alcoholic, member of The Prince Edward Group, District Committee Member for District 12, Toronto 
Southwest and my name is Sean K. 
In my last report at the Fall Area Assembly I mentioned a few vacant Sub-Committee Chairs and I’m glad to report that all but one of 
our chairs are filled. Also please to report that the Deer Park Group are back at the table bringing a total of 14 active groups in the 
District. Some of our members took part in the District 02 Service Day in Brampton. Our Finances are in good shape. 
Have a safe drive home later this afternoon and thank you for my sobriety. Sean K. 
 

 

District 14 Toronto North Central  

I am an alcoholic serving as District 14’s District Committee Member; my name is Don. 
 

All Officer and most Sub-Committee Chair positions are all filled for the 2015/16 term.   
 

Our Grapevine Chair Paul moved out of the area and we have been canvassing groups to find a replacement.   
 

Our Sub-Committee chairs are attending the meetings at GTA Intergroup. The York Regional Police literature program continues to 
run well and we are fulfilling our other service commitments.  

 
District 14’s latest attendance was approximately three-quarters of our active groups.   

 
This past October, our District, who had been facilitating a service meeting at The MacKenzie Health Hospital in Richmond Hill, was 
asked by the facility, to sign a room rental agreement that included a caveat that we purchase Commercial General Liability and 
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Professional Liability Insurance. An Ad hoc committee was struck at District to research the issue and ultimately it was 
recommended that we not pursue the purchase of insurance due to what the Committee felt to be the potential personal financial 
risk to District members as well as a substantial financial burden to the District.  The hospital would not relent on their demand for 
the insurance, adding that they would not allow the meeting to continue unless the liability issue was addressed.  A motion was put 
forward at our December district meeting to not pursue the purchase of this insurance and to respect the hospital’s wishes that we 
discontinue the meeting for the time being. The motion passed with a substantial majority and we advised the hospital accordingly, 
adding that District 14 remains willing to carry the AA message to their patients should the facility wish us to do so at any point in 
the future.        

 
On a more positive note, this month, District 14’s weekly service meeting at the Southlake Hospital in Newmarket will be moving 

 into to its second year.   
 

Financially, District 14’s Self-Support Balance continues to be healthy thanks to the contributions from the group’s 12 Step Cans, 
and our operating balance remains sufficient to meet our operating expenses.  

 
Alternate District Committee Member Dave B. and myself have been attending the Info AA Day 2015-2016 meetings and have 
taken on volunteer positions for the event that will be taking place on May 28 at 519 Church Street in Toronto.  

 
Finally, our immediate past DCM, Gord M. died suddenly at his home on November 18. His funeral was held in Richmond Hill on 
November 25 and it was not surprising to see a strong contingent of AA members from his home group as well as friends 
throughout District 14 and the Area Committee. Gord was a good leader and a trusted confidante – always willing to help out in any 
way he could.  While he often had a strong opinion on things, it was tempered with a humorous perspective and a sincere fondness 
for District 14 and Alcoholics Anonymous as whole.  He will be greatly missed.   

 
Yours in love and service, Don MacP.  
 

District 16 - Distrito Hispano De Toronto 

Good morning everyone and happy new year to all attending area 83 assembly. My name is Cesar I am an alcoholic. I am a proud 
member of group UNIDAD .As a DCM of district 16 Linguistic district (Spanish language) 

Our district represent six Spanish groups in the greater Toronto area and one more Spanish speaking group from Kitchener Distinct 
Amanecer. But most groups provide financial support to the district 16. At the moment we have blessed with four GSRs and we 
have a alt DCM Angela Romo And two committee la Vina, and Archives. La vina committee is ordering 30 vinas every two months. 
Spanish intergroup is supporting Also public information is active providing information to the community centers and any institution 
that requested information for the Spanish community. And they continue to announce AA thru the local Spanish newspaper. I was 
not able to attend the committee meeting for personal reasons District 16 continue to support area 83 and OSG We continue to 
work hard to carry the AA message to the still suffering alcoholic. I want to thank area 83 for your support and district # 16 to allow 
me to serve as a DCM. 

                                          

District 18 - Toronto City East 

Hi, I’m Katrina and I’m an alcoholic, member of Joy in Sobriety group, and the District Committee Member for District 18 Toronto 
East. 
 
We get about 15-20 people per district meeting.  Attendance has been a little off in the last couple of meetings.  In the November 
meeting, half the room got up and left at 9, so I am making every effort to finish the meetings by 9 – we start at 7:30, since then.  
We put a quorum figure into the latest version of the procedures, and because only about half the groups attend the district 
meetings, we lost quorum that night, so no business can be conducted anyway. This may come up in the district inventory, which 
we will be doing in the February meeting.   
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District finances are in good shape.  We made a split to Area and GSO in November.  We are receiving regular contributions from 
groups including some which don’t come to the district meetings.  All contributions are much appreciated.  
 
Our service commitments are being met.  Nothing has been heard back from Bridgepoint Hospital, which at one point was very 
keen on having a meeting there.   The District Corrections chair and his team are continuing to care of the Toronto West Detention 
Centre.  When the Don Jail moved to that institution, the volunteer coordinator specifically requested to continue to deal with the 
same volunteers for the AA meeting, so our chair and his team have continued to put that meeting on.  
 
Our Treasurer is taking on the Grapevine chair position, so we just have Self-Support Chair position not covered now.   
 
I’ve been working to eliminate the “unknown” groups and we are now down to one, and it’s alive and well and in the process of 
electing a new GSR, so we should be able to clear that one shortly.  
 
Yours in loving service, Katrina E. District Committee Member for District 18 
                                                              

District 22 - Scarborough  

Good morning everyone.  I am an alcoholic, a member of the Beaches Group, the DCM for District 22 Scarborough and my name is 
Eddy G. 

We now have 20 groups in our District.  The Vision For You Group closed in November 2015.  Their membership had dwindled to 
only one active member.  
 
Approx. 75 % of the groups attend the District meeting. The average attendance at the table is 27.  We are financially sound and we 
are able to meet all our commitments.   
 
Our District Officers positions are filled and they are doing a great job.  Secretary- Ed H. our Access Ability Chair has been filling in 
for Nina, Treasurer- Tom S., Registrar- Lynn E. and Alt. DCM- Angus M.   
 
All our Sub-Committee Chairs are filled.  Grapevine is open however, the Alt. GV Chair is looking after the position.  Five out of ten 
Alt. Chair positions are filled.   
 
Grapevine (GV) - Alt. Chair Ruth F. has been invited to group business meetings to put on a 5-10 minute overview about GV or to 
set up the GV display at open meetings.  She is adding a second GV display board which will serve as an information & education 
tool.  Also $500.00 US was spent on GV Literature. 
 
Public Information (PI) - there are three members- Bryan D., Tony C. & Austin R. who are checking & restocking literature display 
racks at 19 locations: 
7-Community Recreation Centres, 6-Community Centres, 2-Libraries, 4- Churches.   
 
Also the PI & CPC Chairs (Tracey C. & Derek L.) put together a literature package (10 items) & asked the GSR’s to ask their 
members who would like to give this package to their doctors.  
 
Treatment Facilities (TF) – Helen MacC. has stepped down as Chair and Jim M. is the new TF Chair.  The Tuesday meetings at the 
General Campus of Scarborough Hospital are doing well & are looked after on a monthly basis by the District 22 Groups. 
 
Corrections (CF) – The Wednesday & Sunday night meetings at the Toronto East Detention Centre (TEDC) are being looked after 
by the District 22 members & some members  from outside the district. 
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Archives – The East Toronto Archives Breakfast (ETAB) Committee is starting to plan for the Eleventh ETAB.  This is a joint venture 
between the District 18 & 22 Archives Committees.  The location will be the same as last year at Qssis Banquet Hall, 3474 Kingston 
Rd. (just west of Markham Rd.).  The date has been confirmed which will be on Sunday June 5, 2016.  They are in the process of 
selecting a speaker.  Flyers & tickets will be available in a few months. 
 
 
The GTA Information AA Day will be held on Saturday May 28, 2016 at 519 Church St.  This year’s theme is “Spring Into Action”.  
Flyers & tickets will be available in a few months. 
Also in the GTA we have Joint Sharing Meetings which are held quarterly. 
Both of these events are represented by the 8 GTA Districts & the GTA Intergroup Executive Committee, Finance & Sub Committee 
Chairs.  This is a great example of how General Service & Intergroup work together. 
 
The GTA Intergroup Sub Committees (PI, CPC, TF, CF, Access Ability, Archives) are represented by the 8 District Sub Committee 
Chairs for each committee.  These committees have a yearly budget.  District 22 is fully self supporting & does not use any money 
from this budget when carrying the message in District 22. 
 
District 22 had their District Inventory on Sunday November 8th. Our Delegate Joyce S. conducted this inventory & Amy L (DCM 
District 26) recorded the inventory minutes.  Joyce & Amy did an Excellent Job!  Thank You. 
 
Mel W. who was a past District 22 DCM for the 1997-1998 term has liver cancer that is terminal.  You can give him a call at 613-
393-2237 or email him at mel100000@icloud.com   He would appreciate it. 
 
The District 22 DCM has been invited to the Fellowship Group business meeting on Monday February 8, 2016 at 6:30 pm to do a 
short presentation on District 22 & General Service followed by questions from the members. 
Then the DCM will chair their open meeting at 8pm & ask subcommittee chairs from District 22 to participate in the readings.  Prior 
to reading they will talk about their committee & what it does in a minute.  This type of meeting was done many years ago in District 
22.     
 
District 22 continues with the process of Carrying the Message to the Still Suffering Alcoholic at the Group, District, Area, GSO & 
GTA Intergroup levels. 
 
Thank You, Yours in Service, 
Eddy G. 
   
District 26 - Lakeshore West  

Good morning friends, I’m an alcoholic, a grateful member of the Liverpool Group and my name is Amy. It is my honour and 
privilege to serve as the District Committee Member for District 26. 
 
Our District is doing well, we have met all of our financial commitments this year and were able to forward our balance on to 
GSO, Area 83 and the Lakeshore Intergroup.   
 
Our attendance is hovering around 70% at the table with our corrections chair position still vacant and I just learned yesterday 
that our Secretary is having to step down.   
 
In the last District meeting, we have gone from 2 to now four groups calling for support from the table to attend their meetings.    
 
Enough about the problems, the table is choosing is working to live in the solution and this hopefully will have a ripple affect 
into our groups and possibly our participation at the Area.  We completed our district Inventory in November and followed up 
in December with our first sharing session to identify where we are missing opportunities to connect the district table with A.A. 
as a whole.  An Ad Hoc committee has been struck to identify what tools and information GSRs need to effectively be serving 

mailto:mel100000@icloud.com
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their groups at the table.  Some GSRs for group financial reasons or personal commitments are unable to attend the Area 
Assemblies and don't feel adequately prepared.    
 
Our committees continue to carry the message to the Professional community Durham College and UOIT among the young 
professionals including presentations to the Practical Nursing and the Holistic Wellness Class.   They have made contact with 
other instructors at the College and are waiting on their reply. 
 
The PI committee at the last meeting handed out a very exhaustive tracking sheet for the facilities and Dr's offices that they 
have visited.  They have done an excellent job of looking at all of the categories peoples and places that might come into 
contact with the alcoholic, and they have reached out to make these institutions aware of the PI committee and the literature 
that might best serve their community.  On Saturday, March 26 from 1-3 pm, the PI committee in conjunction with Al-Anon will 
be holding a public forum at the Whitby Public Library in March. It will be called "Get to Know Us" to present to the general 
public what the programs of AA and Al-Anon are all about.   

  
Our treatment chair continues to schedule groups in our district for meetings in the Renascent House in Brooklin as well as 
being on call for Bridging the Gap needs in Durham Region.  Efforts continue to find more BTG contacts from within our 
district.   
 
In review, it has been a great year at the district table and I am looking forward to 2016.  I am sure that I am not alone when I 
say that we have had some passionate moments at our district meeting, but what is a sign that A.A. is working is that we all 
pull together and try to identify a solution and have faith that the process will work.   
 
Thank you for my sobriety and always grateful for the opportunity to serve. 
Amy L. 
DCM District 26 
Lakeshore West 
 

District 28 - Lakeshore East  

Good Morning, I am an alcoholic, member of the Courtice 12 & 12 and my name is Tom L. It is a privilege to serve as D.C.M. for the 
remainder of the term. Of the 24 groups there are still five inactive or silent. Thanks to the active groups in the District 28 there will 
be funds to disburse after the annual audit. Also, thank you to Joyce S. for chairing the District inventory on Dec 13,2015.Groups 
continue to carry the message to Renasent House, Lindsay Jail and Brookside Youth Centre. The annual Lakeshore Spring Round-
up will be held March 5,2016 at the Polish Veterans Hall on Stevenson Rd N. in Oshawa. Your support is needed! Happy New Year 
to all. 
 
Yours in love and Service, Tom L. 
 

District 30 - Quinte West  

My name is Miles C. and I am an alcoholic. Currently have the privilege of serving District 30 as their District Committee Member – 
Happy New Year to all. 
 

- May28/15 Roundup Brighton 
- Trying to get one inst. Member from Wilkworth Pen. For roundup 
- Treatment going well 
- Amended operating procedures have been sent to groups for approval 

 
Your in Love + Service, Miles 
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District 34 - Quinte East  

Happy New Year To All Of You. 

    I'm a alcoholic,sober today by the Grace of God through the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous,belong to the Foxboro 

Friendship Group and my name is Les M. 

It is my privilege to represent District 34 as their District Committee Member,and District 34 welcomes you all here today. 

District 34 is spiritually and financially sound and we are able to meet our financial obligations. 

 We still need a Self-Support Chair then all are positions will be filled. 

 We are getting great attendance at our District meetings,and all our sub committee chairs are working hard to fullfill their 

obligations,and our Secretary Ian C works hard to get the minutes and District information out to all our Groups.The 

Treasurer,Webmaster and and ALT DCM are doing great service work for District 34. 

Since my last report we now have a new PIC Chair.Brian H,who jumped right in and is working with getting meeting lists for us 

along with going to TAS and getting our answering service straighten out. 

We also did a District 34 inventory,chaired by Linda D,and the results were sent back to the groups to see what they would like to 

do  with these. 

Our Belleville Roundup was a success,and we had great speakers and Joyce did a wonderful job,we'll start planing for next year. 

 On a closing note,If no One told You today that They love You,let Me be the First. 

              Yours in Love,Hugs & AA Service...........Les  

 

District 36 - Kingston & the Islands  

Good morning friends, I am an alcoholic, a grateful member of the Get Well Group in Kingston and my name is Mac.  I have the 
honour and privilege of serving District Committee Member for District 36, Kingston and the Islands. 
We welcomed the Gananoque1000 Islands Back to Basics Group back to District 36. We also welcomed 3 new Service Meetings – 
two at the Kingston General Hospital and a new Big Book Study meeting. 
Another new Group is the Broader Path Secular Group. This group has removed all mentions of God from the Twelve Steps. They 
registered with GSO and received a group number.  They went to our Webmaster and asked to be put on the District Website. Then 
they came to the District Committee Table. The changing of the Twelve Steps has caused a great upheaval in the District. For the 
past 3 months we have heard some very passionate views for and against removing the Group from the District Table as well as 
from the Website. The GSRs took it back to the Groups three times to get a Group Conscience of the District. Finally on December 
30th in was put to a vote. A 2/3 majority was not reached so the motion to remove the Group from the Table and from the Website 
was defeated. As a result of the outcome of the vote the West End Group has removed the goup from the District. There are some 
very upset people and it is going to take some time to heal the wounds. However a motion was passed to refrain from discussing 
the topic for one year (until the next Table is voted in). 
The District is financially sound. And we look forward to a peaceful New Year. 
Yours in love and service, Mac B. - DCM District 36  
 

District 42 - St. Lawrence International 
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My name is Milner G. and I am an alcoholic.  My home group is the Fall Island Big Book Study Group in Potsdam, New York.  I am 
privileged to serve as DCM for District 42 St. Lawrence International.  
 
District Organization: 
Our Secretary, Jenny M., has rotated out after serving for two years – thank you Jenny, for great service and organization!  We are 
currently seeking her successor, as well as a Treatment Facilities Chair (position to be declared vacant in January due to lack of 
communication from the previous chair.) 
 
Literature/Grapevine:   
David D. prepared a semi-annual District 42 literature order from AAWS. But only one group submitted an order, by October 28 
which was not enough to reach the $500 level to eliminate the shipping charges.  The GSR of the largest groups, the Ogdensburg 
Riverside Group, proposed that when his group was ready to order more literature in the Spring he would give advance notice to 
David so that other groups could “jump on the bandwagon” and a combined order could be submitted. 
 
Public Information / Cooperation with the Professional Community: 
Louise T., chair of this committee, reported in December:  “Last month, [November] I received two special mailings from our Public 
Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community coordinators at our General Service Office.   …   It's my hope 2016 
will allow us here in District 42 to reach out to local high schools and health agencies to see how we can help carry the message of 
AA and recovery via this powerpoint presentation [received from Gary C.], our literature, and meeting lists.  As always, I'm looking 
for committee members, so please contact me if you are interested in serving in this capacity.” 
 
Adirondack Inter-District Initiative: 
David D., Literature/Grapevine Chair checked out Star Lake as a possible location for an “all-Adirondack” service day, but there are 
really no facilities large enough to handle such an event.  So he suggested that Tupper Lake or Long Lake could be other 
alternatives. More will be revealed. 
 
Website: 
Our new District Webmaster is keeping our website updated with meeting changes and event notices. Thanks, Bob! 
 
Correctional Facilities:   
David W., our Corrections Chair, will be working on establishing a definite schedule for men’s and women’s meetings at the St. 
Lawrence County Correctional Facility. Up to now the scheduling has been more “ad hoc” and we hope that a more defined 
schedule will help both the SLCCF and the District by encouraging more volunteers. 
 
Halloween Day of Sharing and Scaring  
This was a big success, with young people driving in from Rochester, Albany, and the NYC area to attend and participate.  We are 
grateful to event chairman Patrick L. for his efforts. 
 
St. Lawrence County Young People in A.A. (SLICYPAA) 
Patrick L. is leading the formation of a local (county) chapter to encourage young people to find that life can be fun in sobriety. Two 
organizational meeting have happened to far! 
 
I am grateful for the chance to serve A.A. and to help carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic.  
 
Milner G.    

11 Grant Street, Potsdam, NY  13676 USA 

DCM42@aa-stlawrenceny.org, grimsled@gmail.com 315-244-4959 (cell   

District 48 Seaway Valley North   

mailto:grimsled@gmail.com
mailto:grimsled@gmail.com
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Good morning, I’m an alcoholic and my name is Bryan M. I have the privilege as serving as District Committee member for district 
48 Seaway Valley North and my home group is the last chance group. 
We are busy planning our round –up which will be held on Feb. 6 in Dixons Corners , I have flyers with me today. It starts at 8:30 
with a pancake breakfast and we have a potluck dinner around 5:30. There will be AA and Al Non meetings throughout the day. 
We have a new Grapevine chair, John B has taken on that commitment .Due to personal reasons our Alt DCM has stepped down 
so at this time that position is vacant. After some discussion on the need for more self-support I am pleased to tell you that our 
group donations have increased and we are able to increase our financial contributions. We have put literature in all the schools 
and doctor offices in the district and we are keeping our commitments. Hope to see you all at the round-up. 
Yours in love and service   Bryan M. 
      

District 50 Cornwall 

My name is Wendy and I am an Alcoholic presently serving as District Committee Member for District 50, Cornwall and my home group is, 
Monday night St. Columban’s. 
Unfortunately we did not have a District meeting in December. There was a mix up with the rental of the hall. But I can report a few things.  Just 
before Christmas we had our Annual  Conference and it was a great success. The Conference Committee will be giving a check to District  For 
$1832.00 We had a few people step up to the plate to host the annual talkathon on December 24. It was held from 12-10pm. They had 4 speaker 
meetings throughout the day and a Pot luck Turkey dinner was served at 6pm. There were great volunteers and a Big shout out to ElaineG, Mark 
M and Kelly D for doing a great job.  In our near future we will be completing a bridging the gap request and I believe that will happen on the 5th 
of January.  The St. Columban’s Group will be celebrating their 65th Anniversary on the 11th of January. We have a great out of town speaker, 
Brian M and it starts at 7pm. Food and refreshments will be served at the end of the meeting. Everyone is welcome.   All in all, our district is 
strong and many newcomers with eagerness to do service.   
YILS 
Wendy E. 
District 50 

                                           

District 54 - Ottawa Rideau 

WELCOME TO 2016! 
Good morning. I am an alcoholic, currently serving as the District Committee member for District 54, a member of the Tuesday Night Beacon Hill 
Group and my name is Darlene. 
Our District table will be entering the New Year in good financial shape which will help in supporting not only our District but Area 83 and the 
General Service Office as well. (God willing of course) 
Our commitments continue to be met which include the Ottawa Withdrawal Management center, Newgate 180 Treatment Centers as well as the 
Inuit Facility. 
 PI (Public Information) and CPC (Cooperation with the Professional Community), continue the process of co-joining the two entities and remain 
active in their roles. 
Our Grapevine Chair and Intergroup liaison positions are still vacant.  
We have discussed and encourage at the District and Group level to have the co-ordinator of T.A.S. (Telephone Answering Service) to offer 
training to answer phones for remote access. One group has participated so far and we hope to have more involvement in the New Year.  People 
still use the Alexander Graham Bell method of communication at times! It is important for us to be there and a great way to be proactive in our 
sobriety.  
Side note: We have a very enthusiastic Self Support Chairperson and in the upcoming year we will strive to offer him an opportunity to share in 
that enthusiasm. 11 more meetings, 11 groups participating? 
The Fall Conference and Alcathon took place in November and December respectively and we look forward to hearing the reports on those two 
events at our January meeting. The feedback so far has been a great attendance record for both. 
Ottawa Carleton Detention Center were on a work to rule campaign, so volunteers were unable to go in. Guards are going on strike and the 
center is discussing closing down and moving the inmates to another facility.  
District 62 will be hosting a GSR Workshop on January 11th facilitated by our Area Registrar. Thanks Sue. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve this past year, 
With Gratitude, 
Darlene K. 
 

District 58 - Ottawa Bytown   
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Frank K. – DCM from Hull Liberty Group, Monday night 8pm 
 
All is well in our district. We held our Fall conference in October which sent very well. We made some money but not too much – 
enough to keep going.  
 
We just finished our Christmas and New Years Alcathon. It wasn’t as busy as some years, but the goal is to help people who don’t 
have anywhere else to go.  
 
Our rent for our district is paid for 2016 and we still have money in our bank acc. 
 
Michael my ALT, Rick our Treasurer and myself are keeping things going. We are doing all our commitments at the detox Ottawa 
Withdraw Center and Merrieville 180 Treatment Center plus the Inuit Centre.  
 
So as it stands all is well in District 58 
 
We are planning to join forces with District 62 Ottawa West in the New Year. 
 
                                   

District 62 - Ottawa West                                                                        

I am an alcoholic, a member of the Saturday Morning Westboro Group and am currently serving District 62 Ottawa West as their 
District Committee Member. My name is Patrick G.  
District 62 is doing well financially meeting all budget items and requests by the various committees. Attendance at our monthly 
meetings has a little better than a 50% of our 44 groups represented, as well as visitors and committee members. 
The corrections and treatment committee is currently filling spots for the new year while some facilities have put a hold on any 
meetings taking place due to staffing issues. 
We still have yet to get a rep for the CPC/PIC committee but we are putting a push on it. Last month saw the Intergroup liaison 
position finally filled. 
Our monthly district meetings have been very passionate and interesting as of late, often running overtime. I have had many 
members tell me that they feel the meetings are getting more informative through passionate discussions. The main topic has been 
the lack of participation at all service levels. Hopefully it keeps up in the New Year and helps to peak people’s interest in getting 
active. 
This upcoming year will see District 62 hosting a traditions workshop meeting prior to our regular meeting. This will be every month 
and open to everyone. 
This month we will be having our annual General Service Information Workshop, this year being facilitated by our Area 83 Registrar 
Sue B. This also is open to all and Districts 54 & 58 have also been invited. This will be a great informative day. 
Also coming in the not so distant future is the annual Longtimer’s Luncheon hosted by the Archives committee. This year it will be 
on February 20th. More info to come. 
I wish you all a happy new year. 
Yours in service,   
Patrick G. 
 
District 66 - Golden Triangle 

Good morning my name is Jenny C. I am a member of the Smiths Falls Saturday Night Group, currently service as the Alternate 
District Committee Member for District 66 and I am an alcoholic. Excited to be standing in for our District Committee Member Terry 
K. who is bringing in the New Year out of country. 
We decided not to hold a district meeting during the month of December as our meetings are held the last Wednesday of the month 
we took a hand count and at the time our table decided due to the holidays and lack of attendance it would be better for us to wait 
and get back to business in the New Year. 
District 66 has had some wheels in motion over the past few months. 
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Both our Christmas and New Year’s alochthons took place this year in Brockville, we had meetings held by groups all across the 
district. We look forward to hearing from the committee about final details on what went well and what we can do to improve and 
help the next suffering alcoholic for the up coming years. 
It was brought to our table’s attention that District 66 hasn’t done an inventory in roughly 10 years, so this New Year will start off on 
the right foot. We reached out and asked past DCM’s for their input and will be holding a district inventory in February. 
District 66 Round Up Committee will be working in full force starting its committee meeting at the end of this month. Our round up 
usually takes place in the first 2 weeks of April. Once we have confirmed a date and secured a flyer we will make sure that the 
information gets passed throughout the area. 
From our district to yours we hope everyone had a safe and sober holiday and we all safe a safe trip home. 
 
Yours in love and service 
Jenny C. 
Alt DCM District 66 
                      

 

District 70 - Renfrew Pontiac                                                                 

Hi Everybody;  I’m Mary Anne and I am an alcoholic and I have the privilege to serve as DCM for  District 70 Renfrew-Pontiac.   
In November we had our 34th annual Renfrew-Pontiac Fall Round Up.  It was very well supported and a rough head count put the attendance 
between 175-180 people.    We heard great comments about the line-up, the set-up and the food for the event.   Members from the District 70 
worked hard to make this round-up such a success.   
Our District meetings are well attended.  We have groups at the table that haven’t been there in ages.  It’s great to see some many people 
around the table who are willing to work hard for the betterment of AA in our Area.  We do still have some groups that are not attending and we 
will be working with those groups this year to see how we can remedy this.  It has been noted that most groups have been suffering membership-
wise and hence this reflects in our monetary contributions and why they are low.    Since November we have had one meeting close but we still 
have 19 active registered groups and 2 active mtgs in District 70. 
Also, happy to announce that the A/DCM position has been filled so that will help with the distribution of duties of the vacant Chair positions.  Our 
PI/CPC Chair is making great strides in getting the information out to the community.  The other Chairs are all doing a great job as well. 
We have already started working on our St. Patty’s Day Round-up which will be held on March 12th.  There are posters here today so please take 
some back to your groups. 
Our Service Day will be held on Saturday June 25 .  We are hoping this date does not overlap with Father’s Day or the Cornwall  and Ottawa 
Service Days.  The neighbouring DCMs (Pembroke 78 and Madawaska 74) have been contacted to get their input on the event and we are just 
awaiting their response. The location for the Service Day will be Cobden because it is the most central location for Renfrew, Madawaska, 
Pembroke and the Pontiac.  Posters will be available in a few months when details have been confirmed. In District 70 we asked the GSRs to 
canvas their groups to see what topics members would like to see presented and the consensus was a presentation on Self-Support and to ask 
the Delegate to come and speak.  It would be great to have another panel or two.  As I said we are just waiting to hear back from District 78 and 
74 to see what their thoughts are.   
We have also been discussing our 35th Fall Round-Up and are entertaining the option of having the meal catered.   We are struggling with how to 
organize this without having to sell tickets.  If anyone has any suggestions on this please feel free to pass them along to us.  Well that’s it for 
now.  Thank you. 
Yours in love and service, 
Mary Anne 

 

District 74 - Pembroke 

NO REPORT.  

District 78 - Madawaska Valley 

Hello Everyone, 
 
My name is Irvin and I’m an alcoholic. I serve as DCM for the Madawaska Valley #78 District.  
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We are still having problems finding service workers in our district resulting in us not having an ALT DCM nor a PI Chair. We do 
have Linda L, our district secretary, putting out literature in doctors’ offices and schools in Bancroft area and Debbie (GSR) doing 
same in Barry’s Bay. 
 
On February 25, 2016, the Maynooth group will be celebrating their 42nd anniversary.  
 
At our District meeting in December we were able to forward some monies to Area and GSO. 
 
I have a new email address, it is: irvincwhyte@hotmail.com 
 
Yours in Service,   Irvin W. 
 

District 82 - Victoria Haliburton    

Hi friends I am an alcoholic, a member of the Sunday Nighters Group in Lindsay and a grateful member of Alcoholics Anonymous, 
and my name is Jim S.  I do hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and I wish you all good things for the New Year. 
Our District is both financially and spiritually sound and able to meet all our commitments.  We are running between 70 and 75 
percent attendance at our meetings.   
One of our biggest financial problems at the District is the cost of our answering service.  We are getting good service from the 
company, but it being based in Peterborough the long distance charges are quite expensive.  We have formed an Ad Hoc 
Committee to look into other ways of having our 12 Step calls looked after. 
The saga of The Central East Corrections Centre is still ongoing.  Because of the labour unrest all meetings were cancelled for the 
month of December and we will not be going in until further notice this year.  Both our Female and Male Corrections Chairs are a 
little disheartened over this but they are trying to keep the volunteer positive and willing to go in when we can resume the meetings. 
Our new Public Information chair Julie L has taken the position by the teeth.  She is working closely with our CPC Chair and they 
have come up with some good ideas for Public Information in the District.  She had an advertisement for AA run in the local paper 
over Christmas and has updated and printed out meeting lists. 
The District 82 Victoria/Haliburton Conference Committee is working hard to put together the Conference for this year.  It will be 
held on May 7th at the Armouries in Lindsay, the same location it has been held for the last several years.  The Theme is “Gratitude 
in Action”.  Flyers and tickets will be available at the Assembly in March. 
That is about all for now, wishing you a safe journey home. 
Yours in the Love and Service of AA  - Jim 
                                                        

District 86 – Kawartha 
 
My name is Dave and I am an alcoholic the DCM for Kawartha District 86, member of the Liftlock Group, Peterborough. 
We have 22 Groups all with GSRs and 36 group and service meetings a week. For the District there are 8 sub-committees and they 
all have chair persons. 
The AA spirit of giving and support to the still suffering Alcoholic is strong and well within the District. Leading up to Christmas many 
groups held gratitude meetings, there was a candle light memorial and Christmas day dinner at Intergroup. 
2015 has been a learning year for the District 86 Table as we have learned our roles as trusted servants working to support our 
groups and provide service to the district. Some of the highlights have been: 

 A new treatment centre in the District. The Treatment chair and the Treatment Committee have risen to the challenge of 

taking the AA message to the clients of the centre. Well done. 

 We have maintained a strong roster of meetings and groups delivering the AA message to the still suffering alcoholic.  

 Your Service Committees have been working hard to ensure their responsibilities are fulfilled. 

 Our annual Kawartha District conference was its usual great success thanks to the hard work of the Conference 

Committee.  

mailto:irvincwhyte@hotmail.com
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 We have seen some members of the district table, service committees, and executive move on. I thank these members for 

their service and wish them well in their AA life adventures. 

 The membership has stepped forward to fill all the vacancies and I am pleased to see that all GSR positions are filled and 

all service committee chairs are filled.  

For 2016 we will be exploring how to best address accessibilities within the district, at least 2 groups are planning on doing group 
inventories and Back to Basics is being resurrected to introduce the 12 steps to the newcomer and provide a refresher for the long 
timer. 
To finish, in District 86 all is AA okay. 
Dave H. 
DCM, District 86 
 
 
 
BREAK (where appropriate) 
 
Committee member reports 

 
We now come to our Area Sub-Committee Chair reports. We rely on your humility and compassion to keep your reports brief. As 
with the Districts, written reports may be as long as you like and will be included in the minutes in their entirety, if given to Dan, our 
Secretary. I would ask the committee members to stay at the front after their reports to answer any questions.   
 
Our first report will be from our………………. 
 

a) Public Information                            Elaine H. 

 

Good Morning, friends and Happy New Year. I am a grateful alcoholic, a member of the Streetsville Group in District 06 Mississauga and my 
name is Elaine. And I have the privilege to serve as the Area 83 Public Information Chair for the Panel 65 term. 
I regret I am unable to attend this Area Committee meeting due to family commitments. 
It has been a quiet fall in Public Information since our fall Assembly although our PI District Chairs and Committees continue to be active with 
literature distributions, speaking at non-AA events, local media contacts, joint presentations with CPC to professionals, all the activities of 
carrying the message to the public. 
We continue to follow up on the distribution of Public Service Announcements (PSAs) including the newest PSA DOORS.  We had hoped to be 
able to post the video to the Area 83 website but unfortunately it is too large for our website – it is available on the aa.org website and DVDs can 
be ordered from GSO. 
I have the privilege of being invited to attend meetings of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) Public Information Committee – it is a very active 
committee as a group and within Districts in the GTA.  Recently, I was asked to participate as a presenter at a local March of Dimes facility. 
Gary C, Area CPC Chair and I are working to put together the second edition of the Area 83 PI/CPC News Exchange – a newsletter of all PI and 
CPC activity throughout Ares 83.  The request for updates is out – we know it is a very busy time of year – we hope to have this second edition 
out in early January. 
I continue to receive minutes from many Districts – please keep them coming – it is a great way to stay up to date on District activity. And a 
reminder to all DCMs to check that I am on your minutes distribution list. Also, it is important that both our Secretary and I have current 
information on District chairs – please let us know if you have any changes. 
As always, I am available to assist your District PI Chairs and Committees to provide information and for presentations. I can be reached at 
pi@area83aa,org or by phone at 905-601-2801. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 
 
Yours in grateful service 
Elaine H 
Area 83 Public Information Chair 
pi@area83aa.org 

 

b) Cooperation with the Professional Community      Gary C.  

mailto:pi@area83aa.org
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Hi everyone, I am an alcoholic, my name is Gary C. and I'm a member of the Stonewall Group in Peterborough in Kawartha District 
86. I have the honour and privilege of serving as your Area CPC chair for this term. 

Looking back at 2015, it was a busy time for CPC as I took part in 2 Assembly Service Day Workshops, attended 2 joint PIC/CPC 
Area Committee meetings, attended 3 District(s) Service Information Day events, attended 7 GTA CPC Committee meetings at the 
Toronto Intergroup, attended the College of Family Physicians Conference at the MTCC and, of course, attended 3 Area Committee 
meetings here in Belleville. I truly thank the many interested and enthusiastic CPC Chairs that show their gratitude by helping carry 
the message through professionals that they come in contact with. 

Looking ahead to 2016, I look forward to reading your District minutes and to taking part when asked in District(s) Service Day 
events. A second edition of the PI/CPC News Exchange Letter is being put together in an attempt to foster communications 
throughout our large Area. 

A question that has come up fairly frequently in meetings I have attended is why have separate Committees for PI and CPC, 
wouldn't it be better to have a single joint Committee? So, here is an answer from the GSO CPC Coordinator: "There is no set 
procedure when it comes to whether districts choose to combine C.P.C. and P.I. or choose to have separate committees. Our 
experience is that on the Area level these committees are most commonly separated. We often see on the district level that these 
committees are combined if there are not enough people willing to do the service that would allow the committees to stand on their 
own. Just have the committees keep in mind to let G.S.O. know who the Chair is so we can send both sets of service material if the 
district is combined. In the end, the important thing is that the service is fulfilled. We know that the group conscience of the districts 
will do what works best for the district in order to carry the A.A. message to the alcoholic who still suffers." 

In closing, I want to wish each of you all the very best in 2016. 

Let Gratitude be your Attitude. 
 

c) Correctional Facilities                     Robert B. 

 
Who will be your District Bridging the Gap (BTG) corrections contact person for 1 Jan 2017? 
 
 For the New AA correctional video Neil W.  District 34 CF Chair has put forward an impressive package to Millhaven Institution. As 
of December 2015 Millhaven has interviewed and cleared three inmates for the video and filming will start in January 2016. 
 
 Provincial correctional facilities AA volunteers have experienced some difficulty in maintaining regular access, this is generally 
attributed to ongoing union and labour talks. Some jails have little disruption and others more problems like Toronto East Detention 
Centre,   and most of all Central East Correctional Centre and Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre.  
 Saying this is an outside issue seems hardly justified when it affects so many AA meetings. Although, it is clear that AA has no say 
in any ongoing negotiations. We would let it be known that this is not an individual jail affected and that other AA volunteers 
throughout Ontario are experiencing similar issues. 
THE KEY IS    This will eventually be solved and meetings will get back to normal. 
 
 
Bridging The Gap (BTG) at this time is going Okay. Still updating CF Chair list with the corrections BTG contact for each District. 
Please let me know any updated info about BTG contacts for your Districts. 
 
 Reminder that the BTG program has no value if the inmates are unaware that the program exists. 
 
 At this time there is NO AA correspondence to Canadian inmates, but you can try to correspond with US inmate. To correspond 
with US inmate send your contact information to corrections@aa.org 
 
Thank Kim S. for literature will be distributed to District 42, 34, and 36 which a have multiple jails. 
 

mailto:corrections@aa.org
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Thanks Robert B. Area 83 CF Chair 
 

d) Treatment /Accessibility                            Herb W. 

Good morning everyone my name is Herb and I’m an alcoholic. I have the honour and privilege of serving as your area 83 
Treatment/ Accessibilities Chairperson. I am a member of the Redwood group in Trenton, District 30. 
 
I am happy to report the Treatment / Accessibility workshop reviews at the October Assembly were good and the meeting Saturday 
night with the District Treatment and Accessibility chairs went extremely well. We took notes and they are available to anyone who 
would like them. 
Accessibility is also moving forward in our area. I have had a lot of questions about what Accessibility’s function is our Area. 
 
Bridging the Gap is doing very well and I am amazed at the great follow-up reports that I am getting from some of the district 
treatment chairs. There is good enthusiasm in our committee. 
 
 
I attended the District 02 Service Day in Brampton on November 21, 2015 and was invited to share about Treatment in Area 83. 
What a great event it was. Lots of food, lots of sharing, and no one got drunk!! 
 
I have had numerous requests over the last four years for a copy of the Area 83 District boundary map and am going to do my best 
to come up with a revised easy to read and functional map to replace the old map that is in Area 83 Archives. It is going to be a real 
challenge but I am looking forward to the challenge. 
 
If you have any event you would like me to attend please let me know, I would be happy to serve you the best I can. 
Please keep sending you minutes and feel free to contact me anytime as I would enjoy helping you in your service journey. 
 
Thanks, Gratefully, in service, 
Herb W. 
Treatment / Accessibility Chairperson 
Area 83 
 

e) Grapevine                                                           Jim A. 

 

Good day friends. Happy new year to you too. I am an alcoholic, member of the East York Group, District 18, my name is Jim A. 
Thank you for giving me the privilege of serving you as the Panel 65 GV chair for Area 83. 
What I have done since we last met:  

District 2 Service day on Nov 21st. What a terrific day, full of great presentations, lots of love and laughter.  Good friends 
and service, does it get any better.  
Inaugural meeting of GTA Intra- 
District GV chairs Nov 27th. This is long overdue. I invite all GTA and lakeshore GV chairs and or ADCM to attend. This will 
be a recurring event on last Thursday every two months, next one is Jam 27th. The purpose of this meeting was to meet 
each other, share common problems and solutions and be a committee to get the GV profile increased. Also done for 
economic reason, to combat the evil US CDN FX rate by doing joint orders. 

Subscription Challenge 
Missouri wins with a 46% increase. Ontario finished with an 8.38% increase from 227 new GV subscriptions. The amount 227 is 
almost half of all new CDN subscriptions. DCM’s please thank your GV chairs and GSR’s for carrying the GV message. No word yet 
if it will be repeated, but let’s hope so. 
New book, Planners and calendars: 
As part of a bulk order I got my hands on some 2016 planners and calendars. I have a few with me today, see me at lunch. $5.25 
for planners, $11.00 for calendar, and $13 for Forming True Partnerships 
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Last year I issued a challenge to all of A83 get published in a GV. It happened last April with Derek R. from Ottawa. I believe that 
lightening can strike twice. One way to get people interested in reading the magazine is to see their name, or their friends name 
an1d the end of a published story.  So grab a pen, unleash the mice, and get writing. Please submit your photos as well. Could be 
the next cover! It can happen! See inside of back cover on how/where to submit.  
I look forward to hearing from/meeting the district GV chairs. As with Self Support I encourage the Chairs to help each other. Sorry I 
can’t be here today to answer any questions. If you have any comments questions suggestions or ideas, I would love to hear them. 
Contact me through the Area website at: gv@area83aa.org. Have a safe trip home, and I will see you all, soon enough in Kingston.   
It’s grape to be sober 
Yours in love and service.  
Jim A. 
Panel 65 GV Chair 
Eastern Ontario International Area 83 
 

 

 

f) Self-Support                    James O’D. 

 

What a great year 2015 was for Self Support. Our sub committee early morning meeting at the Fall Assembly really opened up my 
eyes to how so many in the fellowship are unabashedly spreading the word about how and why we need to make this our priority.  
 
This may seem somewhat of a grand statement but in reality Self Support is woven throughout our fellowship. From the money we 
put into the basket, the time we spend with a new comer – expecting nothing in return, serving on committees, setting up chairs at 
our homegroups, to putting out our hand at the front door to greet the newcomer and the not so new member who may be suffering 
too. All of this and so much more falls under the umbrella of Self Support.  
 
I had the great opportunity to participate in the Stateline Retreat early in December in Las Vegas where Billy N (Class B Trustee) 
from the GSO gave a talk on Self Support. He started his talk saying that one thing the GSO is not very good at is getting across to 
the fellowship what the money that gets to New York is used for. He spoke in stories and not statistics. Billy suggested that the first 
act of Self Support that was to start our fellowship was Ebbie putting a token in the bus to go visit Bill – and we all know how that 
turned out! 
 
Another story was about AA in the military. In June 1983 a marine stationed in Beirut wrote to the GSO requesting literature be sent. 
So they sent him a Big Book. In July he wrote back to thank the office. Later more literature and pamphlets were sent. In August he 
started the Peacekeeper’s Meeting of AA for locals and military. In September he wrote back that the group was growing. Then in 
Dec. of 1983 the GSO received a letter from a local that the soldier who had started the group had been killed in action. This group 
was the first to take shape in Lebanon and apparently still is going to this day. I counted a total of 38 weekly English meetings 
today! All of this was made possible by the fellowship’s participation by putting a little in the basket so that books can be printed, 
translated and mailed to the still suffering alcoholic.  
 
The Area Webmaster will be putting Billy’s full talk on to the Self Support Area page. I encourage everyone to take a listen…. 
 
In closing, Self Support is an exciting, living and breathing element that reaches into every corner of AA. By avoiding outside 
influences we are better able to take care of ourselves and others in the fellowship with our collective eye on our Primary Purpose – 
TO STAY SOBER AND TO HELP OTHER ALCOHOLICS ACHIEVE SOBRIETY.  
 
Yours in Love and Service, 
James 
 

g) Archives                                   Linda D. 
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Good morning/afternoon, my name is Linda D., I am a member of the Land O Lakes group and it is my privilege to be the Area Archives chair for 
this term. 
First, I would like to congratulate my friend James, again,  on his new position as Area Secretary. Things have been very quiet for me since our 
last meeting. In October I had the privilege of facilitation the District 34 inventory which went very well.  
I noticed that the Archivist, David T., had The 83, posted to the website. I hope that everyone has had a chance to look at it. There is a lot of 
great information about our beginnings in Ontario in it.  
I am going to be making arrangements in the near future for the upcoming Archives workshop, to be held in Ottawa this year. Please let your 
Archive chair people I am always available for them. 
I wish all of you peace, happiness and long sobriety in the New Year. 
Yours in Service 
Linda  

 

h) Service Information Day Chairperson                              Ray R. 

 
I'm an alcoholic, a member of the last chance Group, District Committee Member (DCM) of Malton District 02 , and currently serving 
as chair of your Service Information Day Committee, my name is Ray R.  
 
Once again, here is your Service Information Day Committee:  
  
Amy L District 26- Lakeshore West 
Jim S- District 82, Victoria Haliburton 
Don Mac- District 14 
Les Mac-District 34, Quinte East 
Bryan Mc-District 48, Seaway Valley North 
 
I would like to take this moment to thank the Committee for another job well done.  It is a great Committee and again, I thoroughly 
enjoy working with each and every one of them.  
 
Well, two assemblies down, and two to go, the experience and fun just keeps growing. 
 
Of all the success we experienced at the last assembly, trying to coordinate the audio/visual equipment with the presenters was at 
times, a little challenging, but it’s something we will give a lot more attention to this time around. 
 
The committee would thank all those who took the time to fill out the survey, as they provided helpful feed back that we could bring 
into the next assembly.  
 
This next assembly, being a pre-conference assembly, we have our work cut out for us. The recommended theme is “Our Spiritual 
Way of Life, Steps, Traditions, and Concepts. Theres a host of suggested wildcard workshop to choose from, and I’m sure the 
committee will have fun pairing the workshops with presenters. 
 
To the Sub-Committee Chairs, and Table Officers, I’d like you to start considering your workshop requirements, so as not to repeat 
the same mistake we made last time. The committee is also looking for three District Committee Members, who have not yet taken 
part in the Traditions workshop, to participate in presenting Traditions 7-8-9. anyone interested, please see me or any committee 
member.  
 
On behalf of the Service Information Day Committee, I would like to thank everyone for their continued support, and we look forward 
to putting on another exciting and informative assembly.. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, 
Ray R. 
S.I.D. Chair 
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 Registrar’s Report               Sue B. 
 

Happy New Years to you all; I wish you all the best in 2016!  I am an Alcoholic, a member of the Parkwood Hills Group in Ottawa, 
District 62.  My name is Sue Balfour 
 
I am thoroughly enjoying this position and it continues to be an honour & privilege to serve the fellowship as your Panel 65 Area 
Registrar.   
 
The roll call for today is 13 Area Officers (this includes the Area Archivist, and Area Webmaster), 0 Immediate Past Delegate, 1 
Past Delegates, 19 District Committee Members, 11 Alternate District Committee Members  
and 6 Visitors.   
 
For voting purposes, we have:  10 Area Officers eligible to vote (including 0 Immediate Past Delegate), 19 District Committee 
Members, and 3 Alt/DCM’s for a total of 31 votes.  Total delegation for this meeting is 50. 
 
All emails and snail mail I have received up to this date has been completed and changed with the General Service Office where 
necessary.  The GSR Kits should be received within 3 – 4 weeks for the new GSR’s I have entered so far.  If any of you know of 
GSR’s who have not received their kit as of yet, please come and see me over the lunch break. 
 
A year ago when I started in this position, we had 90 Unknown Groups in our Area.  Today, that number is now down to 54 
Unknown Groups, actually 50 after receiving more information this morning.  I have provided copies of these Groups in the 
respective District Committee Members file folders.  Please do the best you can in finding out why these Groups in your District are 
still listed as Unknown.  A suggestion may be to check on your Intergroup website to see if these meetings are still listed.  If they are 
not, there is a good possibility that the Groups are actually now inactive and became so long before your time.  Should you find out 
that some of the Groups I provided you with are indeed inactive, all I would require is an email from the District Secretary/Registrar 
asking me to have the Group’s status changed.  As I cannot change a Group to Inactive, I will then email GSO requesting them to 
make the change on our behalf.   If you could provide me with any changes you may have by the end of January, this would greatly 
help in having correct Group information available at the Spring Assembly. 
 
As a reminder, this terms’ New Group forms and Group Information Change forms, updated with my address and contact email 
(registrar@area83aa.org) have been posted on our Area website (www.area83aa.org) under Resources, then District Resources.  
They can be sent to me via email, or snail mail.  When completing these forms, please ensure that the Group Service number has 
been entered, along with the District number and name of the Group.  If your Registrar/Secretary does not have these numbers, 
please have them email me and I shall send them off to them.  Also listed under the above Resources, there is a How To – A 
District Registrar’s Guide should your District have a new Secretary/Registrar. 
 
Thank you to the Districts that send me your minutes; I do read them. For those that do not, I’d love to be added to your distribution 
list. 
 
Once again, thank you for your trust in me, and with the opportunity to serve. 
 
Yours in Love and Grateful Service, 
 
Sue B. 
Panel 65 Registrar 
Area 83 – Eastern Ontario International 
registrar@area83aa.org 
 
ATTENDANCE:   

mailto:registrar@area83aa.org
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                             VOTING               /    NON-VOTING 
 
DCM’s           19                / 
ALT. DCM’s             3                /            8  
AREA COMMITTEE MEMBERS                  10                /            3     (Chair, appointed positions) 
PAST DELEGATE                                                  0 (Immed.) /            1  
VISITORS                                                         /            6 
 
TOTAL DELEGATION:  50     
 
TOTAL VOTES:  31    
 
 
 Treasurer's Report                             Kimberley M. 
 

Hi friends, I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Ajax Area Group in District 26, and my name is Kimberley. It is my privilege to serve 
Area 83 as your Treasurer. 
At the Fall Assembly there was a motion passed to enable online contributions through the Area 83 website using paypal.  Thank 
you to Jim R, our webmaster, who has put in the time and effort to set this up for us.  On the Area 83 website under “About Area 83” 
you will see “Area Contributions”.  Please stress to whoever contributes through paypal to enter a group number. This will ensure 
that the contribution will be attributed to the group.  The group number is 6 digits long. Without this group service number it will be 
difficult to track which group contributed.  For example, there are 7 groups in the area with the name Keep it Simple. But every 
group has a unique group service number.  With the group number included, it is very easy to accurately record each contribution 
attributing it to the correct group.  On paypal, the first page of information filled out does not have a spot for the group number.  If 
using a credit card for example, the first page has a form to enter name, address, credit card info, email and so on. There is no spot 
on that page to put the group number.  After clicking “review and continue” you will see a reminder to enter the group number under 
“note”.  It would also be helpful to enter the district and group name. But most importantly please put the group number here.   
Some have asked if individuals can contribute.  Assuming that they are contributing because they love AA, then one would also 
assume that they belong to a group and therefore can include their group number for recording purposes.  If no group number is 
given with the contribution then it would have to be recorded as “unspecified”.  The Assembly will then want to know where the 
“unspecified” contributions are coming from. It would therefore be best to include a group number with any contributions please. 
At the Assembly in the fall, we put cans near the coffee to see if that would help increase contributions to cover the coffee costs at 
the assembly.  Last fall the 7th tradition covered 74% of coffee costs at the assembly. This spring the 7th covered 61% of coffee 
costs and in the fall this year the 7th together with the coffee cans covered 76% of the cost of the coffee at the assembly.  
Comparing the last 3 years overall there has definitely been an increase in contributions at the assembly to cover the coffee costs.  
In 2013, overall 65% of coffee costs at the assembly were covered by the 7th tradition.  In 2014, overall 66% and in 2015, overall 
69% of coffee costs at the assembly were covered by the contributions collected by the 7th tradition and coffee cans($443.05). 
The financials will be updated as of December 31, 2015 and emailed out to those in our Area.  These year-end financials will be 
used when calculating the 4 year average which will used for the Proposed Spending Guildelines that will be presented at the 
Assembly.  The Proposed Spending Guidelines will be emailed out around February 1 so everyone will have a chance to look them 
over with their district before the Assembly.     
Last year the Ambassador charged $11 per person for coffee over the weekend.  This year at both Assemblies the cost per person 
will be $13 for coffee over the weekend.  Please share this with your districts and groups.  Let them know that the 7th traditions 
collected at the assembly and the coffee can contributions entirely go to covering this coffee cost. 
In the District Committee Members mail folders you will find two Area 83 contribution envelopes. Please share these with your 
District and Group Treasurers for future contributions. More envelopes are available on the side table, please help yourselves.  
The General Service Office sends out a record of the group contributions from groups in our Area to GSO several times a year.  
The latest ones have been put into the DCM folders for information purposes.  The percentage of groups in our Area that have 
contributed to GSO as of November 30 is 39%.  Back in July it was 15%. 
Also in the DCM mail folders, as well as the Area Committee Members folders you will find copies of the financial statement for the 
period ending December 20, 2015. Copies of these are available on the side table and let’s go through the numbers now.  
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Page 1 is a financial summary. It shows our reserve account, which is set aside for unforeseen circumstances, has a balance of 
$20,000 and is in the form of a GIC paying 1.4% interest maturing September 11, 2017. 
Income for the period:     7th tradition collected at the Assembly and Area Committee Meetings ($6780.90).  Cost recoveries from the 
sale of service manuals at the Assemblies ($793.60).  Flow through is money that comes to the Area Treasurer with instructions to 
send it on to the General Service Office – this same amount is seen under Expenses for GSO flow through.   Grapevine – money 
collected for Calendars and Pocket Planners ($4 618.00).  Group and District contributions ($49 023.37).       Total income for the 
period is $61 585.87. 
Expenses for the period:   Committee expenses are $40 306.73 (Details are on page 2).   Area committee meeting – rent and 
refreshments ($925.10).     Assessment – The full amount of $7 500 US has been sent.  This came to $10 320.05 Canadian. 
(Motion: Spring Assembly 2007).   Bank service charges – includes bank fees and cheques ($152.88). CERASSA - The expenses 
previously listed under CERAASA were misleading since Area 83 did not finance that event.  The expenses were to reimburse the 
Delegate and Alternate Delegate for attending.  In this report those expenses now show under the lines for the Delegate and 
Alternate Delegate.  This line will be removed entirely in future financial statements.  Grapevine – This is the cost including the 
exchange rate of the calendars and pocket planners ($4 923.71).   International Conferences – this is for the hospitality suite at the 
international conference ($162.54).  Total expenses for the period are $58 006.19.   
To date expenses are $3 579.68 lower than income. The bank opening balance on January 1, 2015 was $18 927.31. Total income 
of $61 585.87 less expenses of $58 006.19 leaves a balance in the operating account of $22 506.99 as of December 20, 2015.  The 
bank reconciliation has been done and the balance in the operating account is accurate. 
The second page shows details of expenses. Here we see an itemized breakdown of expenses for the period. The top section lists 
Committee Members expenses to date, and the bottom section lists all other expenses to date. 
The Miscellaneous amount under the Fall Assembly covers :  equipment rental ($95),   Archives room($285),  overhead projector 
rental($104) and set up of the ballroom($600).  Taxes are not included in these amounts. This cost is down $84.75 compared to the 
Spring Assembly. 
 
Page 3 shows contributions by District. These amounts include contributions from the District, as well as Groups within the District.  
Thank you to the 175 Groups and 18 Districts that have made financial contributions to Area 83 this year. As of December 20, 2015 
all cheques received were deposited and receipts along with return contribution envelopes were sent out.  Compared to last year 28 
more groups have contributed and 18 districts have contributed.  Compared to last year, contributions are up $6 027.80. 
The 7th Tradition today was $237.05 Thank for your generous contributions.  
Yours in Love and Service, Kimberley M., Area 83 Treasurer 
 

 
    Secretary's Report                                           James O’D. 
 

 I would like to take this moment to thank everyone for the faith you have placed in me. I will do my utmost to carry out my duties to 
the best of my abilities.  
 
Wow! So much has happened in the last two months but here is a list of the highlights: 
 
1. Dan devoted many hours to my training and left no stone unturned. He will be missed but I am sure I speak for everyone here 
today that we wish him and his wife a great trip around the world.  
 
2. On December 28th all District rosters were sent to the DCMs for verification. Only six have been returned up to today. I would ask 
that the DCMs please review and send me the latest updates as soon as possible so that we can keep our lines of communication 
open.  
 
3. The Area Sub Committee chairs were contacted by email yesterday and advised that their latest rosters will be sent to them no 
later than January 15th. Everyone’s patience and understanding is appreciated.  
 
4. Everyone who should have a name badge and table tent card will have found it in their mail slot earlier. If anything is amiss 
please just let me know. D70 – new TC, Mel – new TC, Secretary – new TC and NT, Herb – New TC and NT.  
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5. If there is anything you need me to do just email and I will take care of it.  
 
6. Billy N. (the Class B Trustee the Self Support chair spoke of earlier) said in his talk that the service structure was not established 
so that rules, motions and bureaucracy take over but to facilitate carrying the message of Alcoholics Anonymous. I try to keep this in 
mind and then all of what we do here seems to make more sense! Lots more to say but that is enough for now. Thanks again for 
this great opportunity to serve you and AA.  
 
 
Yours in Love & Service, 
 
James 
 

                                                                                                      
Alternate Delegate's Report                             Kim S. 

 

Hi, my name is Kim, I am an alcoholic, member of the St Clements Group and I am your Panel 65 Alternate Delegate.   Happy New 
Year!!  This is a great way to start 2016! 
 
Since the Fall Assembly I attended the following events.   
 
November 3rd I attended the Joint Sharing session chaired by Sean K. DCM of District 12 at the Intergroup office at 234 Eglinton 
and gave a report on Area 83.    The next meeting will be February 2nd. 
November 14 I attended the Newcastle Roundup 
November 21 I attended the District 02 Service Day which was well attended.   
 
November 18 was the Remote Communities call which I was unable to attend but I did read the minutes and much is happening in 
Remote Communities in other areas.  The next call is Wednesday January 20.   
I did receive an email from a member in Area 83 wishing to participate in a Remote Community meeting.  I told her we do not have 
any remote community meetings in Area 83.  I will mention her interest on my next call but many of the Remote community 
meetings happen by conference calling or Skype.   
 Speaking of Remote Communities, at the Friday meeting of the Area Chairs and Officers at the Fall Assembly, I mentioned that 
Area 85 already had other donations of books from another Area and no longer wanted ours.  At the time of my conversation with 
Don from Area 85 he had only sent in ¼ of the books to a native reserve which was costly and he did not know when he would be 
sending any more.  So he thanked me and asked me not to send him anything.  He did not completely say he did not ever want our 
books but he said I would be holding them indefinitely.   I mentioned this at the meeting and the committee unanimously said they 
wished for me to offer the books to our Area where needed.    I gave all the soft cover Big books, 12 & 12’s, Living Sober and most 
of the Grapevines to Robert for Corrections in November.  I gave some grapevines to Jim our GV Chair at his request for his display 
which will be passed on to other Grapevine Chairs.    Herb is going to take a couple of large print Big Books for Accessibility, a few 
Big books and 12 & 12’s for Treatment today.  If any Committee Chairs wish any books or literature, please let me know.  I have 
hard cover Big Books, 12 & 12’s, As Bill Sees It, a few Living Sober and a lot of literature.  A box full.  I brought the literature today 
and will be speaking to the committee chairs to see if any of this would be helpful to them.  Also some of the literature I have could 
be handouts at future workshops such as The Home Group,12 traditions, and the GSR.  Maybe the Service Information Day 
Committee can pass it on if there are any workshops at the Spring Assembly that might make use of this literature.   
 
Besides the joint sharing, Remote Communities call I will be attending the ODC March 4-6 in Sudbury.   
 
Thank you for letting me be of service. 
 
Kim S. 
Panel 65 Alternate Delegate  
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Delegate's Report                Joyce S. 
 
 

Hello, everyone.  I am an alcoholic, a member of the St. Clement’s Group in District 10 and my name is Joyce.  It is also my honour 
to serve the fellowship as your Area 83 Panel 65 Delegate. 
 
Happy New Year, everyone!  I hope your season was filled with peace, gratitude and A.A. fellowship. I look forward to serving with 
you again this year and am confident that Area 83 will continue to carry the message as effectively as you did last year. 
 
It has been fairly quite the past few months. The following is a list of my activities since the assembly: 
 

1. Facilitated the District 22 inventory on Sunday, November 8th 
2. Also facilitated the District 28 inventory on December 13.  Both were days were very productive. 
3. On December 5th, our Chairperson and I went to observe the sub-committee elections in Area 86, which was held in 

St. Catherines. The main reason for the visit was for Rob to get together with their audit committee, which Rob has 
been asked to be a member of. All in all it was a great day watching how they operate. Somewhat different than ours, 
but still effective. 

4. On December 19, I attended the Spanish Intergroup Christmas dinner.  This year our Chairperson Rob and his wife 
Kathie joined me. It was another great night with a delicious dinner and of course the dance. The Spanish sure know 
how to party, without alcohol. 

  
The Ontario Delegate’s Committee meeting will be held in Sudbury from March 4- 6th.  I have already booked my room and 
have yet to book my flight. I will report back to you at the Spring Assembly on how it went. 
 
The 66th General Service Conference will be from April 17-23, 2016 at the Crowne Plaza in New York. The theme this year is 
“Our Spiritual Way of Life: Steps, Traditions and Concepts” I have started to receive some of the pre-conference information. 
One is the presentation & discussions topics.  I have put a copy of the topics in your folders for you to discuss at upcoming 
workshops and service meetings. Once I get the Agenda Items and background information, I will pass them along to the 
committee chairs. I encourage you to use what pertains to your committee in your workshops at the Spring Assembly, which 
has been designated as a Pre-Conference Assembly.  
 
Our General Service Office sent out the inventory report which took place over a 3 year period of 2013- 2015. I have packaged 
up enough for each group in your district. They are in the trunk of my car, which I have left open.  When you have a minute 
sometime during the day, please get your package or box which has your district number listed. Please distribute them to the 
members of your district. I would like to make sure that all of them are picked up so I don’t have to take them back home. I 
have an extra 100 or so which I will bring to the assembly for anyone who wishes to have one.  Unfortunately due to translation 
issues, the Spanish report will not be ready until April sometime.  Once, I receive them I will make arrangements to deliver them 
to Cesar, District Committee Member for District 16.  I still have a box of 2015 conference reports which I will also bring to the 
assembly to hand out.   
 

I would appreciate it if you contacted me as soon as you know when your districts will be having your service days to hear the 
Delegate’s report from the 66th General Service Conference.  I encourage neighboring districts to work together, if at all possible. 
Last year, the service days were coordinated so there was very little travel.  This will save on travel and in some cases hotel costs.  
If your districts can contribute to the expenses of the area members being invited it will be much appreciated. 
 
 I have already been asked to present at following Districts: 
 

1. Information AA Day in Toronto on May 28th for the 8 GTA Districts 
2. Districts 26, 28 & 86 service day on May 29th to be hosted in by District 86 at Peterborough Intergroup 
3. Districts 42, 48 & 50 on Saturday, June 11 – location to be determined – hosted by District 48 
4. Districts 54, 58 & 62 on Sunday, June 12 in Ottawa – facility to be determined – hosted by District 54 
5. District 70- Refrew-Pontiac on Saturday, June 25 in Cobden – location to be determined 



ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

Area Committee Minutes January 2, 2016                                    P a g e  | 31                 

 

As a reminder to anyone who can attend, the Eastern Canada Regional Forum will be held in Thunder Bay from July 8-10th at the 

Airlane Hotel and Conference Centre.  As your Delegate, I will be attending.  Registration forms can be downloaded at www.aa.org 

once they are on the site. I checked the other day and the registration form is not there, yet.  I will keep checking and will send out a 

notice when it is there. 

 

My Fall/Winter newsletter was sent out at the end of November. If anyone would like the history of their group or district profiled, 

please email the details to me and I will be pleased to put it in my next newsletter. 
 
Please continue to have your District Secretaries send me your minutes as I enjoy reading them.  
 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve Alcoholics Anonymous in Area 83. 

 
Yours in Love and Service, Joyce S. Delegate - Panel 65 Area 83 Eastern Ontario International                                                       

 
 

Agenda Item 4  
(Acceptance of previous minutes deferred from this morning). 

 
Has everyone had the opportunity to review the minutes of the 
September 12th, 2015 Area Committee meeting? 
Are there any errors or omissions in the minutes? 
I would entertain a motion to accept the September 12th, 2015 ACM minutes as submitted (or amended)  
Motioned: Miles D – D30 
Seconded: Frank K – D58 
Discussion: N/A 
All those in favour of the motion: All 
All those opposed to the motion:0 
Any abstentions:0 
Result: Carried 
 
 
Note: At this point in the agenda, I would like to recommend that we move to 2/3 majority. 
May I have a motion to move to 2/3 majority? 
 
Motioned: Bryan M. – D48 
Seconded: Ray R. – D02 
Discussion: N/A 
All those in favour of the motion: All 
All those opposed to the motion: 0  
Any abstentions: 0  
Result: Carried 
 
OLD BUSINESS   

 

Report from Ad-Hoch Committee on Area Inventory         Patrick G. -  DCM District 62 

I am an alcoholic, a member of the Saturday Morning Westboro Group and am currently serving District 62 Ottawa West as their 
District Committee Member. My name is Patrick G.   
Members of this committee are Katrina E., district 18, Jim S., district 82, and past delegate Sandy S. 

http://www.aa.org/
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As of December 31st, the deadline for submissions, a grand total of 161 surveys has been handed in. That is by mail, email, and by 
hand. This is well short of what we were hoping to receive, but the deadline for submissions has already been extended once and 
will not be extended again. We will work with what we have. 
The compiling of results has been going very well with approximately 90% completion at this time and I will be sending out the final 
report by the end of January. The multiple choice sections of the surveys came back with a majority of the answers being “very well” 
or “quite well” or “very satisfied” or “quite satisfied”. 
The comments section of the survey, which is the last page, will be sent out ‘as is’ in the final report. Rather than retyping all the 
comments (which could have taken many, many hours and days and weeks) a simple copy of every page divided into three 
categories (area, district, group) will be attached to the report. These single pages will not say where they came from, for those 
worried about anonymity. Not everyone who filled out a survey made comments, so there will not be as many pages as there are 
completed surveys. 
The majority of the surveys handed in speak favourably of the job the area is doing, however, I do believe that we should think 
about how to get more people involved. Having a low number of members actually attempting to fill out the survey may be sign that 
“involvement” is something we need to work on. 
Although I may have come across as frustrated at times during this inventory process, I would like to say that I have actually 
enjoyed every minute of it. On behalf of the committee I would like to thank the Area very much for giving us the opportunity to get 
involved. Service rocks! 
 
Yours in love and service, 
Patrick 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

13 (a) Interim Election of Area 83 Self Support Chairperson for the 2015-2016 Term.   

Robb W.  - Past Delegate – Panel 61 

No one on the eligible list of the past committee came forward (present or absent) so candidates were nominated from those 
present. Three candidates  accepted nominations: Dave L. – ADCM D26, Shane H. – ADCM D02 and David B. – ADCM D06. Robb 
reviewed our Third Legacy Procedure in a general way. Candidates gave their service resume and then we proceeded to the 
election. It went to the Hat and Dave L. was chosen as our new Area Self Support chair. For exact voting totals please see the 
appendix section. 

Motion to destroy ballots: Miles C. – D30, Seconded by Sean K. – D12. All in favour. Motion: Passed 

13 (b) “Make a motion to purchase one (1) overhead projector 2nd hand for use at the Area Assemblies.”       

Amy L.  – DCM District 26 

We pay $58.76 for rental per projector per Assembly. Bulbs cost approximately $10 and should be bought in advance so that there 
is never a panic at the last minute. Although the Area, as a general practice, does not like to acquire physical assets it was noted 
that we already have an Area laptop, portable flip chart, etc. A new machine would cost around $200. Herb also offered to donate 
one he has at home. It was suggested that the Service Information Day committee assume responsibility for storage and 
transportation of said asset.  

Motion: Amy L. – DCM D26 
Second: Linda D. – Area Archives 
All those in favour of the motion: 29 
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All those opposed to the motion: 0 
Any abstentions: 2 
Result: Carried 
 
13 (c) “I move that we remove Dan N. as a signing authority and appoint James O’D as a signing authority for Area 83 for the 2016 
term”. 

                                                          Kimberley M. Area 83 Treasurer 
 
Kimberley explained that as Dan is no longer on the Area Committee it would be natural to have the new Secretary as a signatory. 
Seemed to be just a formality.  
 
Motioned: Kimberley M. – Area 83 Treasurer 
Seconded: Amy L. – DCM D26 
All those in favour: ALL 
All those oppoed: 0 
Any abstentions: 0 
Result: Carried 
 
                                   
13 (d) “To revise the Area 83 Eastern Ontario (International) Assembly and Area 83 Eastern Ontario (International) Committee 
operating procedures to reflect the motion carried at the Area Assembly Oct. 2014 to   “add Accessibility role/functions” to the 
Treatment Facilities Chairpersons responsibilities. 
  
The wording    “Area Treatment Facilities Chairperson” be revised to “Area Treatment  / Accessibility Chairperson” where applicable 
and in Section III Responsibilities # 13   Area Treatment /Accessibility  Chairperson  the wording “To be elected by the Area 
Committee. The Treatment Facilities Chairperson shall be responsible for the implementation of Treatment Facilities policy 
within the Arm The Chair shall liaise with the Districts' and Intergroups' Treatment Facilities Committees, and shall provide 
assistance, when requested, in accordance with the Workbook for Treatment Facilities.”  Be changed to-  
“To be elected by the Area Committee. The Treatment /Accessibility Chairperson shall be responsible for the 
implementation of Treatment Facilities and Accessibility policy within the Area. The Chair shall liaise with the Districts' 
and Intergroups' Treatment Facilities and Accessibility Committees, and shall provide assistance, when requested,* in 
accordance with the applicable workbooks from the General Service Office.”  (*friendly amendment from Milner G.) 
 

Herb W. - Treatment / Accessibility Chairperson 
 

 

Herb W. spoke to the motion to bring clarity. In spirit, this motion is just a practical response to a motion already passed by the Area 
Committee. Joyce S. also mentioned that the GSO is dropping the term SPECIAL NEEDS. To eliminate future, possible and 
multiple changes to the Operating Procedures Milner G. offered the above indicated friendly amendment which was accepted by 
Herb and Miles (seconder).  
 
Motioned: Herb W. – Treatment/Accessibility Chairperson 
Seconded: Miles C. – DCM D30 
All those in favour of the motion: 29 
All those opposed to the motion: 0 
Any abstentions: 2 
Result: Carried 
 

Is there any other new business? 
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13 (e) “Motion to discard box of old audio equipment belonging to the Area which is not longer of any use.”    

                                            James O’D – Area Secretary 

 

James reported that a random box full of ancient audio equipment belonging to the Area no longer serves a function and should 

thus be discarded.  

 

Motion: James O’D – Area Secretary 
Seconded: Wendy E. – D50 
All those in favour of the motion: ALL 
All those opposed to the motion: 0 
Any abstentions: 0 
Result: Carried 
                                   

14. Sharing - what's on your mind? 
 
Several anniversaries were mentioned and much congratulations were lauded upon those who had reached certain milestones in 
their sobriety.  
 
15. Next area committee meeting. 
 
I would recommend the next committee meeting be held here at Quinte West on June 4th, 2016  
Would someone be willing to make a motion to that effect? 
 
Motioned: Frank D. – D58 
Seconded: Linda D. – Area Archives Chair 
All those in favour of the motion - All 
Result: Carried 
 
 
Reminder: The Spring Assembly will be held at the Ambassador Conference Centre in Kingston March 18-20. 
 
 
16. CLOSING 
 
It is now 3:27 p.m. and I would like to thank everyone for their participation today and wish you all a safe drive home. I look forward 
to seeing you again in March.  
 
May I have a motion to end this meeting?  
 
Motioned: Sean D. – D12 

Seconded: Patrick D. – D62 

All those in favour of the motion - All 
All those opposed to the motion - 0 
Any abstentions - 0 
Result: Carried 
 
 

CLOSE WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION 
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Actual

January 1, 2015  Opening Balance 20,000.00

Interest  

Transfer to Operating Account 0.00

20,000.00

7th Tradition 6,780.90

Cost Recoveries 793.60

Flow Through to GSO 370.00

Grapevine Seasonals 4,618.00

Group & District Contributions 49,023.37

61,585.87

TRANSFERS FROM RESERVE 0.00

61,585.87

Accommodations 8,480.55

Meals 12,748.07

Travel 10,528.13

Long Distance 0.00

Postage 216.08

Printing 2,551.40

Literature 1,372.85

Stationery 116.24

Miscellaneous 4,293.41

Area Web Site 0.00

40,306.73

Ad Hoc Committees 15.00

Area Contribution to GSO 0.00

Area Committee Meetings 925.10

General Service Conf. Assessment 10,320.05

Bank Service Charges 152.88

Forums 0.00

CERAASA 0.00

Grapevine Seasonal 4,923.71

GSO Flow Through 370.00

Ontario Delegate's Conference 830.18

International Conferences 162.54

17,699.46

58,006.19

Opening Balance as of January 1, 2015 18,927.31

61,585.87

Total Expenses -58,006.19

22,506.99

Total Income & Transfers

OPERATING ACCOUNT BALANCE

TOTAL INCOME & TRANSFERS

EXPENSES

Total Committee Expenses

Total Other Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSES

OPERATING ACCOUNT

EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL AREA 83

AS OF:  December 20 , 2015

RESERVE ACCOUNT

RESERVE ACCOUNT BALANCE

INCOME

TOTAL INCOME
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District 00 Unspecified $0.00

District 02 Malton $2,371.43

District 06 Mississauga $2,194.12

District 10 Toronto South Central $4,135.10

District 12 Toronto South West $1,360.06

District 14 Toronto North Central $3,340.00

District 16 Hispano De Toronto $265.00

District 18 Toronto City East $4,856.12

District 22 Scarborough $1,155.00

District 26 Lakeshore West $2,578.81

District 28 Lakeshore East $1,874.35

District 30 Quinte West $2,335.00

District 34 Quinte East $1,505.00

District 36 Kingston And The Islands $1,790.00

District 42 St. Lawrence International $585.05

District 48 Seaway Valley North $800.00

District 50 Cornwall $1,190.00

District 54 Ottawa Rideau $1,539.83

District 58 Ottawa Bytown $574.69

District 62 Ottawa West $5,498.29

District 66 Golden Triangle $4,045.00

District 70 Renfrew Pontiac $860.00

District 74 Pembroke $765.00

District 78 Madawaska Valley $330.00

District 82 Victoria Haliburton $950.00

District 86 Kawartha $2,125.52

$49,023.37

175 Total from Groups $37,792.31

18 Total from Districts $11,231.06

GROUP & DISTRICT CONTRIBUTIONS 

AS OF December 20 , 2015

Total Contributions YTD:

Groups Contributing

Districts Contributing
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AREA 83 – EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

ELECTION RESULTS 

FOR THE POSITION OF  AREA SELF SUPPORT CHAIRPERSON  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1/5 OF TOTAL VOTES CAST 

	 CANDIDATE NAME BALLOT #1 BALLOT #2 BALLOT #3 BALLOT #4 BALLOT #5 THE HAT 

1 DAVE	L.	 11	 13	 13	 11	 12	 SELECTED	

2 SHANE	H.	 15	 17	 18	 20	 19	 	

3 DAVID	B.	 5	 1	 	 	 	 	

4 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

5 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

6 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

7 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

8 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

9 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

TOTAL VOTES CAST 

2/3 OF TOTAL VOTES CAST 

31	 31	 31	 31	 31	 	

21	 21	 21	 21	 21	 	

	 7	 	

	

 


