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September 9, 2017 Area Committee Meeting 
1. OPENING 

 
Good morning!!  I’m an alcoholic a member of the Ajax Area Group in District 26 and my name is Kimberley. It’s an honour to serve 
Area 83 as your Chairperson.   
 
Can we open this meeting with a moment of silence, followed by the serenity prayer. Can we have that moment now please? 
 
Moment’s Silence – Serenity Prayer 
 
12 Traditions:                                                   Name : Doug P   District: 10 - ADCM 
  
12 Concepts (Short Form):                               Name : Ted R   District: 42 - ADCM 
 
Welcome to Quinte West. It’s great to see everyone here today. This is our third Area Committee meeting of the 2017-2018 term. This 
is your meeting and it is an opportunity for you to share what’s happening in your Districts. The Area committee is where 
recommendations to the Assembly are discussed and formulated and where tasks assigned by the Assembly are carried out. It is 
where your questions are answered and concerns addressed. Please feel free to voice any concerns or questions you may have. 
There may be someone in the room who has the same question and it helps to share. It is important for all of us to remember our First 
Tradition - “Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity”. We are here to ensure that Alcoholics 
Anonymous remains unified and strong in Area 83 Eastern Ontario International. Our personal recovery, as well as the recovery of the 
still suffering Alcoholic, depends upon it. 
 
When someone is speaking, please do not speak to those around you. Let’s be courteous to all who give reports and during motion 
discussion. 
 
Some reminders  
This is a non-smoking facility. This includes e-cigarettes and vaping.  A break will be called sometime around 11:00 AM and again in 
the afternoon.   Lunch is not shown as an agenda item, but we will break around noon. Please turn off your cell phones or anything else 
that might interrupt the meeting. Also, please be considerate of those with perfume allergies when applying scents. 
 
At this time I would like to introduce our Area Committee.  
Introduce officers 
On my immediate right, our Panel 67 Delegate                            Kim S 
On Kim’s right, our Alternate Delegate                                       Rob McA 
On my immediate left is our Secretary                             James O’D 
Beside James is our Treasurer                                        Sue B 
Beside Sue is our Registrar                          Amy L 
Our Panel 65 Immediate Past Delegate         Joyce S 
And I’m your Chairperson                                                       Kimberley M 
Area Sub-Committee Chairpersons  
 
Public Information Chairperson         Les MacD 
Cooperation with the Professional Community Chairperson     Jim S 

Correctional Facilities Chairperson        Mac B (ABSENT) 
Treatment/Accessibilities Chairperson                                       Marty M 
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Grapevine Chairperson                  Robert B 
Self-Support Chairperson                  Ray R 
Archives Chairperson       Eddy G 
Service Information Day Chairperson     Shane H 
 
These are your Area Officers and Sub Committee Chairs for 2017- 2018   
 
Also with us Today we have: 
 Panel 53 Past Delegate Roy R 
 
And in Appointed positions we have 
 
Area Webmaster – Jim R 
 
Notable Guests with us today are: 
 
Past Area Archivist – David T 
 
 
Housekeeping: 
 
The Area committee meeting will be held in this room three times this year and four times next year. We already met in January and 
June.  The next ACM will be here, on January 6th. 
The Area Assembly and Service Information Day take place at the Ambassador Conference Centre in Kingston and are held twice 
each year, once in the spring and again in the fall. The Fall Assembly this year will be held on October 27, 28, 29. 
Our meeting schedule up to and including tentative dates in 2018 will be included in the minutes. These dates are booked and secured 
with the hotel and church. Some are listed as tentative as the date of the following Assembly/Meeting is approved at the end of each 
meeting.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly rooms cannot be booked online. Call the Ambassador hotel and quote the group name AA October 2017 or AA March 2018 
or. Our discounted block of rooms is held until 30 days before the Assembly. 
 
Please note that the Friday open speaker meeting will be in the Ontario room, rather than the Ballroom. 
 

Year Date What Where 
2017 September 9 

Approved 
Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church  

2017 October 27,28,29 
Approved 

Area Assembly Ambassador Hotel  

2018 January 6 
Approved 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 
 

2018 March 23,24,25 
Tentative 

Area Assembly Ambassador Hotel  

2018 June 2 
Tentative 

Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 
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Reminder that on the agenda for the Fall Assembly, you will have the opportunity to nominate a candidate from Area 83 for the position 
of Eastern Canada Regional Trustee. 
 
 
 
Food: 
Lunch has been arranged by our District 34 DCM Gord, at a cost of $5.00, per serving.  Tickets will be sold at the break prior to lunch.  
You must have a ticket to be served.  
Thank-you Gord, for organizing the lunch, refreshments, and snacks. 
 
Seating: 
As much as possible – District Committee Member’s and Sub-Committee chairs sit on the outside of the tables. Alternate District 
Committee Member’s on the inside. Visitors and Past Delegates area asked to sit at the tables set up at the sides of the room.  This 
seating arrangement helps to facilitate the voting. 
 
Who votes? 
All Area Officers, including the immediate past Delegate, but not the Chair.  All Area sub-committee Chairs. All District Committee 
Member’s of Districts in Area 83; in their absence, the Alternate District Committee Member may vote on behalf of their District.  There 
is one vote per person. 
 
How do we vote? 
 
Procedure: 
Alcoholics Anonymous has traditionally made decisions by ‘substantial unanimity’. In practice, this has translated to 2/3 majority. At 
times, I may ask for a show of hands to get a ‘sense of the meeting’. This is not a vote, and anyone may raise his or her hand. I believe 
that the first part of the agenda today can be handled under simple majority. The items under new business are of such a nature to be 
under 2/3 majority and I will ask for a motion when we get to that point in the agenda. If, at any time, you think that we should move to a 
2/3 majority, please make the motion. 
 
Minority Opinion: 
A.A. has always protected the voice and opinion of the minority. When we have a vote, unless the voting is unanimous, or if the vote 
was to cover items such as acceptance of minutes, I will ask if anyone wishes to speak to the minority. To be able to do this, you must 
have voted with the minority on the motion. If, after the minority has spoken, someone from the majority side of the vote wishes 
to change their vote, that person may make a motion to reconsider. If this is seconded and passes by a simple majority, we start 
discussion again on the original motion. 
 
Calling the Question: 
During the discussion on a motion, a member, once recognized by the Chair, may move to “call the question”. This is a motion to end 
discussion and move to the vote. This motion needs to be seconded, is not debatable, and requires a 2/3 majority to pass. If it passes, 
we go directly to the vote of the motion or amendment we were discussing. I would caution you not to use this privilege too often or too 
early – many goods points and opinions will come out in any discussions, and if discussion is prematurely cut off, we will not get to hear 
them. 
 
Who may address the committee meeting? 
It has been the practice at the Area committee level to use the same principle as we do at the Assemblies: only voting members of the 
Committee have a voice. This is important for two reasons  
 

§ It keeps the focus on the fact that this Committee is in effect the steering committee of the Assembly – members are 
representing their District’s positions or Area’s in the case of our Officers, rather than their own.  

§ It also maximizes the time available for members to voice the opinions and needs of their District. All who are attending may 
say their piece during sharing time. 
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I respectfully ask for your cooperation in this. If you don’t have a vote, as I mentioned, please keep your input for sharing time which is 
scheduled for later this afternoon. At that time all in attendance are welcomed to participate and their opinions will be heard.  
 
Floor Motions 
If you are making a floor motion for the Area Committee to consider today, it would be much appreciated if you would write your motion 
out and give it to our secretary James. 
 
A call letter for the position of Alternate Webmaster was emailed out earlier this week.  Please share this information with anyone in 
your groups or districts who might be interested in the position.  Interested applicants should complete the resume section and return it 
to: chairperson@area83aa.org no later than November 30, 2017. 
I would entertain a motion now to carry out the first part of today’s meeting by simple majority: 
 
May I have a motion for simple majority? 
 
MOVED:  BILL C – DCM D74 SECONDED: DAVE L – DCM D26 
DISCUSSION? 
All those in Favour? All  All those opposed? 0  Any abstentions? 0 
Motion was   passed.   
 
2. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  

 
Are there any other items that should be added to today’s agenda? 
 
OLD BUSINESS TO BE ADDED 
 
12.  (a) Question about ramp to the risers in the Ballroom at the Ambassador Hotel. – Area Chairperson 
 
NEW BUSINESS TO BE ADDED   
 
13 (a) “Motion for David T – Immediate Past Area Archivist – to be included in conversation regarding the suggestions put 
forward by the Archives ad-hoc committee.” 

Moved: Eddy G – Area Archives Chair  Seconded: Glenn G – ADCM – D18 

13 (b) Motion: “I move that we treat the eight recommendations put forward by the Archives ad-hoc committee as eight 
separate motions so that each recommendation can be discussed.” 
 
Moved: Mike B – DCM – D62                 Seconded: Winnie S – DCM – D48 
 
13 (c)  “We of Area 83 ask our delegate to relay our desire for the General Service trustees’ Literature Committee to consider 
pamphlet #3267, “The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA” (approved by The AA General Service Conference in Great 
Britain), for use in the U.S.A./Canada. We ask the Conference Literature Committee to consider, in the 2018 General Service 
Conference agenda, a request for an advisory action that “The ‘God’ Word” be adopted/amended for the U.S.A./Canada. 
(Please see notes for precedents, need and background.) Furthermore, we ask that this advisory action, as is our custom, 
direct G.S.O. to licence, print and distribute “The ‘God’ Word” to groups and members in the U’S.A. and Canada in English, 
Spanish and French.“ 

Moved: Rob A – DCM – D10   Seconded: Michel D – DCM – D58 
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13 (d) “Remove from the Operating Procedures, Section III, Responsibilities under Area Archivist: “Attendance at Area 
Committee is voluntary, while attendance at Assembly is expected.” 

Replace with: “That the Area Archivist is required to attend the Area Committee meetings and the Area Assemblies and be 
reimbursed.” 

Moved: Eddy G – Area Archives Chair  Seconded: Glenn G – ADCM – D18 

 
13 (e) “Appointment of Linda McQ as Archivist, effective immediately, for 3 years.      
      Kimberley M 

          Chairperson 
The Archivist is to be appointed (or re-appointed) for a three year term by the Area Committee, on a recommendation of the Area 83 
Chairperson after consultation with the Area Archives committee. No vote. Is there any dis-approval? 
 
13 (f)  Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 

“Attendance at Area Committee is voluntary, while attendance at Assembly is expected.”  
 

          Add to the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 
“Attendance at the Area Committee is voluntary and expenses shall not be reimbursed. Attendance at the Assembly 
is expected and expenses shall be reimbursed.” 
 

Motion: Michel D – DCM – D58    Seconded: Larry D – DCM – D86 
 
 
May I have a motion to accept the agenda as amended?  
 
MOVED:  LES MACD – PUBLIC INFORMATION CHAIR  SECONDED: DAVE L – DCM – D26 
DISCUSSION? 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0 
Motion was   passed.   
 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
Our Area Registrar Amy has circulated the attendance sheets – please sign in the appropriate spot – there is also a separate section 
for visitors. 
 
4. Review and acceptance of minutes of the Area Committee Meeting of June 3rd, 2017. 

 
Minutes of the June 3rd, 2017 ACM were distributed by email and a hard copy was placed in your folders today. As some of you might 
be seeing these minutes for the first time this morning, with your permission I will defer this agenda item until after lunch to allow time 
for review before voting on their acceptance.   
 
5. District committee members' reports (Sequence of reports drawn from the hat) 

 
We have requested written reports from all Committee members, including District Committee Members. Members are asked to keep in 
mind the 2 minute time limit for verbal reports. Written reports may be as long as you like and will be included in the minutes in their 
entirety, if given to James, our Secretary. 
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I would ask members to come up to the mic to give their report. Order is determined by drawing District numbers from the bag. I will 
announce who is up and who is on deck. If you are “on deck”, please come up to the front and be ready to give your report when the 
DCM before you steps down. Please clearly state your name, your position and your District when you are up here, thank you. 
 
Let’s get started… 
 

District 02 Malton                                                               Shane H 

Hello friends I am an Alcoholic my name is Shane H. Things in District 2 are going well as far as active strong members at the table but 
we are short staffed due too a large rotation last term, however helps is trickling in and this DCM believes our District will be strong 
again.  
 We have a service day planned our committee has worked very hard and it will be held on November 4th in Brampton at Church of 
Christ 750 Clark Blvd 8:30am, we hope to see everyone and could use the support. 
 Our operating procedures committee has been meeting a half hour early before every district meeting and we are making headway. 
 This Alcoholic is truly grateful for the chance to serve, yours in love and service Shane H 
DCM Malton district 02 panel 67 
 

District 06 Mississauga                                                        David B  

Good morning everyone and welcome. My name is David B and it is my humble privilege to serve as the District Committee Member 
for District 06 Mississauga, Etobicoke and Oakville. I am a member of the Lakeshore group and I am an alcoholic. As the summer 
comes to an end I hope everyone has had a good one. Things have been relatively quiet. We continue to support Jean Tweed, 
Cawthra Shelter, PAN and the Peel Youth Village meetings with literature and our committees and district members making sure the 
doors are open. Through home group donations we are financially sound and are in the process of doing another split with Area and 
the General Service Office. Regretfully we had to say goodbye to Robbie V our district Corrections Chair as he has moved up north. 
We thank him for his relentless dedication to carrying the message and all his contributions to service. Michele L our Alternate 
Corrections Chair let her name stand and was elected to the chair position.  Our District continues to support the Grapevine and I have 
placed an order with Robert B. I attended the Joint Sharing meeting at Toronto Intergroup and as I am always happy to be of service it 
was a little disheartening to be one of four in attendance. Nat S. our secretary is updating our District meeting list to include all 
meetings in our district so if we have missed something please let us know. As our district is looking forward to the assembly next 
month we hope to see you all there. As always if myself or anyone at District 06 can be of any assistance please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
YLS David B DCM District 06 
 

District 10 Toronto South Central                                         Rob A  

I am an alcoholic, a member of the Twelfth Tradition Group and currently serve as the DCM for District 10 and my name is Rob A. 
 
I am happy to report that District 10 continues to do well. Our district meetings are well attended. We are in a good financial position. 
We currently have a few open positions at the table and I trust they will be filled shortly. We continue to put on service meetings at the 
Salvation Army Harbour Light Centre, CAMH, Maxwell Meagan  & Women’s Own Detox.  
 
I appreciate the opportunity to serve. Yours In Love & Service, 
 
Rob A 
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District 12 Toronto South West                                            Mark B 

Hi friends I am an alcoholic member of the Birds Of A Feather Group serving as our District Committee Member in District 12 Toronto 
SouthWest my name is Mark. Since the last time we all met here in June we have had pretty good summer in District 12 Toronto 
SouthWest. We had talked about a summer hiatus though with things popping up from the last area meeting. We decided to keep 
rolling on with the monthly meetings averaging 9 to 12 groups at our summer meetings. Gets awfully hot and humid in the city luckily 
our meeting location has a nice fair size main hall we can use if not occupied by another group renting space at the same time. With 
solid contributions flowing in we have been able to send on to our Area and G S O respectively. Thanks to group interest on the 
Grapevine Calendar and Pocket Planner purchases we bring enough funds today for the purchase of 16 calendars and 17 pocket 
planners. Over the course of the summer meetings have taken the time to educate our G S R ‘s on the upcoming changes coming to 
Archives in the Area Guidelines and Procedures. So no one is unprepared for our upcoming Fall Assembly. Our sub committee chairs 
are doing a great job up to this point though through the grapevine some changes will be happening at our September meeting. We will 
also deal with a motion concerning discontinuing one of our service meetings so our fall plans to be just as lively in District 12. Wish 
you all a safe drive home later today until we meet again in Kingston at the end of October.  
 
Yours In Service  
Mark B - DCM  D 12 Toronto SouthWest 
  

District 14 Toronto North Central                                         Dave B  

My name is Dave B and I'm an alcoholic, and your district 14 district Committee Member. Our attendance is about 2/3 of our general 
service reps. Our finances are stable and our service commitments are being met.  I'm very happy to report that most of our committee 
chairs are now filled. Looking forward to seeing everybody at the Kingston assembly. 
Yours in service - David B 
 

District 16 Distrito Hispano De Toronto         Angie R  

Good morning, everyone. My name is Angie R. and I am a grateful alcoholic, member of Grupo Distinto Amanecer in Kitchener and 
DCM for District 16. District 16 is the Spanish-language district of area 83 and comprises 7 groups in Toronto, one in Hamilton, and 
another in Kitchener. Our district overlaps with other districts geographically, as well as area 86. To date , our District has filled the 
positions of DCM and alternate, treasurer, archives chair and grapevine chair. We are still looking to fill the other service positions. 
District committee members visit the groups in the District regularly to motivate our members to get involved in service.  
Our District has met twice since the June Area Committee Meeting. During that time, three groups celebrated their anniversaries with 
an open speaker meeting followed by a dinner and dance. Two of the groups also held marathon meetings, which are closed meetings, 
as part of the celebrations. These events are posted on our District website. Our District is in the process of formalizing our operating 
procedures, using those from District 10 as a model. The goal is to complete this project prior to the Spring Assembly in Kingston. We 
have taken advantage of the early bird Grapevine pocket planner special to purchase a bulk number of pocket planners which the 
GSRs will sell in their groups when they arrive. The District has a bulk subscription to Grapevine magazine/La Vina and the GSRs sell 
these in their groups as well. We are looking at ways to promote other Grapevine publications in our groups. Most of these publications 
are available in Spanish. I would like to invite you in your positions as trusted servants of AA to encourage the members of your 
Districts to visit the groups in District 16. Most of our groups are struggling with small numbers, and it is always a pleasure to see new 
faces and hear new experiences. There is always a hot cup of coffee waiting for you in any District 16 meeting.  
Yours in love and service, Angie R. 
 

District 18 Toronto City East                                    Michael A - (Report given by Glenn – ADCM) 

Good morning friends, I am an alcoholic, a member of the East York group, having the honour, privilege and responsibility, to serve, as 
Alternate District Committee Member (ADCM) for District 18, Toronto City East; my name is Glenn.  
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District 18 is both financially and spiritually healthy with a strong Tradition 5 focus of both facilitating opportunities for, and carrying the 
message to, our fellows. 
District 18 comprises a large geographic area, roughly bounded by lakes Ontario and Simcoe, Bayview Avenue to the West and 
Victoria Park Avenue to the East. 
We have approximately 25 groups and a few service meetings, including three in treatment locations and one in a correctional facility. 
Our groups are fulfilling their commitments. 
Approximately half of our groups attend the monthly district meeting, which is held the second Tuesday of each month. We have a few 
alternate committee chair positions available but all committee chair positions are filled. In addition to their regular committee work, our 
chairs and/or their alternates, attend, encourage and advocate for service with other districts on related greater Toronto area intergroup 
committees.  
Our DCM and ADCM actively attend meetings around our district. They visit approximately two thirds of our groups each month offering 
both encouragement and district service opportunities. 
Here’s a fabulous District 18 committee story: Both of our self support committee chair, and alternate positions, have been vacant for a 
couple of years. I had both the pleasure and honour to speak at a member’s one year medallion, at one of our groups. The member 
asked me about service, on several occasions, before and afterwards. She was already quite active in her group. I suggested that she 
consider standing for the group service representative (GSR) position with the next election opportunity. She stood and was elected at 
one of her group’s business meetings. At her second district meeting, I encouraged her to stand for election as Self support chair. She 
did and was acclaimed. At the end of her first month, she called me to say that she had nothing to report at the upcoming District 
meeting. I gently reminded her of what she had told me she had done that month: read and internalized the entire self support 
package, connected with both the past district self support chair and current area 83 chair for guidance; receiving encouragement and 
confidence, reviewed the self support resources information on both the Area 83 and General Service Office (GSO) websites. She was 
then able to present a report. Sometimes we don’t give ourselves enough credit for the work we do. This member did more in a month 
than I’ve seen some members do in a year! In her second month, she both researched history for, and followed up on, the self support 
can initiative. These cans are distributed to, and used by, our groups. The money in the cans, donated by members, specifically helps 
to fund the purchase of literature, for our District 18 service committees, to use in institutions. In her third month, she both requested 
and obtained group conscience from her home group to support other District 18 groups struggling with meeting attendance. 
I imagine that everyone in this room has both observed and experienced the same passion, enthusiasm and joy for service, I’ve just 
related. Thank you all! 
Yours in loving service, 
Glenn G. Alternate District Committee Member (ADCM) District 18, Toronto City East 
 

District 22 Scarborough                                                      Tom S  

         Hi Everybody; I’m an Alcoholic, member of the Saturday Morning Discussion Group, and currently District Committee Member 
(DCM) at Scarborough District 22. My name is Tom S. 
         I reported at the last ACM in June that Scarborough District 22 would be co-hosting the 12th Annual East Toronto Archives 
Breakfast with Toronto City East District 18. I’m sure that you have all been waiting patiently to hear about how it turned out. 
Well, we had a glitch. Some tickets sold were not included in the final tally. We expected 80-90 attendees, but ended up with 130. The 
QSSIS Banquet Hall set up extra tables with table cloths and cooked up more food. Everybody got fed. Ben was a great speaker. 
If we have to have a glitch, this one was easy to live with. More the merrier. 
         Coming up. Scarborough District 22 Service Day, September 16th at the Oakridge Community Centre at 63 Pharmacy Av. 2 
blocks east of the Victoria Park Subway station. Theme: My Service, My Sobriety. Starting at 9 am until 3 pm there will be service 
panels, speakers, a free lunch, and fellowship. The whole day is free. No charge. All are welcome. Kim S. and Rob McA. will be 
attending, so you can come out and hang around with them. Then, in the evening, we will be having a Clean and Sober Dance with 
tickets priced at $10. 
         Generally, we’re doing well. We have an interim Corrections Chair overseeing 2 meetings per week being put on at the Metro 
East Detention Centre. We are still looking for a Grapevine Chair. Treatment continues to coordinate 12 different groups hosting a 
month each of service meetings at the Scarborough General Hospital. 
         We’re covering expenses and send money to Area and NY. We’ve had a bit of a lower turn out over the summer, but expect that 
to change as people return from their holidays. Lynn E. our Alternate DCM, and myself, have discussed going out to groups that have 
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not been represented at our Table lately, and welcoming them back. 
 

District 26 Lakeshore West                                                 Dave L  

Good morning friends, I am an alcoholic, a grateful member of the Liverpool Group and my name is Dave. It is my honour and privilege 
to serve as the District Committee Member for District 26, Lakeshore West.  
Since our last Area Committee meeting we have had one District meeting at the end of June before the table took our usual summer 
hiatus.  I am looking forward to reconvening next week and hear how the groups and committees are doing.  
Our District currently has vacancies in the Corrections and Grapevine Chairperson positions. 
Our CPC committee is gearing up for the Annual "Bring a Professional Event" to be held on November 9 at the Unifor Hall in Oshawa.  
This event is also partnering with Al-Anon and will have three speakers, a member of AA, of Al-Anon, and a Professional from the 
Durham Region.   Invitations were going to be sent out to the Professional community shortly. 
Our district, along with District 28 continued over the summer to participate in meetings at the Renascent House. In August, the two 
districts held another great 3-day AA and Al-Anon event with the 45th Annual Lakeshore Districts' Conference.  The Conference was 
well attended and the theme this year was “The Turning Point”. The groups in the two districts provided fantastic support to this event. 
The speakers were excellent and there was a lot of great energy at the event. 
Financially our District is doing well and I have great optimism that the district and its groups will continue to carry the message of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  
 I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve.  
 
Yours in love and service, Dave L., District Committee Member for District 26 
 

District 28 Lakeshore East                                                  JoAnn P  

Good Morning, I am an alcoholic, member of Courtice 12 and 12 serving Lakeshore District 28 East as District Committee Member and 
my name is JoAnn.  
At the June Area Committee Meeting, Gord from District 34 handed me a folder full of interesting archival material from the 70’s – 80’s 
time period that were his Father-in-law’s records.  There have been many discussions over the years regarding boundaries for the 
division of Lakeshore Districts and I can report that we now have the definitive answer.  Happy 35 years as Lakeshore Districts East 
and West.  I have forwarded these items to our District 28 Archives Chairperson, Dar B. 
 At our June District meeting, we confirmed our 2018 Lakeshore Districts Conference Committee Chair, Tamara B, who subsequently 
resigned her position as District Self Support Chair.  We filled this position and welcome Eileen S as our new Self Support chair for the 
remainder of the 2017-2018 term.  We have one chair position to be filled, Cooperation with the Professional Community, and I expect 
that we will have this completed tomorrow at our District Meeting.  We also discussed the service piece from the General Service Office 
regarding Safety.  All groups received a copy of Safety and AA:  Our Common Welfare and were encouraged to start a dialogue 
regarding this important issue.  Our finances are adequate and we are fulfilling our service obligations. 
The 45th Annual Lakeshore Districts Conference took place August 11 – 13th at the LVIV Hall in Oshawa.  The organizing committee, 
led by Jason A from District 26, did an amazing job and we had a wonderful weekend of speakers and fellowship.  The final 
Conference report will be presented to Districts 26 and 28 in October.   
Speaking of October, I am looking forward to the Fall Assembly and I am encouraging District 28 to come out in full force.  We are 
going to have fun in Kingston! 
Yours in Love and Service,  
JoAnn P - District Committee Member - Lakeshore District 28 East  
 

District 30 Quinte West                                                       Ian W  

 Good morning everyone, I’m an alcoholic , member of the Alderville Pioneer group, currently serving as District Committee Member for District 30, 
Quinte West, and my name is Ian W.  
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Our District has had a quiet summer. Our finances are good after a late spring appeal for District contributions. A motion was discussed, and passed, 
to formalize the reporting of expenses for District officers at  Area Assemblies, usually a hot topic. Hopefully this will help our treasurer compile a 
more detailed financial report for the groups.    We still have some open chairs at our table, and some members holding multiple positions, but the 
message is being  carried with enthusiasm.  
We  will have a new secretary on board next month  (if she is accepted by the table)  and we have already  been working together to get our contact 
information and other records better organized. Very exciting !  
 Next weekend, Sunday, September 17, we have invited our Delegate, Kim S., to come out to our  District meeting to give her Delegate’s report. The 
plan is to begin our regular meeting an hour early, at 1:00, and give Kim the floor at about 2:30.  Any members are welcome to come out to Trinity St. 
Andrews Church , Brighton, same place as our roundup, for the 2:30 report.  
 
Yours in service,    Ian W,   District 30 DCM,   wian@rogers.com 
 

District 34 Quinte East                                                        Gord T  

Report given but not submitted for insertion into minutes.  

District 36 Kingston & the Islands                                       Martin St-L 

District 36 is going very well lately. We had an election for a new A/DCM and Jack R. was elected for the position. We are really happy 
to have Jack at the table due to his previous experience as DCM and he will certainly become a precious help for me and the rest of 
the table. 
 
The correction committee in Kingston as few more escorts to bring inmate to outside meeting. 
They sure would love to have more. I think that a little better or a lot better is still better than worse. 
 
Treatment Facilities chair district 66 came to our district meeting and ask for help to chair a meeting in a rehab center in Mallorytown. 
The district decided not to get involved in this because district and member feel that we already have a lot on our plate with many 
meeting in detox, Detention center, and hospital.  Few of individual member heard the needs for help and decide to go give their 
personal time I hope the Alcoholics who still suffer can get the help they need. 
 
We are working in refreshing our guidelines and procedures to help us saving time in our monthly meeting. 
 
The last two months we are making good efforts to keep the meeting in order and saved a lot of valuable time for everyone. It get better 
and better each months and we want to keep it that way. 
 
Martin St-L - 418-930-2772 - Yourdistrict36@gmail.com 
  

District 42 St. Lawrence International                      Pat M 

My name is Pat M and I am an alcoholic and the District Committee Member for District 42.  My home group is the Potsdam Nooner 
Group, Potsdam, NY. 
 
Since the last Committee Meeting, four members from our district participated in a panel at the Delegate Information Day on June 11 
hosted by District 66 in Kemptville.  Thank you Kim for your service and presentation and thank you to those who planned the day so 
successfully. 
 
The Inter-district Fellowship Day in Malone on August 12 was also a success.  The attendance, the speakers, the panel (including 
Chris from District 66), the location and food were all excellent.  Don S from District 19 planned this event along with David D from our 
district.  The next Inter-district Fellowship Day will be in February, 2018, with our District hosting.  
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All our district positions are filled with Heidi T coming on board as the Literature/Grapevine Chair.  Milner, our treasurer, reported that 
our finances are healthy with all obligations met.  We have the resources to pay for an updated meeting list which is currently being 
revised and to pay the fee for a new location for our archives.  Heidi C, our Corrections Chair, has increased the number of volunteers 
leading meetings in the jails—we now have 5 men and 5 women to facilitate the meetings. 
 
There remains some confusion with regards to adding a Workshop Chair positon, therefore, an Ad Hoc committee was appointed to 
further explore this possibility and make recommendations to our district. 
 
Finally, questions have come to our district meeting regarding the lawsuit between the AAWS and the individual who is planning to 
auction the original manuscipt of the Big Book.  The district meeting voted to express our desire to this Area Committee Meeting  to be 
updated and informed about the status of this case so that groups can express their opinion.  It is our understanding right now that 
negotiations are occuring and the lawsuit itself is on hold.  Questions such as how does this lawsuit square with our traditions and how 
will the lawsuit be funded has been brought to our district.   
 
Thank you for your support and for this opportunity to serve. 
 
Patricia M - 4312 State Highway 56, South Colton, NY 13687 
DCM42@aa-stlawrenceny.org           cell - 315-261-2321 
 

District 48 Seaway Valley North           Winnie S 

Good Morning Friends, I’m an alcoholic , my name is Winnie and my home Group is Sunday Morning Study Group in Kemptville. I 
currently have the honor and privilege of serving as District Committee Member for District 48, Seaway Valley North.  

I hope everyone enjoyed a sober and peaceful summer. District 48 is doing well. There is not much to report since we didn’t meet July 
or August. We had a good attendance at our meeting this last Tues. and all our positions are filled except CF/TF but our Alternate 
District Committee member, Wayne L. continues to do a great job in picking up that role.  

We had a impressive turn-out at our combined Service Day in June and Kim gave an amazing Delegates report. Thanks again Kim, for 
coming out. A big thanks as well to those who came from District 42 laden with goodies for our potluck lunch, and all who attended. We 
heard some amazing panels thanks to Jenny and district 66.  

Our finances are running a little low, but I’m confidant our groups will rise to the occasion.  

Our web site continues to improve thanks to John W., our webmaster. We have some healthy discussions at our district meetings 
regarding content, but with a very positive outcome.  

Thanks again for the privilege of serving and I look forward to seeing everyone at the Assembly weekend. I am hopeful for a better 
representation by our district at this one.  

Yours in Love and Service Winnie  

District 50 Cornwall             Kimberley C 

Report given but not submitted for insertion into minutes.  

District 54 Ottawa Rideau                                                  Bartosz W  

Good morning everyone, I am the District Committee Member for District 54 Ottawa Rideau, my home group is Search for Serenity on 
Wednesday nights on Old Tenth Line Road, I am an alcoholic and my name is Bartosz. 
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Our District is doing well.  Recently Terri S. stepped up to fill our Archives liaison position that was opened up in coordination with the 
Ottawa Archives Committee.  Our Grapevine Representative unfortunely is no longer with us so we are currently seeking a volunteer 
for that position.  All remaining service positions at our Table are filled and Group representation remains at approximately 50%. 
 
An issue arose at one of our District’s groups last month that is worth noting at this forum in case any of your groups had this 
experience.  Students seeking to attend an open meeting were refused entry and told the meeting was closed.  However at that time 
the meeting was listed as open on the Intergroup site.  When told of this, the next group meeting was attended and a reminder 
provided that Tradition 4 states AA is affected as a whole if a group is rejecting attendees on a whim.  It was found out the meeting that 
night was in fact closed but that no one requested the update on the Intergroup site due to lack of people at the group available to fill 
commitments.  The change on the site was made and we advised groups at our District meeting to check the Intergroup site’s meeting 
list as well as the printed copies to ensure that they are being listed correctly.  Also a suggestion was put forth that if someone shows 
up at a meeting and wants it to be open that night, then the group conscious could allow for the sharing that night to be in an open 
context, for the benefit of a potential newcomer. 
 
Lastly a reminder that the 66th Eastern Ontario Fall Conference will be held October 20, 21, 22 at the Hellenic Centre in Ottawa a week 
before the Fall Assembly in Kingston.  You are all invited to attend to get warmed up for the Kingston action. 
 
Yours in gratitude for service, 
Bartosz W.  
 

District 58 Ottawa Bytown            Michel D 

Hi, my name is Michel D. and I am an alcoholic, a member of the Sobriety Group and currently serving District 58 Ottawa Bytown as its 
District Committee Member. I am pleased to say that attendance has not dipped drastically over the summer. But as for the groups who 
are not represented at the table, we would like to increase participation from those that have not traditionally sent representatives to the 
district. I did go to all of the groups that were not registered with the Area last year when I was ADCM and I intend to visit groups that 
have no GSRs during my term. Perhaps I can share the task with Kim B who was confirmed as our ADCM at our meeting in June. This 
means that all of the officers’ positions have been filled. We also have liaisons with all of the service committees in Ottawa - Archives, 
CPC/PIC (those two committees are combined in Ottawa), CFT and Intergroup. In addition, we are in a good position financially and 
were able to contribute to the Canadathon this year. Speaking of which, the three Ottawa districts Ottawa hosted a very successful 
second Canadathon on July 1st on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Confederation. Fittingly, a representative from the 
francophone district from across the Ottawa river was on the committee and helped organise French meetings throughout the day. The 
presence of numerous French-speakers at the Canadathon this year was a great success and I hope the anglophone and francophone 
districts in Ottawa continue to collaborate in the organisation of this great event. It was great seeing the Area Chair Kimberly, the 
Alternate Delegate to New York, Rob and the Area secretary, James at our event. 

In terms of 12 step work, District 58, as well as the other Ottawa districts, 54 and 62, are in constant contact with the Ottawa Intergroup 
to better coordinate our efforts in reaching out to the still suffering alcoholics in the nation’s capital. Finally, our district continues to do 
its share of service work at the Ottawa Withdrawl Management Centre and NewGate 180. 

I am looking forward to the Fall Assembly and will do my best to increase our district’s presence there. 
Yours in service, Michel D. - District 58  - Ottawa Bytown 

 
District 62 Ottawa West           Mike B 

Good morning, I am an alcoholic. A member of the West End Group in Ottawa and have the honour and privilege of serving as the 
District Committee Member (DCM) for District 62 Ottawa West, my name is Mike B. 
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First off, I would like to introduce our new Alternate District Committee Member/Self Support Chair to everyone, please welcome Chris 
M. from the Carp group. I sincerely hope he finds this experience as rewarding as I did.  
 
District 62 is in good shape. All our commitments are being met. We also recently voted on taking a new monthly commitment at the 
Ottawa Withdrawl Management Centre (DETOX) and our General Service Representatives (GSR's) stood up and filled all the slots until 
the end of the year so far. 
 
The 2nd annual Canadathon was held on July 1, and was well attended despite the inclement weather. Scott H. our Canada trustee at 
large was our keynote speaker and Ami B. Executive Editor Publisher of the Grapevine was our daytime speaker and she also 
facilitated a Grapevine Service talk. This year was a bilingual Canadathon which also included a complete AA program from our 
confrères from Area 90 Northwest Quebec. 
 
District 62 would like to thank our Delegate for attending Founders Day on June 10th (Service Day) in Ottawa and presenting her 
General Service Conference Report. All our Committees were also present and gave presentations on what they do and how to get 
involved. 
 
I mentioned in my last report that our Public Information/Cooperation With The Professional Community Committee was struggling. 
That is no longer the case. After a few seasoned members stepped up to the plate it looks like the Committee is well on its way to 
thriving again and being an asset to the Alcoholic who still suffers.  
 
I believe that information sharing can be beneficial to all Districts, Groups and Members alike. Last month I received the minutes from 
District 6, Missisagua July meeting. I had a chat with their Secretary and she said that they will be sending their minutes out monthly to 
all DCM's of Area 83. I thought that was a marvellous idea and District 62 has started doing the same thing. Thank you, District 6 for 
the wonderful idea.  
 
When I assumed the position of DCM I made a pledge to myself that I would visit all 44 groups and attend at least one of their business 
meetings throughout our 2-year term. Just like one of our Step 9 Promises, I am amazed that I am half way through.  
A few of our Groups have asked me to come to their meetings and explain to their members what a Group Inventory is and how 
beneficial one could be to the Group. Since then, there are 5 groups wanting to hold Group Inventories in our District by year end. 
There is so much to learn from other members and it is a privilege and an honour to be part of this fantastic Fellowship which saved my 
life. I am truly grateful. 
 
In conclusion: AA is alive and well in Ottawa. The 66th  Eastern Ontario Fall Conference will be held at the Hellenic Centre from 
October 20-22nd. And if you happen to be in The National Capital Region over the Christmas and New Year's Holidays, please 
remember that our annual 24 hr Alkathon will be held as usual at the Bronson Centre. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, Mike B. - District Committee Member  - District 62-Ottawa West. 
 

District 66 Golden Triangle            Jenny C 

Hello friends I'm a member of the smiths falls Saturday night group. Currently service as district Committee Member for district 66 my 
name is Jenny I'm alcoholic.  
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June 11th we took part in a service information day in Kemptville it was a fun day. Big thanks to our Delegate Kim for attending and to 
district 42 and 48. It was a fantastic day with lots of amazing food.  
 
Financially district 66 is doing very well however with the resignation of our treasurer we have a service position available. This has 
forced us to take a look at some of our operating procedures and make sure we are keeping with the slogan keep it simple while still 
providing the table with all information that it needs to operate smoothly. We are confident that the position will be filled at our district 
meeting at the end of the month.  
 
We have taken on 2 more service commitment another in Brockville and one in Mallory town.  
 
We have also added access abilities as a separate committee at the table and Janet c is really digging in to see how we can help the 
district better serve all members of AA. 
 
In exciting upcoming news district 66 will e hosting a "bring a professional" night on Sept 28th at 7 Pm. Our public information 
committee has been hard at work setting this up. We are hoping for a big turn out. We will also have participation from Alan on family 
groups. Please see our website at lanarkleedsaa.ogr for more information.  
 
Happy to see everyone made it through the summer. And excited to see you all again next month.  
 
Yours in love and service  - Jenny C - DCM District 66 
 

District 70 Renfrew Pontiac                                                 Seanna B 

I am an alcoholic. I am a   member of the Keep It Simple Group in Renfrew. It is a privilege to serve as DCM for District 70.  
I'm very grateful to be herewith everyone. 
District 70 is doing well, our monthly meetings are well attended, we are financially sound. We do have some vacant chairs, I hope that 
by the next ACM I will report to you that all positions are filled. Our Grapevine Chair, Randolph McP. is currently in hospital with serious 
illness, please remember him in your thoughts and prayers. 
We have a new group that has started up in Shawville, a new women's meeting starting up in Constance Bay, and now have 
representation of the Steps Action Group at District table; all exciting indications that AA is alive, and well, and growing in District 70. 
With much help from past DCM Mary Anne H. we are working on putting together an updated operating manual.  
 On behalf of District 70 I would like to extend sincere sympathy to our friends in District 78 for the recent losses they have 
experienced. It was such a privilege to be part of the Tri District Service Day hosted by District 78 in Barry's Bay with Districts 78 and 
74; a highlight of the day for me was the very moving presentation given by John L.; he played portions of 5 recorded messages from 
oldtimers, many tears of gratitude fell during that presentation. We are looking forward to working together again in early 2018 for a 
special Founders Day Celebration. 
I look forward to seeing everyone in Kingston in a few weeks at the assembly, Grateful for this opportunity that has been given to me to 
serve, learn and grow. Thank you. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, Seanna B 
 

District 74 Pembroke                                  Bill C 

Hi, my name is Bill C and I am an alcoholic. I have the privilege of serving as DCM for District 74 – Pembroke and parts of the Ottawa 
Valley. My home group is the West End Group in Pembroke. 
 
Overall, District 74 is doing well. Through the summer, we have had a great turnout of GSR’s and Committee Chairs at our monthly 
meetings.  
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We had the opportunity to celebrate an amazing milestone in our District. In August, the Centre Group celebrated their 66th continuous 
year of opening its’ doors to the suffering alcoholic in the Pembroke area. We had a wonderful Open Meeting which was attended by 
many AA’s and non-AA’s alike. We have also had many birthday celebrations over the summer. We view these a great time for further 
fellowship and, perhaps most importantly, to provide a living example of the miracle of the program.  
 
We appreciated the opportunity to participate in the Tri-District Service Day in June organized by District 78, Madawaska Valley. We 
especially valued the messages delivered by the Delegate Kim S and PI/CPC Les Mc.  
 
We are planning a Founders Day celebration for early 2018 which will be organized as a Tri-District event with Renfrew-Pontiac and 
Madawaska Valley Districts.  
 
Our financial situation continues to improve and stabilize. We have been able to make a financial donation from our District to both 
Area and GSO for the first time in many years.    
 
I am very grateful for this opportunity to serve.  
 
Yours in Love and Service  
Bill C,  - District Committee Member for District 74. 
  

District 78 Madawaska Valley                                    Anne Marie V 

Good morning friends, I'm an alcoholic, a member of the Bancroft Gratitude Group, I am currently serving as District Committee 
Member for District #78 Madawaska Valley and my name is Anne VanDenH. 
 Since our last area meeting district 78 hosted our annual "tri-district"service information day. It was well attended, and very informative. 
Thanks again to our delegate Kim S. for coming all that way to share your report from New York with us! 
We welcome to our district the Primary Purpose meeting a big book study in Killaloe which meets on Wednesday nights at 7 PM. 
Over the summer months we were happy to see many of our summer residents return to the meetings with quite a few new faces this 
year. Although financially our district is facing some challenges our attendance at district meetings remains strong with all but one 
group represented and all positions filled. 
Our Paudash Northern Lights Group has been struggling to remain open, and suffered a great loss with the death of three of its 
longtime members between the end of July and the second week in August. One of them being my very dear friend Earl MacD. Who 
would've celebrated 55 years on August 1. They will all be sadly missed. 
Just a reminder our annual Festival of Colors fall Roundup will be held on September 30. Seventh tradition to attend and $20 for a 
dinner ticket. AA and Al-Anon speakers, registration is at noon. I do have tickets with me for anybody wanting one. Hope to see some 
of you there, I have also left flyers on the table. See you all in October! If not sooner! 
 
Yours in Love and Service 
Anne VanDenH 
 

District 82 Victoria Haliburton                                              Janice D (ABSENT – read by Secretary)  

My name is Janice D and I am an alcoholic.   I am the District Committee Member for District 82 – Victoria/Haliburton and member of 
The Solutions Big Book Study. 
My sincere regrets on not attending today but I will be participating in a retreat – Gals and God with Mildred F. and until recently  didn’t 
realize I had a conflict.   
District 82 is thriving and doing well and able to look after all our responsibilities.   Attendance at our District table is about 80% . We 
did not have meetings during July and August and tomorrow will be our first meeting after the summer break. We still have one position 
not filled – Cooperation with Professional  and hoping that will be filled shortly.  
Pam and Andy are trying to put meetings on at The Central East Correctional Centre but a recent stabbing in the male section has shut 
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everything done for the past month.   
We are looking forward to another year of working together.  Safe drive home. 
Yours in Love and Service, Janice 
 

 
District 86 Kawartha           Larry D 
My name is Larry D and I am a member of the Lakefield United group and DCM  for Peterborough , Kawartha District 86. 

Things are running very smoothly in our district. 

Not much activity in our district this summer. We started the process of upgrading our washroom facility at intergroup to make it more 
accessible.  This we do to help the alcoholic with special needs and not to fulfill any new law. 

We were not able to resolve a conflict with a mental health clinic in regards to inappropriate comments made by an AA speaker, so 
meetings there have been cancelled. 

Our finances are in real good shape. We also have 22 groups in the districts with 20 regularly attending the monthly meetings and that 
concludes my report. 

Yours in service, Larry D 

 
6. Committee member reports 

 
We now come to our Area Sub-Committee Chair reports. We rely on your humility and compassion to keep your reports brief. As with 
the Districts, written reports may be as long as you like and will be included in the minutes in their entirety, if given to James, our 
Secretary. I would ask the committee members to stay at the front after their reports to answer any questions, if any.   
 
Our first report will be from our………………. 
 

a) Public Information Chairperson    Les MacD 
Welcome to District 34 everyone, I'm a alcoholic, member of the Foxboro Friendship Group here in Quinte East,have the privilege of 
serving as your Area 83 Public Information Chairperson for the term 2017-2018,and my name is Les M. 

Since the last time I stood up here not a whole lot has happen, I get the minutes from the different Districts in our Area and I read them 
all. I was asked to give a presentation on P.I.C. at the service information day for Madawaska Valley, Pembroke and Renfrew Districts, 
I had the good fortune of having our Delegate Kim S their for support. It was a wonderful day, met some beautiful/ friendly people, 
heard great presentations . 

Jim S your C.P.C Chair and I are trying to continue with the Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community 
newsletter,  I send out emails to the first five Districts starting in the west and I've had no replies. Jim S. will talk more on this. 

I've being elected as a resource for you to use, the more we work together the better we carry the message through Public Information 
to the still suffering alcoholic. I'll be the first to tell you I haven't all the answers but by God I know where to get them, we have lots of 
resourses right here in this room.  

In closing, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve in Area 83. If no one told you today that they love you, let me be the 
First. 

Yours in Love, Service and Hugs............Les M        
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b) Cooperation with the Professional Community Chairperson  Jim S   
Hi friends, I am an alcoholic, a member of the Sunday Nighters Group in District 82 Victoria/Haliburton, and my name is Jim S.  I am 
privileged to serve you as your Cooperation with the Professional Community Chair. 
I have nothing to report as far as being invited to do any workshops but there has been other stuff going on as far as CPC goes. 
As I reported in June, our Area set up and populated an AA booth at the People in Motion Conference in Toronto.  I did receive a thank 
you letter from GSO. Although this letter was addressed to me it is meant as a thank you to our Area for looking after this request.  So 
the thanks once again go out to Dist. 06, Dist. 18 and Dist. 26 for helping me with this.  I have left over several 2017 literature 
catalogues, and a number of books on the contact information for all Central Offices, Intergroups, and Answering services in Canada 
and the USA, I have found these handy for anyone travelling.  If you want one see me after the meeting. 
I did receive an invitation from James O our Area Secretary to bring the Area display to the Toronto Gratitude Roundup the weekend of 
October 6th, 7th and 8th.  That is the weekend of my wife Lorraine and my 50th wedding anniversary and we will be up North the entire 
weekend.  I have been assured that the Toronto Intergroup CPC Committee will fill in for me with their display. 
As Les mentioned about the combined Pi/CPC Newsletter we are trying to keep going.  We talked and decided that only one of us 
would speak on what is going on.  There is not much sense in you hearing it twice. Both Les and I have sent out emails to several 
Districts for input for the Newsletter.  Up till now we have had no response from any of those Districts.  The previous Area CPC Chair 
Gary C told me that the challenge with keeping the Newsletter going was a lack of input from the Districts.  Both Les and I agree that 
the sharing of information between Districts only makes the District Committees stronger.  Please encourage your respective PI and 
CPC Chairs to take part in this.  This is strictly voluntary so if they are not interested in taking part please have them send us an email 
saying so, that gives us the opportunity to ask another District.  I send out and respond to emails with the email address 
jlsmith@amtelecom.net.   
I do want to thank those Districts who send me their minutes.  By looking at them it gives me a good idea on what is taking place in the 
Districts. 
Yours in the Love and Service of AA 
Jim  
 

c) Correctional Facilities Chairperson     Mac B (ABSENT – no report submitted) 
 

d) Treatment/Accessibilities  Chairperson    Marty M 
Hello everyone, I am a grateful alcoholic member of the Open Hands Group in District 6, Mississauga and privileged to serve as your 
panel 67 Treatment/Accessibility chair for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International; my name is Marty. 
Since we last met here at the Area Committee meeting in June, I have received and sent out an additional 20 Bridging the Gap 
requests; that’s a total of 55 requests so far, this year. That’s 55 newcomers we’ve helped find the rooms of Alcoholics Anonymous. I 
want to thank the pro-active efforts of the treatment chairs that are so greatly promoting this Bridging the Gap program. District 34 
Quinte East, by far sends the most requests for clients leaving the Treatment centre in Belleville; Addictions and Mental Health – 
Hastings Prince Edward.  
I have been asked to give a talk about Treatment committees at a Service Day in Scarborough District 22 on September 16th, I’m 
looking forward to that and thank you to Clara of District 22 for asking me. 
Accessibility has been quiet. I will report a point of interest from the June meeting of the Greater Toronto Area Accessibility committee 
meeting. District 12 Accessibility chair Don attended the ‘People in Motion’ event at which it was mentioned that scooters are 
considered an outdoor mobility device and as such are not covered under the Ontario Disabilities Act for accessibility in buildings. 
Also, one concern the Accessibility committee has is the stage at the Area Assembly not having a ramp. 
I thank you for the opportunity to be of service for Area 83 and Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, Marty 
 

e) Grapevine Chairperson      Robert B 
Subscription for the Grapevine magazine $35.00 (US) = I paid (47.53 CDN) 
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Subscription Online Grapevine magazine $34.97 (US) 
Subscription combines both the printed magazine and complete online access $49.97 (US)    
 
NEW BOOK Making Amends features 55 firsthand stores from the Grapevine magazine of AA member’s experiences with Step Nine  
$ 13.00 CND. 
 
Area 83 will make a bulk order of pocket planners and wall calendars to get the lowest price.  
2018 Pocket planners $5.75 CDN & Calendars $11.50 CND.  Please let me know how many your District would like by 9  
September 2017. Make one cheque per District payable to 
 “Area 83 Eastern Ontario International”  
                                                      
FREE STUFF Share Your Experience, Strength, and Hope. Submit Your Stories, Photos, Art, and Jokes.  gveditorial@aagrapevine.org  
Editorial Dept. 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 
Free on aagrapevine.org     I-Poll and Sobriety Calculator. 
 
Attended Toronto Intergroup Grapevine meeting 27 July well chaired by Barry J. District 14 Grapevine chair. Deirdre B. Toronto  
Intergroup Grapevine secretary organized a bulk order of Grapevine books for District 02, 06, 18 and 82, very successful. 
 
Attended District 06 Business meeting August very informative. 
 
 Glenn G. District 18 Grapevine chair will be setting up his display and literature with the help of a few other Grapevine chairs at  
the 2017 Toronto Gratitude Roundup October 6 th, 7 th, and 8th at the Toronto Courtyard Marriott. 
 
Thanks Robert B. Area 83 Grapevine Chair                        grapevine@area83aa.org 
 

f) Self-Support Chairperson     Ray R 
I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Last Chance Grp, serving as your Panel 67, Area 83 Self Support Chair, my name is Ray R. 
 
I trust you all had a great summer, it’s great to see you all,  
 
As usual, not a lot of activity as far as presentations, this summer, but I did field a few queries regarding the duties of the Self Support 
Chair and how to acquire pamphlets and other related material. You get a good idea of how well you know the position when you have 
to explain it to another. 
 
I attended regular meetings at the Toronto Intergroup Office with other Self Support Chairs from the GTA, where exchanged 
information, and discussed ideas on different way to approach Self Support. One idea we came up with was a Founders Day collection, 
in which each district or group pick up a one day collection, on Founders Day, and donate it to any entity of their choice. a few districts 
did participate, and the feedback was quite posititive. I’d like to encourage any Self Support Chairs who is able to attend to come see 
what their missing. 
 
Upcoming events include, but not limited to, the Toronto Gratitude Round up in October, and the District 2 Service Day in November. 
 
As usual. I’m available to serve the districts in any capacity, and please, keep your minutes coming. I can be reached 
at selfsupport@area83aa.org 
 
In Love and Service - Panel 67, Area 83 - Self Support Chair - Ray R 
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g) Archives Chairperson      Eddy G 
Good morning everyone, I am an alcoholic, a member of the Beaches Group & serve as your Area 83 Archives Chairperson and my 
name is Eddy G. 
 
GTA Archives Committee meetings- I have been attending these monthly meetings held at the GTA Intergroup Office Boardroom the 
second Friday of each month.  Nine districts attend-02, 06, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 22 & 26.  It is great to see how the districts are growing 
in archives. 
The 33rd Annual GTA Archives Breakfast will be held on Sunday November 5, 2017 at Oasis Convention Centre (1036 Lakeshore 
Rd. E., Mississauga). Tickets are $25.00.  I put flyers in all the DCM’s folders & on the table.  The speaker will be Don S. from the 
Bayview Group who has 47 years of sobriety.  Don is a great story teller & one his stories he shares attended a meeting in Akron & the 
speaker was one of Dr. Bob’s sponcees. Don shares some of the gems he heard from this speaker. 
The 75 Years of AA in Ontario Commemerative Booklet- The 2018 Ontario Regional Conference (ORC) Committee has asked the 
GTA Archives Committee to put together a small booklet (approx. 16 pages) to help celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the start of AA in 
Ontario.  City histories of how AA started in these cities are coming in.    
 
District Minutes- Thank you to all the districts for sending me your district minutes.   
 
Fall Assembly (October) Service Information Day (Saturday) 
The Archives Workshop - “Experience an Oral History Interview” 
An oral history will be conducted.  A longtime AA member will be interviewed with questions on what it was like when they came in to 
AA, the meetings, members they met & other experiences (this will not be an AA talk). The person conducting this oral history has 
never done this before (although he has been interviewed twice).  This will give the audience hope that they can conduct one as well. 
 
Archives Display Room- I invite all Districts to bring & setup their District Archives Displays.  This will help members to see archives in 
action, give members ideas & bring awareness of archives in Area 83.  
History of AA- A Canadian Perspective (movie) - I invited Patricia A. (Frontrunners Group-Toronto) who produced this movie (work 
in progress) on behalf of the GTA Archives Committee to come & set up this movie in the archives display room. 
 
Area 83 Archivist- David T - I talked with David regarding the following: 
1. The 83 Area Newsletter- will be ready before the Area 83 Fall Assembly. This will be sent out by email to all DCM’s (who will send it 
out to all their GSR’s), Area Officers & Area Committee Chairs. 
2. David has been working with two university students on a paper on alcoholism & AA’s recovery model.  This is an ongoing 
project using the Ottawa Archives Repository. 
3. Help regarding Archives- please let David or myself know if we can help you in any way. 
 
Area 83 Website (area83aa.org) & GSO Website (aa.org) -There is a wealth of archival information on these two sites.  Please pass 
this on to your GSR’s. 
 
Area 83 Website ( area83aa.org ) under Resources – Archives. 
The following items can be found: The AA Archives Guidelines, the Archives Workbook & the Oral History Kit are linked to the GSO 
Website.   
-The Area 83 Archives Newsletter- “The Eighty Three” from 2010-2016 Issues. 
-Area 83 Committee Meeting/Assembly Minutes from 2010-2017. 
 
GSO Website ( aa.org ) under Archives & History. 
The following items can be found: 
-Timeline of AA History – Origins, 1935- 2016. 
-Digital Archives- Articles of Jack Alexander, Sister Ignatia, AA 10th Anniversary in Cleveland 1950 & 12 Traditions. 
-Markings- Your Archives Newsletter. Past newsletters. This newsletter is no longer published.  Future archive articles will be in Box 
459. 



ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

 

September 9, 2017 
 

23 

-Archives Audio Library- talks from Bill W., Dr. Bob’s Last Message & Sister Ignatia. 
- About GSO Archives, Information for Researchers and History & Resources – these three sections have much information. 
The GSO Archives Department Collection- will be closed to visitors/tours from Sept. 20 – Oct. 5, 2017 because of renovations. 
 
21st National AA Archives Workshop (NAAAW)- will be held on Sept. 28- Oct.1, 2017 in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  This is the first time 
this workshop is being held in Canada. 
There will be many workshops/presentations.  There is a flyer at the back on the table. 
GSO Archivist Michelle Mirza- will bring the GSO Archives Display & she will do a presentation. 
75 Years of AA in Canada Book- Mike O’H. (Richmond Hill Group-Toronto) will give a presentation on the progress of this book. 
History of AA- A Canadian Perspective (movie) - Patricia A. (Frontrunners Group-Toronto) who produced this movie (work in 
progress) on behalf of the GTA Archives Committee will show this movie & get input from the members in the audience. 
 

Thank you for your patience & tolerance,  
Yours in Service,  Eddy G - Area 83 Archives Chairperson 

 
h) Service Information Day Chairperson    Shane H 

Hello friends I am an Alcoholic my name is Shane H and am grateful to Serve as your panel 67 Service information day chair, Our 
committee has been hard at work two weeks after our last committee meeting Dave had the rough draft of the agenda out and Mike 
Bennett worked hard on re tooling the survey , Dave B, Rob and Joanne worked on various tasks too make it all possible as well as 
myself sending invitations to the various workshop presenters. 
Thank you for the chance too serve. 
Yours in service, Shane H - Area83 Eastern international  - Service Information Day Chairperson. 
 

   

7. Registrar’s Report       Amy L 
 
I am an Alcoholic, a member of the Liverpool Group in District 26 and my name is Amy. 
 
the roll call for the Area Committee of September 9, 2017.   
    
The roll call for today is: 15 Area Officers (including Area Archivist, and Area Webmaster), 1 Immediate Past Delegate, 1 Past 
Delegate(s), 22 District Committee Members, 14 Alternate District Committee Members and 7 Visitors.   
 
For voting purposes, we have: 14 Area Officers eligible to vote (including 1 Immediate Past Delegate) and 24 District Committee 
Members for a total of 38 votes.  Total delegation for this meeting is 61.   
 
It has been a pleasure working with all of you and serving Area 83 over the past 8 months.  Unknown groups are becoming a thing of 
the past for Area 83.  With much effort by my predecessor, Sue, and your continued efforts as DCMs and your fantastic District 
Registrar/Secretaries, we are down to 15 unknown Groups.  Well done! 
 
Any district with an unknown group (that is a group with no primary contact), you have received a current group information sheet(s) for 
said groups in your folder.  Please let these sheets serve as a reminder that the Area would appreciate your efforts in helping these 
groups to be connected to AA as a whole.  You can do that by tracking down the missing information.   
   
Shortly, I will be sending each District individual Group sheets with all pertinent information.  If there are any updates or corrections to 
be made, please send them back to me as soon as possible with the corrections so that I can make the changes and have the most 
accurate Sign-In sheets for the Fall Assembly.   
 
GSRs should be receiving their Kits within a couple weeks of being registered in the database.  If there are GSRs that are still without a 
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GSR kit, please drop me a note.  I have no problem contacting my friends at GSO about the missing kits. 
 
Thank you to the Districts that send me your minutes; I enjoy reading them, and sometimes they even help me track down 
representatives for groups that have not been entered into the system.  If I am not on your District’s distribution list, I would appreciate 
if I could be added. 
 
Once again, thank you for this opportunity to be useful and of service. 
 
Yours in Love and Service, 
 
Amy L - Panel 67 Registrar - Area 83 – Eastern Ontario International - registrar@area83aa.org 
 
 
8. Treasurer's Report        Sue B 

 
Hello friends. I am an alcoholic, a member of the Parkwood Hills Group in District 62, and my name is Sue.  It is both an honour and a 
privilege to serve as your Area 83 Treasurer. 
As Kimberley is still sending me contributions that are being sent to her from groups, can you please keep reminding your groups that 
Area contributions should now be sent to myself.  I have provided two envelopes with my address in each of the District Committee 
Members (DCM) folders.  There are several envelopes also available on the side table, please help yourselves to them.  Please thank 
the groups in your District who are including their Service Number either on the envelope or right on the cheque.  It is very helpful, and 
appreciated.  
Please continue to remind groups who would like to contribute using PayPal to include their six-digit Group Service Number with any 
contributions using PayPal so that the group may get credit for the contribution.  The place to enter the group number is the screen 
after entering credit card information.  PayPal charges a fee of 2.9% plus 30 cents per transaction.  There have been five contributions 
so far, this year through PayPal.   
 
Also in the DCM mail folders, as well as the Area Committee Members folders, you will find copies of the Financial Statement for the 
period ending August 31, 2017.  Copies of these are also available on the side table; let’s go through these numbers now, please.  
 
Page 1 is a financial summary.  It shows our reserve account, which is set aside for unforeseen circumstances, has a balance of 
$20,000 and is in the form of a GIC paying 1.4% interest maturing September 11, 2017. 
Income for the period: 

• 7th tradition collected at both the January and June Area Committee Meetings totaled $522.79.  At the Spring Assembly, 
$3,541.62 was collected.   
Total = $4,064.41.  

• Cost Recovery is $551.50.  This is from the sale of Public Information Kits Les sold at the Spring Assembly, and for Service 
Manuals sold by the Service Information Day Committee at the Spring Assembly. 

• GSO Flow Through = $120.00. 
• Group and District contributions = $36,567.88. 

Total income for the period is $41,063.79. 
 
Expenses for the period: 

• Committee expenses were $22,902.59. 
• Area Contribution to the General Service Office = $750.00. 
• January and June Area Committee Meetings – Rent and Refreshments = $639.82. 
• General Service Conference Assessment $8,688.10 CDN.  (Total cost was $6,500.00 US, and is paid in full.)  
• Bank service charges – $176.31.  
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• PayPal Fees – $23.37. 
• GSO Flow Through - $120.00. 
• CERAASA, held in New Brunswick this past February – $2,437.53 

Total expenses for the period are $35,497.72.   
To date income is $5,566.07 higher than expenses.  
The bank balance on August 31, 2017 was $35,150.08.  As of that date, all cheques received have been processed, and letters of 
receipt, along with return contribution envelopes were sent out.  
The opening bank balance as of January 1, 2017 was $29,496.89.  Total income of $41,063.79 less expenses of $35,497.72 leaves a 
balance of $35,062.96 in the operating account as of August 31, 2017.  We have $3,908.19 more in our operating account this year at 
August 31st compared to last year at the same time. 
The bank reconciliation has been done and the balance in the operating account is accurate. 
Page 2 shows the details of expenses. Here we see an itemized breakdown of expenses for the period for each Area Committee 
Member, as well as all other expenses to date.    
 
Just to clarify some of the numbers that you see here:   
 

• Beside the Spring Assembly, under meals, you see $5,600.00 which covers the coffee.  In that same line under 
miscellaneous, the amount of $1,241.86 includes the Archives room, DVD rental, data projectors and the set up of the 
ballroom. 

 
At the bottom of the page is a summary comparing year to date for this year and last year at the same time period.  Contributions are 
up $3,280.66 compared to this time last year with six more Groups, and one more District contributing in comparison.  Expenses are 
down $169.75.  The resulting net change to our operating account is $3,908.19. 
 
Page 3 shows contributions by District.  These amounts include contributions from Districts, as well as Groups within the District.  You 
can see that 139 Groups and 15 Districts have made financial contributions to Area 83 so far, this year. 
 
The rates for the Fall Assembly, being held October 27 – 29, will be the same as they were for the Spring Assembly, and are as 
follows: 
 
Room Rates: 

• Traditional, 2 Queen Beds - $104.00 + applicable taxes 
 
Remember to quote the Group Name: “Fall Assembly” when you call. 
 
Food and Beverage Prices: 

• Saturday Dinner Buffet – 34.50 per person including gratuity and tax  
• Coffee Service – $14.00 per person including gratuity and tax 

 
For the Area Subcommittee Chairs, should you need to order Literature from The General Service Office (GSO), please remember to 
quote your GSO Service number when ordering, and to email me that you have placed an order.  Please remember to give my 
information in your email to the GSO so that I may pay them.  
 
As promised, this past June I sent a contribution of $750.00 to the General Service Office.  As you may recall, this was approved at the 
Spring Assembly, and something we have not done for a few years.  Once the Fall Assembly has been paid for, I do believe that we 
should be able to make another contribution.  I will have a better idea as to the amount when I give my report at the Fall Assembly.  
 
Please continue to send me your District Minutes, I love to read them. 
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In closing, thank you to the 139 Groups and 15 Districts that have made financial contributions to Area 83 this year.     
Yours in Love and Service, 
Sue B - Area 83 Treasurer 
 
 
9. Secretary's Report        James O’D 

 
I just want to begin with a big THANK YOU for D36, D86 and all the Ottawa Area District.  I spent the summer travelling in those areas 
with all kind of visiting  family from Ireland. Was a very different experience travelling with healthy, emotionally and well balanced 
people. However, it was great to find my tribe scattered throughout the province.  
 
Thanks to all those who have sent their reports in already. As Kimberley mentioned in her opening talk, if you would like your report 
included in the minutes  please send them in as soon as you can.  
 
District Roster Updating Procedures 
 
Please send all District updates to the Area Secretary. It is then forwarded to the Registrar to be entered into the FNV (GSO database).  
Only one Area officer is allowed to access the FNV as per direct instructions from the GSO.   
 
Once entered, Amy sends me an excel spreadsheet which appears as an overwhelmingly huge file of raw dated. It then sorted by me 
into District PDFs and emailed to the DCMs.  
 
This list is also sorted into Sub Committee PDFs and then forwarded to all Area Sub Committee chairs.  If anyone has any questions 
regarding this procedure feel free to see me any time throughout the day or send me an email.  
 
I hope that all the DCMs  have gone through their folder and have found all the important information that needs to get back to your 
respective tables. Also, hope you found your new name tag. I wish I had had one when I was a DCM! 
 
I attended the Canadathon on July 1st, will be going to the Toronto Gratitude Conference in October and am looking forward to 
attending the Area 86 Area Assembly in Kitchener with a few members of our committee.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve.  
 
 
10. Alternate Delegate's Report       Rob McA 

 
Good morning, I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Kedron Group in District 28, and my name is Rob McA. It’s an honour to serve Area 
83 as Alternate Delegate for this term.   
I haven’t had much to do as Alternate Delegate since our June meeting. I attended the Canadathon in Ottawa in July, and the 
Lakeshore Districts Conference in Oshawa in August. Both were well organized with great speakers and fellowship.  
I was not able to take part in the Remote Communities conference call on July 17 but did receive the minutes of the meeting. Tina G of 
Area 80 will be presenting on Remote Communities at the Archives workshop in Winnipeg later this month. Tina has requested 
information on the history of Remote Communities in each Area. I’m in the process of compiling our Remote Communities history, and 
will send it to Tina soon. The next Remote Communities conference call is on September 18th. 
I was invited to attend the Lakeshore Districts Intergroup meeting, but unfortunately it is taking place today. I will attend a future 
meeting if invited. 
I accepted an invitation to take part in the District 22 service day next Saturday, and I plan to attend the Madawaska Valley Festival of 
Colours Round-up on September 30th. 
If I can be of Service to your Groups or Districts, please let me know. 
 
Yours in Love and Service,    Rob McA 
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11. Delegate's Report        Kim S 

 
Hi everyone, my name is Kim; I am an alcoholic, a member of the St. Clements Group and your Panel 67 Delegate.   
I have received the 67th General Service Conference reports.  I have them all put together by District and would very much appreciate 
you picking them up from my car.  These are to be given out to all GSR’s and district members. 
Since the last Area Committee I have been busy travelling thought Area 83 giving the General Service Conference report.  
 
On June 10, I attended Founders Day in Ottawa for Districts 54, 62 and 58. June 11 in Kemptville for Districts 42, 48, 50 and 66. 
June 17 in Barry’s Bay for Districts 70, 74 and 78. I am also giving the report on September 17 for District 30 in Brighton. 
On September 16th I am participating in the District 22 service day. On November 4, I am presenting on Safety in AA at the District 02 
Service Day.   
Also, if anyone would like information on the manuscript litigation all Delegates have been asked to not answer any questions but to 
refer everyone to the Public Information Desk at the General Service Office.  Clay R is the person to speak to or email.  Basically, they 
would be sending out a standard letter for inquiries through email. 
This was sent out to all Delegates- 
 
What's happening to Houston AA after Harvey? 
We are grateful to report that the Houston Intergroup office was spared significant damage from the storm.  The office is now 
open Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 6:00pm. 
However, we are sure that many of the 500+ groups that we support in the greater Houston area weren't so fortunate.  Many 
other offices, groups, and members from around the country have contacted us with offers of support.  Houston Intergroup is 
setting up a distribution center to coordinate help and replacement literature for those groups and members who lost A.A. 
material in the flooding. 
 
If you, or your group, has extra Big Books or 12&12's that you could contribute towards this relief we'd greatly appreciate the 
donations.  In addition, if you wish to make a monetary donation towards this work you can do so through PayPal on our 
website.  or you can mail in a check.  Please mark all donations "HARVEY" so that we can segregate them. 
 
Please send any materials to: 
Houston Intergroup 
4140 Directors Row 
Suite D 
Houston, TX 77092 
(713-686-6300) 
If your group was flooded and needs some support to help carry the message, please contact us.  As supplies arrive, we will 
be replacing destroyed literature where ever possible. 
 
Please be patient with us as this program is ramped up.  We will get materials available for your pick up as soon as possible.  
Also, we ask that groups that are currently closed contact us so that we can attempt to keep the list of over 2400 meetings 
per week up to date. 
 
Intergroup stands by to help in any way that we can.  But we do need support from those who were more fortunate that 
others. 
 
I will continue to update everyone if any information changes or if the need changes. 
 
Yours in service,  Kim S. 
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Agenda Item 4  
(Review and Acceptance minutes deferred from this morning). 
 
Has everyone had the opportunity to review the minutes of the June 3rd, 2017 Area Committee meeting?  Are there any errors or 
omissions in the minutes? 
 
I would entertain a motion to accept the June 3rd, 2017 ACM minutes as submitted:  
 
MOVED:  MICHEL D – DCM – D58    SECONDED: BILL C – DCM – D74 
DISCUSSION? 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0 
Motion was passed. 
 
Note: At this point in the agenda, I would like to recommend that we move to 2/3 majority. 
May I have a motion to move to 2/3 majority? 
 
MOVED:  JIM S – AREA CPC CHAIR  SECONDED: RAY R – AREA SELF SUPPORT CHAIR 
DISCUSSION? 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0 
Motion was passed. 
 
 
12. OLD BUSINESS   

 
(a) Just to let you know, at the Spring Assembly, a question was asked about having a ramp to the risers in the Ballroom, at the 
ambassador, for accessibility purposes.  I have looked in to this and the Ambassador does not have a ramp but can order one in for us, 
should we need one. They were able to get us a quote which is $463.30 for the 3 days.   
 
 
  
13. NEW BUSINESS 

 
13 (a) “Motion for David T – Immediate Past Area Archivist – to be included in conversation regarding the suggestions put 
forward by the Archives ad-hoc committee.” 

Moved: Eddy G – Area Archives Chair  Seconded: Glenn G – ADCM – D18 

All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0 
Motion was passed. 

 
 
13 (b) Motion: I move that we treat the eight recommendations put forward by the Archives ad-hoc committee as eight 
separate motions so that each recommendation can be discussed.         

 
MOVED:  MIKE B, DCM D62  SECONDED: WINNIE S – DCM – D48 
DISCUSSION 

 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0 
Motion was passed. 
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The following are the committee’s recommendations: 

1.  Add to operating procedures Section III Responsibilities under Area Chairperson: 
“Meet with Area Archives Chairperson and Area Archivist at the beginning of each term/appointment to review responsibilities 
of each position.” 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

Joyce S – Immediate Past Delegate – feels that this should be done so that both parties know what they have to do and how they work 
together. 
Eddy G – Area Archives Chair – There are already position descriptions so this seems unnecessary. 
Rob McA – Alternate Delegate – there has been tension in the past. Roles and responsibilities should be defined.  
Kim S – Delegate – Archivist falls under the duties of the Chairperson. 
 
CALL THE QUESTION – Michel D – DCM – D58  Seconded – Dave B – DCM – D14 
 

All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed – 10  Any abstentions - 2  
Motion was passed. 
 
Original Motion Vote: 

 
All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed – 0  Any abstentions - 6 
Motion was passed. 

 
 

2. Add to operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archives Chairperson: 
“The Area Archives Chairperson shall report the activities of the Archivist to the Area Committee and Assembly.” 

 
DISCUSSION 
 

Rob McA – bit of housekeeping. At the moment it is not clear. 
Joyce S – appointed positions do not have a voice and therefore no vote mirroring the GSO structure.  

 
All those in Favour - Majority All those opposed – 0  Any abstentions - 5 
Motion was passed. 

 
 

3. Add to operating procedure section III Responsibilities under Area Archives Chairperson: 
The word “electronic” before word newsletter. 
(The committee considered the cost of printed newsletters and felt an electronic version could be sent out via the Area 
Archives Chairperson or Area Secretary on behalf of the Area Archives Chairperson) 

 
DISCUSSION 
 

Q. Only electronically? 
Rob McA – yes. Would save money and paper.  
 
CALL THE QUESTION – Michel D – DCM – D58  Seconded – Larry D – DCM – D86 
 

All those in Favour - 7  All those opposed – majority  Any abstentions - 2  
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Motion was defeated. Discussion Continued. 
 

Angie R – DCM – D16 – how many copies? For whom? 
David T – Past Area Archivist – for Districts and is also electronically posted on website.  
Eddy G – not being inclusive if only electronic.  
Joyce S – newsletter is glossy and expensive. It is the only committee to do this.  
Pat M – DCM – D42 – Some don’t have computers.  
Shane H – DCM – D02 – Archiving material is important. Not everyone has access to a computer 
 

All those in Favour - 15  All those opposed - 16  Any abstentions - 3 
Voice of Minority – Ray R – Districts can assume the responsibility of distribution. Joyce S – Less glossy and 
expensive.  
 
No vote change 
 
Motion was defeated. 

 
4.  Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archive Chairperson: 

The words “and/or workshops”.  
(The committee considered the cost of such workshops and also took into consideration that none of the other chairs held 
workshops outside assemblies). 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Joyce S – Workshops could be supported by the Districts 
Winnie S – DCM – D48 – Archivist in particular is more specialized. 
Eddy G – Put on once per year – rotate from city to city (four Areas). Workshops are technical.  
Michel D – Should not judge on attendance. They are key to safeguarding our history. 
Shane H – Some Districts are unable to shoulder the cost of these kinds of workshops. 
David T – Gave a background and history on the annual workshop in question. 
Kim S – Asked David to explain who generally goes.  
David T – He explained that this is often how new people come to service. 
Amy L – Investing in our history is useful for the Area. 
Bartosz W – DCM – D54 – Could we not have this technical training added ot the Area Assembly Archives room? 
Joyce S – Pointed out that the cost of Archive Chair and Archivist spend more thatn the Delegate to share the Conference Report. 
Eddy G – Creates a network and fellowship for members. There are different kinds of workshops – preservation, oral/group history.  
Joyce S – Is this diminishing the importance of the other sub committee chairs? 
 

All those in Favour - 11  All those opposed - 22  Any abstentions - 3 
Voice of Minority – Dave B DCM – D06 – Costs are out of line. James – Area Secretary – Workshops could take 
place at Assemblies.  
 
No vote change. 
Motion was defeated. 

 
5.  Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 

“The Archivist, a non-voting appointed committee member will report to the Area Committee regularly, and the Assembly as 
necessary about new material received and give updates about ongoing projects (the report will be presented by the Archivist 
as a supplement to the Area Archives Chairpersons report).” 

DISCUSSION 
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Rob McA – See #2. Clarification of procedures.  
 

All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 3  
Motion was passed. 

 
6. Add to the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 

“The Archivist, a non-voting appointed committee member will report to the Area Committee and the Assembly about new 
material received and give updates about ongoing projects.” (The report will be presented by the Archives Chairperson as a 
supplement to the Area Archives Chairpersons report).” 

DISCUSSION – NO 
 
All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 3  
Motion was passed. 

 
7.  Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 

“Attendance at Area Committee is voluntary, while attendance at Assembly is expected.”  
 
Add to the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 
“Attendance at the Area Committee is voluntary and expenses shall not be reimbursed. Attendance at the Assembly is 
expected and expenses shall be reimbursed.” 

DISCUSSION 
 

Eddy G – Feels that they should be reimbursed as the Webmaster and Alternate.  
Rob McA – Clarifying procedures. Up to now the treasurer was not sure about reimbursement. 
  
  
 

All those in Favour - 14  All those opposed - 15  Any abstentions - 5  
Voice of Minority - No 
Motion was defeated. 

 
 

8. Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 
 
“The Archivist may attend the annual North American Archives Workshop upon the approval of the Area Committee.” 
(The committee took into consideration the cost that none of the other chairs attended such workshops outside the area) 

DISCUSSION 
 

Rob McA – Other Chairs are not sent to other workshops – if we did we would be broke! 
Winnie S – It still has to be approved by the committee – so why do we need to change anything? 
Eddy G  - It should still be in there to remind us or it might get lost.  
Mike B – DCM – D62 – Depends on how financially stable the Area is at the time. If it is removed we will forget it. 
 

All those in Favour - 10  All those opposed - 22  Any abstentions - 2 
Voice of Minority - No 
Motion was defeated. 

 
 
13 (c)  “We of Area 83 ask our delegate to relay our desire for the General Service trustees’ Literature Committee to consider 
pamphlet #3267, “The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA” (approved by The AA General Service Conference in Great 
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Britain), for use in the U.S.A./Canada. We ask the Conference Literature Committee to consider, in the 2018 General Service 
Conference agenda, a request for an advisory action that “The ‘God’ Word” be adopted/amended for the U.S.A./Canada. 
(Please see notes for precedents, need and background.) Furthermore, we ask that this advisory action, as is our custom, 
direct G.S.O. to licence, print and distribute “The ‘God’ Word” to groups and members in the U’S.A. and Canada in English, 
Spanish and French.“ 

Moved: Rob A – DCM – D10   Seconded: Michel D – DCM – D58 

  DISCUSSION 
 
James O’D – Already using this pamphlet as a supplement to We Agnostics with sponsees.  
Joyce S – Do we really need another pamphlet as we already have “Many Paths to Spirituality”? 
Kim S – Will support because if it helps one alcoholic stay in AA then it is worth it. GSO has sent it out already to the Areas and 
Districts for our feedback.  
Amy L – The pamphlet can be useful to the newcomer.  
Jim S – Area CPC Chair – Will go through the similar process of the “teenage poster”.  
 

All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed - 3  Any abstentions - 2 
Voice of the Minority – No 
Motion was passed. 

 
13 (d) “Remove from the Operating Procedures, Section III, Responsibilities under Area Archivist: “Attendance at Area 
Committee is voluntary, while attendance at Assembly is expected.” 

Replace with: “That the Area Archivist is required to attend the Area Committee meetings and the Area Assemblies and be 
reimbursed.” 

Moved: Eddy G – Area Archives Chair  Seconded: Glenn G – ADCM – D18 

  DISCUSSION 
 
Jim S – The Archivist has the Archives Chair to speak on their behalf – the Webmaster does not.  
Rob McA – The ACM is the only item under question as the Assembly is mandatory/expected. 
Kim S – We need the Webmaster here to answer questions that come up about our computer/web related issues.  
Amy L – Our current Chair has much experience in archiving but this will not always be the case.  
 
 

All those in Favour - 15  All those opposed - 11  Any abstentions - 7 
Voice of the Minority – No 
Motion was defeated. 
 

13 (e) “Appointment of Linda McQ as Archivist, effective immediately, for 3 years.      
      Kimberley M - Chairperson 

           
The Archivist is to be appointed (or re-appointed) for a three year term by the Area Committee, on a recommendation of the Area 83 
Chairperson after consultation with the Area Archives committee. No vote. Is there any dis-approval? 
 
No dis-approval. Linda McQ is accepted as the new Area 83 Archivist. 
 
13 (f)  Remove from the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 
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“Attendance at Area Committee is voluntary, while attendance at Assembly is expected.”  
 

          Add to the operating procedures section III Responsibilities under Area Archivist: 
“Attendance at the Area Committee is voluntary and expenses shall not be reimbursed. Attendance at the Assembly 
is expected and expenses shall be reimbursed.” 
 

Motion: Michel D – DCM – D58    Seconded: Larry D – DCM – D86 
 
***N.B. THIS IS THE EXACT MOTION THAT WAS DEFEATED IN 13 (b) # 7 THAT WAS DEFEATED. *** 
 
  DISCUSSION 
 
Joyce S – This is a housekeeping measure only. It is unclear from year to year.  
Angie R – This motion is out of order.  
There was a general uncomfortable feeling that voting on a motion that had just been defeated sets a precedent. The Alternate 
Delegate spoke to the concerns and will raise this issue at the Area Assembly for clarification.   
 
  Call the Question: 
 
Motion: Dave B – DCM – D06    Seconded: Dave B – DCM – D14 
 

All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed - 1  Any abstentions - 1 
Motion was passed 
 
Move to the vote on the original motion: 
 
All those in Favour - Majority  All those opposed - 3  Any abstentions - 3 
Motion was passed. 
 

 
 

14. Sharing - what's on your mind? 
 
Announcements regarding upcoming sobriety anniversaries and roundups. 
 
15. Next area committee meeting. 
 
I would recommend the next committee meeting be held here at Quinte West on January 6, 2018 
Would someone be willing to make a motion to that effect? 
 
MOVED:  JOANN P – DCM – D28                           SECONDED: BILL C – DCM - D74 
DISCUSSION - NO 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0  
Motion was passed.   
 
Reminder: The Fall Assembly will be held at the Ambassador Conference Centre in Kingston October 27-29, 2017. 
 
16. CLOSING 
 
It is now 4:39 p.m. and I would like to thank everyone for their participation today and wish you all a safe drive home. I look forward to 
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seeing you all in Kingston. 
 
May I have a motion to end this meeting?  
 
MOVED:  RAY R – AREA SELF SUPPORT CHAIR    SECONDED: JENNY C – DCM - D66 
DISCUSSION - NO 
All those in Favour - All  All those opposed - 0  Any abstentions - 0  
Motion was passed. 
 
CLOSE WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION 
 
I AM RESPONSIBLE… 
WHEN ANYONE, ANYWHERE, REACHES OUT FOR HELP, 
I WANT THE HAND OF A.A. ALWAYS TO BE THERE. 
AND FOR THAT 
I AM RESPONSIBLE. 
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Actual
January 1, 2017  Opening Balance 20,000.00
Interest  
Transfer to Operating Account 0.00

20,000.00

7th Tradition 4,064.41
Cost Recoveries 551.50
Flow Through to GSO (120.00)
Grapevine Seasonals 0.00
Group & District Contributions 36,567.88

41,063.79
TRANSFERS FROM RESERVE 0.00

41,063.79

Accommodations 4,175.70
Meals 7,469.94
Travel 5,732.85
Long Distance 0.00
Postage 225.11
Printing 1,499.38
Literature 1,176.17
Stationery 183.74
Miscellaneous 2,439.70

22,902.59

Ad Hoc Committees 0.00
Area Contribution to GSO 750.00
Area Committee Meetings 639.82
General Service Conf. Assessment 8,688.10
Bank Service Charges 176.31
Paypal fees 23.37
Forums 0.00
Grapevine Seasonal 0.00
GSO Flow Through (120.00)
Ontario Delegate's Conference 0.00
CERAASA 2,437.53

12,595.13

35,497.72

Opening Balance as of January 1, 2017 29,496.89
41,063.79

Total Expenses (35,497.72)

35,062.96

 
 

TOTAL INCOME & TRANSFERS

EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

OPERATING ACCOUNT

Total Income & Transfers

OPERATING ACCOUNT BALANCE

Total Committee Expenses

Total Other Expenses

EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL AREA 83
AS OF:  August 31, 2017

RESERVE ACCOUNT

RESERVE ACCOUNT BALANCE

INCOME

TOTAL INCOME
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Area 83 Eastern O
ntario International 

D
etails of Expenditures 

as of: August 31, 2017

Long
Annual

B
alance

YTD
Position

Accom
odations

M
eals

Travel
D

istance
Postage

Printing
Literature

Stationery
M

isc.
Total

G
uideline

 + / -
U

sage

D
elegate

0.00
94.50

221.55
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
316.05

2352.00
2035.95

13.44%
Alt. D

elegate
0.00

93.91
438.20

0.00
29.52

0.00
66.52

0.00
1013.29

1641.44
1520.00

-121.44
107.99%

Im
m

ediate past D
elegate

0.00
101.63

483.70
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
585.33

855.00
269.67

68.46%
C

hairperson
0.00

56.58
287.70

0.00
18.31

25.99
0.00

0.00
0.00

388.58
985.00

596.42
39.45%

Secretary
0.00

98.43
446.60

0.00
0.00

795.17
0.00

0.00
0.00

1340.20
2611.61

1271.41
51.32%

Treasurer
0.00

60.00
654.85

0.00
177.28

292.50
0.00

183.74
0.00

1368.37
1875.00

506.63
72.98%

R
egistrar

0.00
88.59

212.60
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

28.19
329.38

1130.00
800.62

29.15%
Area W

eb Site/W
ebm

aster
242.10

86.66
301.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

629.76
1575.00

945.24
39.98%

Archives
0.00

82.81
189.00

0.00
0.00

42.94
0.00

0.00
0.00

314.75
1220.00

905.25
25.80%

Archivist
242.10

101.40
429.70

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

773.20
1260.00

486.80
61.37%

C
ooperation w

ith the P.C
.

60.00
85.51

637.35
0.00

0.00
11.30

198.33
0.00

130.82
1123.31

1570.00
446.69

71.55%
C

orrections Facilities
0.00

110.02
59.50

0.00
0.00

136.69
0.00

0.00
0.00

306.21
1430.00

1123.79
21.41%

G
rapevine

0.00
60.32

459.90
0.00

0.00
22.92

0.00
0.00

0.00
543.14

1120.00
576.86

48.49%
Public Inform

ation
0.00

78.07
112.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

190.07
1530.00

1339.93
12.42%

Self Support
0.00

96.82
40.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

136.82
1060.00

923.18
12.91%

Treatm
ent Facilities

0.00
126.61

459.20
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
585.81

995.00
409.19

58.88%
Service Info D

ay C
m

te
968.40

448.08
300.00

0.00
0.00

171.87
911.32

0.00
25.54

2825.21
5145.00

2319.79
54.91%

Spring Assem
bly

2663.10
5600.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

1241.86
9504.96

9800.00
295.04

96.99%
Fall Assem

bly
0.00

0
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
9800.00

9800.00
0.00%

C
O

M
M

ITTEE EXP.
4,175.70

$                  
7,469.94

$    
5,732.85

$           
-

$         
225.11

$         
1,499.38

$          
1,176.17

$         
183.74

$           
2,439.70

$         
22,902.59

$         
47,833.61

$           
24,931.02

$        
47.88%

Adhoc C
om

m
ittees

-
                             

-
                

-
                       

-
           

-
                 

-
                     

-
                    

-
                   

-
                    

-
                       

15.00
                    

15.00
0.00%

Area C
om

m
ittee

-
                             

-
                

-
                       

-
           

-
                 

-
                     

-
                    

-
                   

639.82
              

639.82
                 

1,500.00
               

860.18
42.65%

Area G
SO

 C
ontributions

750.00
              

750.00
                 

750.00
                  

Bank C
harges

-
                    

176.31
                 

200.00
                  

23.69
0.00%

Paypal Fees
23.37

                   
-

                        
Forum

s
-

                             
-

                
-

                       
-

           
-

                 
-

                     
-

                    
-

                   
-

                    
-

                       
-

                        
0.00

0.00%
G

rapevine Seasonal
-

                       
4,200.00

               
4,200.00

0.00%
G

SC
 Assessm

ent
8,688.10

           
8,688.10

              
8,708.70

               
20.60

99.76%
G

SO
 Flow

 Through
120.00

-                 
-

                        
120.00

0.00%
O

nt D
elegates C

onf. 
-

                             
-

                
-

                       
-

           
-

                 
-

                     
-

                    
-

                   
-

                    
-

                       
-

                        
0.00

0.00%
C

ER
AASA

834.90
                       

358.78
          

1,075.76
              

-
           

-
                 

-
                     

-
                    

-
                   

168.09
              

2,437.53
              

$2,437.53
0.00

0
O

TH
ER

 EXPEN
SES

834.90
$                     

358.78
$        

1,075.76
$           

-
$         

-
$               

-
$                   

-
$                  

-
$                 

10,246.01
$       

12,595.13
$         

17,811.23
$           

5,239.47
$          

70.71%

TO
TAL EXPEN

SES
5,010.60

$                  
7,828.72

$    
6,808.61

$           
-

$         
225.11

$         
1,499.38

$          
1,176.17

$         
183.74

$           
12,685.71

$       
35,497.72

$         
65,644.84

$           
30,170.49

$        
54.08%

Incom
e Sum

m
ary :

YTD
 2017

August 28, 2016
C

hange
August 31, 2017
7th Tradition

4,064.41
       

Incom
e To D

ate
41,063.79

         
37,325.35

        
3,738.44

           
Bank Interest

-
                

Expenses To D
ate

35,497.72
         

35,667.47
        

(169.75)
             

G
SO

 Flow
 through

120.00
-          

N
et C

hange To O
perating Account

5,566.07
$         

1,657.88
$        

3,908.19
$         

C
ontributions

36,567.88
    

C
ost recoveries

551.50
          

C
ontributions

$36,567.88
$33,287.22

$3,280.66
G

rapevine Seasonals
-

                
C

ontributing G
roups

139
133

6
Total Incom

e
41,063.79

$  
C

ontributing D
istricts

15
14

1

August 31, 2017
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District 0 Unspecified, Paypal $230.00
District 2 Malton $1,447.10
District 6 Mississauga $2,452.50
District 10 Toronto South Central $3,092.76
District 12 Toronto South West $2,917.77
District 14 Toronto North Central $1,989.54
District 16 Hispano De Toronto $255.00
District 18 Toronto City East $2,970.00
District 22 Scarborough $853.00
District 26 Lakeshore West $1,720.82
District 28 Lakeshore East $1,458.14
District 30 Quinte West $1,525.00
District 34 Quinte East $2,080.00
District 36 Kingston And The Islands $1,230.00
District 42 St. Lawrence International $948.65
District 48 Seaway Valley North $200.00
District 50 Cornwall $565.00
District 54 Ottawa Rideau $545.00
District 58 Ottawa Bytown $67.50
District 62 Ottawa West $2,798.42
District 66 Golden Triangle $1,565.98
District 70 Renfrew Pontiac $750.00
District 74 Pembroke $1,250.00
District 78 Madawaska Valley $220.00
District 82 Victoria Haliburton $700.00
District 86 Kawartha $2,735.70

$36,567.88

Total from Groups $26,871.42 139
Total from Districts $9,631.96 15

GROUP & DISTRICT CONTRIBUTIONS 
AS OF August 31, 2017

Total Contributions YTD:

Groups Contributing
Districts Contributing
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APPENDIX B 

 
 
 
 
 
Alcoholics Anonymous® General  Service Off ice of Alcoholics Anonymous, Inc. 
www.aa.org 475 Riverside Drive, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10115 / Telephone: (212) 870-3400 

Please direct all communications to: 

P.O. Box 459 
Grand Central Station New York, NY 10163 
Fax: (212) 870-3003 

June 5th, 2017 

Jim S 

4 Park St. 
Lindsay, ON K9V 0H7 
Canada 

Dear Jim, 

Warm greetings from your G.S.0.! 

Thank you so much for all of your work on the People in Motion 2017 Conference. We greatly appreciate the 
information you passed along, and will follow through promptly with the professionals who requested additional 
information. 

Please express our gratitude to the other C.P.C. volunteers for their loving service in this important work. 

Until we are next in touch, all of us here at G.S.O. send our appreciation and good wishes. 

Yours in fellowship, 

 
Jeff Wine 
Cooperation with Professional Communities Coordinator 
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1 
 

The “God” Word: Agnostics and Atheist in AA 

The “God” Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA 
A motion for the Area 83 Assembly to consider recommending an 

advisory action for the 2018 General Service Conference 
 
In 2016, the United Kingdom General Service Conference approved a new leaflet 
(pamphlet), “The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA” (see attached). This 
pamphlet is 24 pages long and includes nine stories and a list of conference-approved 
references and AA Grapevine articles that speak to A.A.’s nonbelievers. Like A.A. 
pamphlets for age, race, gender and sexual orientation, A.A. stories of experience, strength 
and hope reach out the the alcoholic, in a way she or he can identify with.  
 
Throughout the U.S.A. and Canada, members of A.A. who have read this new literature 
concur with A.A. members and trusted servants of the United Kingdom: this pamphlet 
satisfies a previously unmet need in helping to carry A.A.’s always inclusive, never 
exclusive message to the still-suffering alcoholic.   
 
Encouraged by Alcoholics Anonymous World Services Publishing, we are following 
suggested guidelines on how to make this A.A. literature available to groups and members 
in the U. S. A. and Canada who want it. To have this pamphlet adopted and approved, we 
seek the support of District 10 (Toronto South/Central) to instruct our District Committee 
Member (D. C. M.) to bring the proposal that follows to the Area 83 (Eastern Ontario 
International) committee to include in our October 29, 2017 Area Assembly program. The 
motion is as follows:  
 
We of Area 83 ask our delegate to relay our desire for the General Service trustees’ 
Literature Committee to consider pamphlet #3267, “The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics 
and Atheists in AA” (approved by The AA General Service Conference in Great Britain), 
for use in the U.S.A./Canada. We ask the Conference Literature Committee to 
consider, in the 2018 General Service Conference agenda, a request for an advisory 
action that “The ‘God’ Word” be adopted/amended for the U.S.A./Canada. (Please 
see notes for precedents, need and background.) Furthermore, we ask that this 
advisory action, as is our custom, direct G.S.O. to licence, print and distribute “The 
‘God’ Word” to groups and members in the U’S.A. and Canada in English, Spanish 
and French. 
 
Background: 
 
What precedent is there for the General Service Conference (U.S.A./Canada) to adopt and adapt 
literature approved by the U.K. Conference?  
 
The 1979 trustees’ Literature Committee was asked by the membership to look at “A Newcomer 
Asks, (P-24)” General Service Conference approved (Great Britain). This led to the following 
advisory action being affirmed by the General Service Conference in 1980: 
 
The pamphlet from Great Britain entitled “A Newcomer Asks” to be adopted and adapted.i 
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The “God” Word: Agnostics and Atheist in AA 

“A Newcomer Asks” is well received by members and groups. Currently, our second most 
popular pamphlet, over the last five years, 250,000 + copies are ordered each year.  
 
Does other special purpose literature help to remove barriers and build bridges?  
 

• For newcomers and members in teens and twenties, we offer, “Too Young? (P-37)” “A 
Message to Teenagers (F-9)” and “Young People in A.A. (P-4)”  

• For those at the other end of the spectrum, “A.A. for the Older Alcoholic—Never Too 
Late (P-22)” offers 60-years-old+ perspective  

• Eight stories in “A.A. for the Woman (P-5)” accompany 15 questions to women.  
• “A.A. and the Gay/Lesbian Alcoholic (P-32)” was written for the LGBTQ community, 

without the use of the heteronormative language of our early literature. 
• Nine stories in “A.A. for the Black and African American Alcoholic (P-51)” answers 

the question, “Can A.A. help me too?”, alcoholic to alcoholic.   
• “A.A. for the Native North American (P-21)” shares 13 stories by another 

underrepresented population – aboriginal and indigenous members.   
• “A.A. for the Alcoholic with Special Needs (P-83)” reaches out to the still-suffering 

alcoholic with chronic illness, deafness, blindness, head-injuries, etc.  
 

Not every pamphlet is intended for everyone. Each group and member chooses what is best for 
them. The British General Service Conference saw that atheists and agnostics were a growing 
minority group and still had no pamphlet to tell their own stories in the same way literature for 
other under-represented populations has widened our gateway (women’s, youth, LGBTQ, etc.). 
Like our A.A. cousins in the United Kingdom, many in the U.S.A./Canada see the need for such 
a pamphlet on our literature table, too. 
 
Why now? 
 
Conference-approved literature makes the following claims about A.A.:  
 

“All the great faiths are represented in our Fellowship, and many religious leaders have 
encouraged our growth. There are also atheist and agnostics among us. Belief in, or 
adherence to, a formal creed is not a condition of membership. We are united by our 
common problem, alcohol.”ii 

 
           “There’s a lot of talk about God, though, isn’t there? 

The majority of A.A. members believe that we have found the solution to our drinking 
problem not through individual willpower, but through a power greater than ourselves. 
However, everyone defines this power as he or she wishes. Many people call it God, 
others think it is the A.A. group, still others don’t believe in it at all. There is room in 
A.A. for people of all shades of belief and nonbelief.”iii 

 
It’s one thing to tell nonbelievers that they are welcome in A.A. A.A. members in the U.K. 
realized that it’s better to hear that A.A. is working from other agnostics and atheists without a 
belief in a prayer-answering, sobriety-granting deity.  
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The “God” Word: Agnostics and Atheist in AA 

While we don’t expect “The ‘God’ Word” to be a “best-seller,” for those for whom it matters, it 
matters a lot. Many of us felt different when we came to A.A. It’s good to hear that A.A. is 
always inclusive, never exclusive—regardless of what we do or do not believe.  
 
What’s in it for A.A. as a whole? 
 

1. Some alcoholics come to A.A. and wonder if A.A. is religious. “The ‘God’ Word: 
Agnostics and Atheists in AA” dispels the myth that A.A. is religious.  

 
2. For Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community, this pamphlet 

is an arrow in the literature-quiver demonstrating that A.A. can be home to all who have a 
desire to stop drinking. We impose neither our individual nor collective views on anyone.  

 
3. “The ‘God’ Word” helps A.A. members empathize with the unbeliever. Firsthand stories 

explain how A.A. works for us, in our own language.  
 

4. God as we understand Him works for most of us in early sobriety. Doubt may creep in 
for some of us in later sobriety. While challenges to our faith is part of A.A. life for 
many, for the member who had faith and feels they’ve lost it, “The ‘God’ Word” 
reinforces that sobriety and usefulness to others isn’t conditional on a single, consistent 
belief. For some, beliefs are not fixed. We continue to change throughout our sobriety.  

 
Love and tolerance is our code. Co-founder Dr. Bob, looking back at nine years of sobriety, 
wrote in the June 1944 A.A. Grapevine:  
 

“Without some tolerance we might tend to become a bit smug or superior—which of 
course is not helpful to the person we are trying to help, and may be quite painful or 
obnoxious to others. No one of us wishes to do anything which might act as a deterrent to 
the advancement of another—and a patronizing attitude can readily slow up this 
process.”iv  

 
While belief in God as we understand Him is popular in A.A., it not possible in some cases. It 
isn’t preferable in other cases. 
  

“For some of us, reaching an atheistic position is one of the few spiritually honest things 
we ever did,” Jon recalls in “The ‘God’ Word” pamphlet. “Our minds may be more open 
than many think.”  

   
Why can’t members and groups in North America get this pamphlet from the UK literature desk? 
 
Excited about the new offering, in 2016, several members from Canada and the U.S.A. contacted 
G.S.O. to order “The ‘God’ Word” for our groups. It has been a learning experience for all 
involved, in 2016 and 2017. Over months of back-and-forth between members, the literature 
desks in New York and in London, as well as with A.A.W.S. Publishing, delivering “The ‘God’ 
Word” from the U.K. to the U.S.A./Canada has proven to be unworkable. 
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A.A.W.S. Publishing wants every member to have easy access to all A.A. literature that’s 
available and desired. The British literature desk welcomes the prospect of G.S.O. 
(U.S.A./Canada) adopting and adapting “The ‘God’ Word” and making it available to groups and 
members in the U.S.A. and Canada. See Appendix I for details. 
 
As has been done in the past, The General Service Conference can fulfill this need by way of an 
advisory action. The General Service Office awaits direction from the groups and members. 
  
In Conclusion… 
 
For these reasons, conditional on the support of District 10, we would like to look to our Area 83 
Fall 2017 Assembly to make a motion, discuss it and vote. If an informed Area 83 group 
conscious sees fit, we can ask our delegate to request that an advisory action making this A.A. 
Literature available to groups and members in the U.S.A./Canada be considered as an agenda 
item on the 2018 General Service Conference agenda.   
 
Are we asking people to vote based on whether you or your home-group wants or may need 
“The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA,” leaflet #3267 (U.K. G.S.O.)?  
 
No; that will be a decision for each group to make later. There are over 50 other pamphlets now 
to choose from. Not every group needs/wants every pamphlet.  
 
What we’re asking G.S.R.s, district and area members to say is, “Yes, I lend support to groups 
and members who have expressed a need for “The ‘God’ Word” to help carry out our primary 
purpose, alcoholic to alcoholic.  
 
Attached:  
 

The “God” Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA © The AA General Service 
Conference in Great Britain (July 2016) 
 
Appendix I: a chronology of discussion from the U.S.A./Canada members and groups 
with A.A.W.S., G.S.O. (U.S.A./Canada) and G.S.O. (U.K.). 
 
Appendix II: A history of A.A.’s special interest pamphlets that help carry the message.  
 
End-notes  
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Appendix I 
 
A chronology of communications between A.A. members/groups and A.A.’s service structure. 
  
2015 – 2016: Through online communications and chat-groups including members from the 
U.K., the U.S.A. and Canada, we were anticipating the availability of this new literature. We 
heard the U.K. General Service Office was soliciting A.A. stories for their agnostic/atheist draft 
in 2015.  
 
July, 2016: At the 2016 A.A. General Service Conference in Great Britain, “The ‘God’ Word: 
Agnostics and Atheists in AA” leaflet #3267 was approved and made available for distribution to 
A.A. members and groups in July. 
 
A catch-22 followed for Americans and Canadians, involving one literature desk sending us back 
and forth from G.S.O. to G.S.O. (New York & U.K.). A classic A.A. learning experience for 
members and groups took place, from home-groups down to A.A. World Services. Members 
from the U.S.A. and Canada made inquiries to the General Service Office literature desk. This 
was the reply: 

 
September 15, 2016: The General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous US/Canada 
does not publish nor sell the item you inquired about—the pamphlet entitled, “The God 
Word.”  If you are aware of it being published and sold through the General Service 
Office/UK, we suggest you contact that office to purchase this item.  Hopefully this 
information is helpful, let me know if I may be of any further assistance. 
  
All of us at G.S.O. send our very best. 

 
So, several of us ordered the pamphlet through the online literature site, http://www.alcoholics-
anonymous.org.uk/Shop/Categories/summary/checkout The orders were received, then funds 
were returned and the orders rescinded. We were advised by the U.K. Literature desk: 

 
September 17, 2016: Thank you for your interest in “The ‘God’ Word.” Unfortunately, 
we can’t sell to members from Canada and the USA because our licensing and 
distribution agreement with A.A.W.S. prohibits us from selling overseas. Please 
contact your GSO to place an order for the leaflet.  

 
Back to New York… We contacted A.A.W.S. to alert them to this. Neither General Service 
Office would make “The ‘God’ Word” available, each sending us to the other. In time, a 
promising response came: 
 

December 1, 2016: I have been in touch with G.S.O. U.K. regarding the U.K.-originated 
pamphlet “The God Word” and we have agreed that they may distribute this item to all 
who seek it from the U.S. and elsewhere. 
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As you may know, we license our A.A.W.S., Inc. copyrighted material to A.A. General 
Service Boards around the world.  These copyright agreements necessitate set processes – 
that in this case do not apply to this pamphlet. 
With all best A.A. wishes, Director of Publishing, AA World Services Inc.   

 
We contacted the U.K. to place our orders again. In time, this was the response: 
 

February 17, 2017: Thank-you for your enquiry about ‘The God Word’.  While we can 
sell to the US/Canada, unfortunately we have found that the costs are prohibitive and 
require additional paperwork which becomes logistically unsustainable. 
  
We understand that GSO US/Canada is considering obtaining a licence to print, which 
would help resolve the problem.  

Administrator, General Service Office (www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk) The General Service Board of 
Alcoholics Anonymous (Great Britain) Limited 

Between our inquiries with both The British literature desk and the U.S.A./Canada G.S.O., the 
U.K. General Service Office asked A.A.W.S. to—in the same fashion as “A Newcomer Asks” 
was made available to members from the U.S.A./Canada in 1980—license and print “The ‘God’ 
Word” for North American members and groups that wish to have it. This would: 
 

1) Solve the needs of atheist/agnostic members in Canada and the U.S.A., and  
2) Resolve the logistical hurdle of shipping member/group orders overseas from the U.K.   

 
A.A.W.S. Publishing wants everyone, everywhere, to have whatever A.A. literature they want or 
need.  
 
A.A.W.S. could appreciate that this (U.K.) General Service Conference approved literature 
satisfied an unmet need in a way that current literature didn’t. However, General Service 
trustees’ and Conference Literature Committee doesn’t strictly exist to solve the needs and 
problems of the U.K. literature desk. Primarily, G.S.O. answers to the members and groups of 
the U.S.A./Canada, in part, by means of communication through the General Service 
Conference.  
 
To facilitate this request (as was the case with “A Newcomer Asks” in 1979-1980), what 
A.A.W.S. would prefer is for the request to come from a member, to their group, to the district, 
the area and then from the delegate to the trustees’ Literature Committee for consideration for 
review by the 2018 Literature Committee(s).  
 
Consequently, groups and members in the U.S.A./Canada were informed by the Staff 
Coordinator, Literature: 
 

April 6, 2017: The Conference is the closest thing we have in A.A. to representing a 
group conscience of A.A. as a whole in the U.S. and Canada.  Accordingly, if you have a 
suggestion regarding the changes to current A.A. literature (or the development of new 
literature), a good starting point would be by discussing your idea with your home group 
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for a consensus. If there is support for your idea, then the GSR of the group would take it 
to the local district committee for a wider pool of discussion and eventually it could be 
discussed and voted on at the area level on whether to forward it for consideration by the 
General Service Conference… 

 
 
By teleconference A.A.W.S. Publishing and the literature desk at G.S.O. explained on APRIL 
12, 2017 at 2 PM:. 
 

1) The UK effectively punted this to us because it is costly for them to send this pamphlet 
abroad to requestors. 

 
2) There has been real learning in the process of addressing this expressed need, and 

attempting to meet this request, and that is always hopeful. 
 

3) We do want all folks to be able to receive the literature that helps us. 
 

4) The preferred way to make this literature available in the U.S.A./Canada is to express this 
need from the groups to district, to area and G.S.O. 

 
It was agreed that Beyond Belief Agnostics & Freethinkers Group (691978) would discuss and 
vote on bringing the motion to District 10 (Toronto South-Central). Beyond Belief Group 
members voted unanimously at our May 2017 business meeting. Our G.S.R. was asked to bring a 
motion before District 10, seeking support to bring the matter to the Area 83 committee to 
include as an agenda item at our Fall 2017 Assembly.  
 
By vote and discussion at the Area Assembly we would seek group conscience on the merits and 
need for such a pamphlet and ask our delegate to request that the trustees’ Literature Committee 
review our motion to forward the matter to the 2018 Conference Literature Committee for 
consideration of an advisory action in the 2018 General Service Conference to adopt and adapt 
the U.K. leaflet, “The ‘God’ Word: Agnostics and Atheists in AA.”  
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Appendix II 
 
Details of how special purpose literature remove barriers and build bridges?v  
 

According to the 2014 triennial survey, 1% (20,000 members +/-) of A.A.s are under the age 
of 21. For this minority, we offer: 
•  “Too Young? (P-37)” modified in 1977, 1987, 2009, 2016 
• “A Message to Teenagers (F-9)” modified 1987, 2009 
• “Young People in A.A. (P-4)” Revised 1961, 1967, 1989, 1992, 2007, 2015 
In the interest of carrying the message to the young alcoholic who still suffers, we distributed 
over 111,000 of these special purpose pamphlets in 2015. 
 
For those at the other end of the spectrum:  
• “A.A. for the Older Alcoholic—Never Too Late (P-22)” offers 60-years-old+ members 

talking about A.A. Originally approved in 1979 under the title, “Now It’s Time to Start 
Living.” Title/content change in 1981, 2001, 2106. 38,175 pamphlets sold in 2015. 

 
Eight stories accompany fifteen questions, woman to woman in:  
• “A.A. for the Woman (P-5)” First approved 1951, revised/reviewed 1968, 1986, 2002, 

2014. 68,936 pamphlets sold in 2015. 
 
For the LGBTQ community, alcoholic to alcoholic sharing of what it was like, what happened 
and what it’s like now without heteronormative language: 
•  “A.A. and the Gay/Lesbian Alcoholic (P-32)” was added in 1989, revised in 2005. 

26,727 pamphlets sold in 2015. 
 
Nine stories and A.A. history are found in: 
• “A.A. for the Black and African American Alcoholic (P-51)” Originally discussed in 

1988, then approved as, “Can A.A. help me too? Black/African Americans Share Their 
Stories” in 2001, this pamphlet was retitled in 2007, “A.A. for the Black and African 
American Alcoholic.” 19,359 pamphlets sold in 2015.   

 
Sharing another 13 first-hand stories for another underrepresented population of aboriginal, 
indigenous members of AA (1% of A.A. according to 2014 Membership Survey):  
• “A.A. for the Native North American (P-21)” was first discussed in 1987, approved in 

1989 and revised in 2009. 14,703 copies were sold in 2015. 
 
Reaching out to the still-suffering alcoholic with physical/mental characteristics, A.A. aims 
for accessibility with braille, large-print audio-books literature and stories of chronic illness, 
deafness, blindness, head-injuries and mental health conditions.  
• “A.A. for the Alcoholic with Special Needs (P-83)” was first discussed in 2009 and 

approved in 2011. 15,112 copies were sold in 2015.  
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i Advisory Actions of the General Service Conference of Alcoholics Anonymous 1952 – 2012, p. 69 
ii http://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-1_thisisaa1.pdf  
iii http://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/p-24_anewcomerask.pdf  
iv Requoted in May 2017 A.A. Grapevine p. 30, Terry Bedient, General Service Board Chair (2013-2017)  
v Pamphlets sold refers to English only (French and Spanish not included) reporting from 2016 General Service 
Conference Final Report.  

                                                           

 


