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Area Committee Meeting – June 4, 2022 
1. OPENING 

Good morning Friends!!  I’m an alcoholic a member of the Liverpool Group in District 26 and my name is Amy. 
It’s an honour to serve Area 83 as your Panel 71 Chair.   

As we customarily do, let’s open this meeting with a moment of Silence followed by the Serenity Prayer. 

12 Traditions read by Norm B., DCM D12;  12 Concepts (Short Form) read by Jamie B., D62. 

I would like to open this meeting by acknowledging that we have lost another dear trusted servant.  Bruce B., 
the DCM of District 86 passed away on May 21, after a short battle with Cancer.  Bruce served the Kawarthas in 
many different capacities and in this last term was serving on Area 83’s Service Information Day Committee.  His 
optimism and his gentle nature were his hallmark and I for one am grateful to have crossed paths and got to 
know Bruce.   I will always think of him every time I hear someone say…. “Let Gratitude be your Attitude”.  Thank 
you for your service Bruce. 

Welcome to Quinte West!  It is so good to see so many of you in person!   It is a strange feeling so late in the 
term to feel like we are doing something so new and foreign- I’ve almost got those first-meeting jitters….and it 
is actually our fifth ACM of this term.  However, this is Area 83’s first attempt at a Hybrid meeting and I want to 
make this day a comfortable experience for everyone.     

 

This is your meeting and it is an opportunity for you to share what’s happening in your districts. The Area 
committee is where recommendations to the Assembly are discussed and formulated and where tasks assigned 
by the Assembly are carried out. It is where your questions are answered, and concerns addressed. Please feel 
free to voice any concerns or questions you may have. There may be someone here who has the same question, 
and it helps to share. It is important for all of us to remember our First Tradition - “Our common welfare should 
come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity”. We are here to ensure that Alcoholics Anonymous 
remains unified and strong in Area 83 Eastern Ontario International. Our personal recovery, as well as the 
recovery of the still suffering Alcoholic, depends upon it. 

Some reminders  

This is a non-smoking meeting.  We ask that you refrain from these things during the meeting.  For those of you 
on-line, please turn off your camera if your activities may be disruptive.  A break will be called sometime around 
11:00 AM and again in the afternoon.   Lunch is not shown as an agenda item, but we will break around noon. 
Please turn off your cell phones or anything else that might interrupt the meeting. Also, please be considerate 
of those with perfume allergies when applying scents. 

The church has asked us to be extra vigilant when we are disposing of our recycling and garbage. Please pour 
any liquid that you are disposing of in the bucket before putting the cup/container/bottle in the appropriate bin. 
You should also know that this church is a non-Styrofoam facility, and they ask that we not use Styrofoam in our 
meetings. 
 
At this time, I would like to introduce our Area Committee.  

Area 83 Officers 
Panel 71 Delegate ...................................................................................................................... Kimberley M. 
Alternate Delegate ........................................................................................................................ James O’D. 
Secretary............................................................................................................................................ JoAnn P. 
Treasurer ............................................................................................................................................. Dave L. 
Registrar ................................................................................................................................................. Bill C. 
Our Panel 69 Immediate Past Delegate .............................................................................................. Rob M. 
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And I’m your Chair       
 
Area Sub-Committee Chairpersons 
Again, please hold any applause until all chairpersons have been recognized.  
 
Public Information Chair ...................................................................................................................... Jack R. 
Cooperation with the Professional Community Chair ............................................................................ Jo D. 
Correctional Facilities Chair ..............................................................................................................Marty M. 
Treatment .............................................................................................................................................. Tim F. 
Accessibilities..................................................................................................................................... Jenny B. 
Grapevine Chair .................................................................................................................................... Jane S. 
Self-Support Chair ................................................................................................................................ Bev H. 
Archives Chair ................................................................................................................................... Shane H. 
Service Information Chair ................................................................................................................. Trevor F. 
      
These are your Area Officers and Sub Committee Chairs for 2021-2022  
 
Introduction of Previous Delegates:  
Also, with us today we have:  

Panel 61 Delegate Robb W. 
Panel 63 Delegate Mel C. (online) 
Panel 65 Delegate Joyce S., and our recently elected Eastern Canada Regional Trustee 
Panel 67 Delegate Kim S.(online) 

And in Appointed positions we have 
Area Webmaster – George McQ. 
Area Archivist – David T. 
 

Housekeeping: 

Our meeting schedule for the balance of this term will be included in the minutes. These dates are reserved on 
the Area Calendar, and for the in-person meetings, have been booked in advance with the church. Some are 
listed as tentative as the date of the following Assembly or Area Committee Meeting is approved at the end of 
each meeting.   

1Voted and approved at June 4, 2022 Area Committee meeting, see agenda item 15 in these 
minutes. 

• There is still a need for an Alternate Webmaster.  We have been looking for a member in Area 83 to 
submit a resume for consideration.  The Call Letter can be found on the Area 83 Website under the Area 
Chair’s tab, or by clicking this link. 

• The Area Assembly and Service Information Day take place twice each year, once in the spring and 
once in the fall.  As you know we have been looking for a venue to hold our in-person assembly because 
our usual venue, the Ambassador Hotel, is undergoing renovations.  At the Spring Assembly a motion 
was made to hold our assembly on one of three possible weekends in October to give us the flexibility 

Year Date Status Type of Meeting Where 

2022 September 10 Confirmed1 Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 

2022 October 28-30 Confirmed Area Assembly Virtual  

2022 December 3 Tentative Area Committee Meeting Westminster United Church 

https://area83aa.org/docs/chairperson/2021/Alternate%20Webmaster%202021%20Call%20for%20Resumes%2020210909.pdf
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to find a venue that could accommodate our meeting in-person.  My decision is one based on Space, 
Safety, and Accessibility. 
In the 3 years prior to Covid, our Assemblies averaged about 420 in attendance.  There is no venue at 
this time in Kingston that could handle these numbers for an in-person Assembly.  The Fall Assembly 
this year will be held on Zoom on October 28, 29 and 30th.  The Business meeting and Elections for Area 
83 will be on Sunday, October 30th.   

 

Food: 
Lunch has been arranged by our District 30 DCM Maria and a longtime friend and trusted servant of Area 83, 
Les M.  The cost is $10.00 per serving.  Tickets will be sold at the break prior to lunch.  You must have a ticket to 
be served.  
Thank-you Maria and Les for organizing the lunch, refreshments, and snacks. 
Seating: 
For safety reasons, we have changed the seating arrangement a little to accommodate everyone.  Please have 
only 2 people per table.  If DCMs would sit with your Alternates, that would be great.  Those with voting 
privileges at the meeting, please place your name card in front of you. 

Who votes? 

All Area Officers, including the immediate past Delegate, but not the Area Chair.  All Area subcommittee chairs 
and the Area Webmaster. All District Committee Members of Districts in Area 83; in their absence, the Alternate 
District Committee Member may vote on behalf of their District.  There is one vote per person. 

How do we vote? 
Procedure: 
Alcoholics Anonymous has traditionally made decisions by ‘substantial unanimity’. In practice, this has translated 
to 2/3 majority.  I believe that the first part of the agenda today can be handled under simple majority. The items 
under old and new business are of such a nature to be under 2/3 majority and I will ask for a motion when we 
get to that point in the agenda. If, at any time, you think that we should move to a 2/3 majority, please make 
the motion. 

At times, I may ask for a show of hands to get a ‘sense of the meeting’.  This is NOT a VOTE, and those with a 
vote may indicate they are in favour or against by either raising their hand in-person or online.     

DISCUSSION/RAISING HAND: 

If you would like to address the committee (as though you were approaching the mic) to make a motion, second 
a motion, those in person, please approach the phone on the floor and wait until you have been recognized.   

For those of you online, please raise your hand and wait until I have recognized you before unmuting.   

When you have been recognized by the chair, please identify yourself by Name, Service Position and District.   

Minority Opinion: 

A.A. has always protected the voice and opinion of the minority. When we have a vote, unless the voting is 
unanimous, or if the vote was to cover items such as acceptance of minutes, I will ask if anyone wishes to speak 
to the minority. To be able to do this, you must have voted with the minority on the motion. If, after the minority 
has spoken, someone from the majority side of the vote wishes to change their vote, that person may make 
a motion to reconsider. If this is seconded and passes by a simple majority, we start discussion again on the 
original motion. 

Calling the Question: 

During the discussion on a motion, a member, once recognized by the Chair, may move to “call the question”. 
This is a motion to end discussion and move to the vote. This motion needs to be seconded, is not debatable, 
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and requires a 2/3 majority to pass. If it passes, we go directly to the vote of the motion or amendment we were 
discussing. I would caution you not to use this privilege too often or too early – many goods points and opinions 
will come out in discussions, and if discussion is prematurely cut off, we will not get to hear them. 

Who may address the committee meeting? 

It has been the practice at the Area committee to use the same principle as we do at the Assemblies: only voting 
members of the Committee have a voice. This is important for two reasons:  

• It keeps the focus on the fact that this Committee is in effect the steering committee of the Assembly – 
members are representing their District’s positions or the Area’s in the case of our Officers, rather than 
their own.  

• It also maximizes the time available for members to voice the opinions and needs of their District. All 
who are attending may say their piece during sharing time. 

I respectfully ask for your cooperation with this. If you do not have a vote, as I mentioned, please keep your 
input for sharing time which will take place under Agenda Item 14. At that time, all in attendance are welcome 
to participate and their opinions will be heard.  

Floor Motions 

If you are making a floor motion for the Area Committee to consider today, it would be much appreciated if you 
would write your motion out and give it to our Secretary JoAnn. 

The agenda for this Area Committee Meeting was sent out originally on April 28th to DCMs and their alternates.  
It is sent 6 weeks in advance so that you can consider as your district’s representative items that may require a 
vote.   

I would entertain a motion now to carry out the first part of today’s meeting by simple majority: 

 

• Motion for simple majority 

Moved:         Ann J. DCM D10  

Seconded:           Bert J., Alt DCM D22      

Discussion none 

All those in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Motion: Carried 

2. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  

Are there any other items that should be added to today’s agenda? 

OLD BUSINESS TO BE ADDED 

none 

NEW BUSINESS TO BE ADDED 

13c)  Support the Alternate Delegate to attend one of the two                                 

Intergroup/Central Office/AAWS/AAGV (ICOAA) annual conferences                                   

in the panel term. ........................................................... James O’D. Alternate Delegate 

• May I have a motion to accept the agenda as amended?  
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Moved:      Trevor F., DCM D62 

Seconded:       Christine F., DCM D18 

Discussion none 

All those in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Motion: Carried 

3. ROLL CALL 
Our Area Registrar Bill is taking the roll call today and will be sharing the results later during the Registrar’s 
report.  

 

4. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF January 8, 2022 ACM 

Minutes of the January 8, 2022 ACM were distributed by email on January 30th to the Area Committee.  I 
believe we have had enough time to review the minutes in advance of this meeting.  Therefore, I would like 
to ask:  

Are there any errors or omissions in the minutes? 

Page 41 – correct two places where George W’s district number was listed incorrectly. 

• May I have a motion to accept the January 8, 2022 ACM minutes as amended? 

Moved:      Jill B., DCM D06 

Seconded:       Jack R., Area PI Chair 

Discussion none 

All those in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Motion: Carried 

 

5. DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

We have requested written reports from all Committee members, including District Committee Members. 
Members are asked to keep in mind the 2-minute time limit for verbal reports. Written reports may be as 
long as you like and will be included in the minutes in their entirety, if given to JoAnn, our Secretary. 

I would ask that members come up to the mic to give their reports.  If a report is going to be given from a 
member attending virtually, please remain muted until it is time to give your report.  Order is determined 
by drawing District numbers from the bag.   I will announce who is up and who is on deck. If you are “on 
deck”, please come up to the front and be ready to give your report when the DCM before you has finished. 
Please clearly state your name, your position and your District when you are addressing the committee, 
thank you. 

Let’s get started 

District 02 Malton 
Good morning my name is Patrick B. and I’m an alcoholic. It is my honour and privilege to serve as DCM for 

District 2 Malton. District 2 is doing well financially. We continue to meet on Zoom on the second Sunday of 

every month for our business meeting.  
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We have struggled for attendance in the recent past. However, things are starting to look up. Candis W. from 

the Freedom Group has stepped to be the new Treatment Chair as that position was vacated. Bill S. from the 

Freedom Group has also stepped up to fill the role of Alternate Treatment Chair. Candis has started a meeting 

in Addiction Rehab Toronto on the fourth Wednesday of every month. She has also contacted McLaughlin Detox 

to resume AA meetings there.  Randy C. of the Freedom Group has stepped in to fill the role of Intergroup 

Liaison. Thanks so much to members of the Freedom Group for stepping up to fill these roles.  

Most groups in the District are still meeting on Zoom but a few including my home group Rexdale United are 

meeting in person now. Masks are optional. All other restrictions have been lifted for this meeting.   

Vince R. of the Sunday Serenity group has filled the role of Alternate DCM. Thank you Vince! This has been a 

long difficult Covid road and things looked very bleak for some time for District 2. I am so excited for this new 

energy and presence we have recently been blessed with. District 2 is alive again! I l look forward to a productive 

2022! That is all for District 2 for now. I wish you all another 24.  

Yours in Gratitude and Service, Patrick B. 

District 06 Mississauga  
Good morning, my name is Jill, alcoholic and a member of the Erin Mills Group and currently have the privilege 

to be servicing as the District Committee Member for District 6.  It feels great to back live and meet in person all 

those that I’ve gotten to know so well virtually.  

District attendance has been less than 50% of late.  We’ve been able to make quorum each month and business 

was conducted. Of the 37 groups, 36 are “regular” groups and 1 virtual group.   

Our sub-committee chairs continue to update the District monthly on their activities.  Currently we have a 

vacancy in Accessibilities.  Perhaps it’s time to invite Jenny B, Area 83 Accessibilities Chair to our meeting. 

Just a summary of some of the Sub-Committee highlights these past months. 

• Our Public Information Chair, Dorothy A had an AA flyer published in the spring CARP e-newsletter.  

Great work Dorothy! 

• I know our Corrections Chair Robbie V is chomping at the bit to get going again at the Toronto West 

Detention Centre once we get the OK to mobilize.  

The District approved to financially support sending our incoming District Committee Member to the Regional 

Forum.  An election was held in April and I’m pleased to announce that Marrey P, our current Alternate DCM 

was unanimously elected.  Marrey has been very active in her role this term, joining me on many occasions.  I 

am confident that the District is very good hands with Marrey.   

We’d also like to set some time aside this month for Marrey to share on her journey to the Regional Forum and 

how that experience will benefit the District. 

Last month, James O’D Area 83 Alternate Delegate facilitated the District’s inventory.  A wholesome discussion 

took place, with a couple items that stood out for me; 

1. How effective are we in communicating with all our groups?  Most GSR’s that responded noted they 

still struggle knowing what’s important to members of their home groups and what’s not. 

2. Do all AA’s know about district meetings and have the opportunity to attend?  Most GSR’s noted that 

they didn’t encourage members to attend and will make a point to let this be known.  It’s a great way 

for members to see what’s going and engage them. 

On May 28th, Info AA Day was held.  It was great to hear Kimberley’s report on the Conference and share with 

us her memories of her week in New York.   
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In closing, District 6 remains a vibrant and financially stable District. I’m blessed to be a part of it. 

Yours in love & service, Jill B. 

District 10 Toronto South Central 
Hi everyone. My name is Ann J. and I’m an Alcoholic. I am honored to currently be serving as your DCM for 
District 10, Toronto South Central.  

Overview of Groups and Participation:  

District 10 currently has 23 active groups.  Re meetings: Over the last few months most of our groups have 
been transitioning back to in-person meetings.  Some continue to offer hybrid or online meetings as well. A 
couple of venues have still not opened which impacts a handful of groups but a significant number of 
meetings.  Notable is Morning Discussion with 10 meetings a week, still has not gotten back into the UofT OISE 
site. 

Overall, our groups are healthy both as groups and also financially. A couple are trying to rebuild their pre-

2020 membership numbers and enthusiasm. As mentioned in March some are now geographically diverse, 

with online presence and membership beyond our Canadian borders.  

District Finances & District Activities/Status:    

District 10 is in good financial shape.  Our prudent reserve, which includes our ADCM’s trips to PEI and this trip 

to the ACM, is still intact with some buffer available.   

From a district committee perspective, treatment service commitments are beginning to grow, still on zoom, 
with some exciting new opportunities presenting themselves.  We’re currently hosting about 14 service 
meetings a month over three centers.  Our treatment chair and our groups are stepping up to meet all the 
commitments with initiative and enthusiasm. 

Accessibilities, Archives, CPC and PI initiatives are all picking up in their activity and  our Self-Support Chair, is 

eager to visit groups.  Although we have had interest, three positions remain open, Corrections, Accessibilities 

and Grapevine. Our GSR’s continue to advertise these positions with their groups. 

Attendance at District meetings has dropped in 2022 to about 18 attendees, from 24.  This is mostly due to a 

turnover of GSR’s,  including two groups that haven’t replaced their GSR.  Also, we have fewer Alt GSR’s 

registered.    

Anecdotally I am hearing more and more often that, in general, people are much busier and sometimes 

overwhelmed with the combination of their work/life commitments and are not coming forward to volunteer 

for service.  Even outside AA I have friends doing service in their communities and volunteer pools are drying 

up.   There seems to be a shortage of volunteers everywhere these days and we can hope it’s only temporary. 

With that in mind, I am especially grateful for the enthusiastic and committed team in District 10, who work 

hard serving their groups, committees, and District.  Their service is invaluable and so appreciated.   Thank you 

all for your time this morning and for allowing me to be of service. 

Yours in Love and Service, Ann J. 

District 12 Toronto South West 
Good morning everyone, I’m an alcoholic, member of the Hill Group in Toronto and currently have the privilege 

of serving District 12 Toronto Southwest as District Committee Member.  My name is Norm. 
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District 12 currently has 21 active groups across Toronto Southwest, and we are seeing approximately 50% 

attendance by GSRs at our district meetings. Our district meetings are still virtual. We hope to return to in person 

soon and are in discussions with our past venue to see when we can return.   

We are very pleased to welcome a new group to District 12, the Big Chunks of Truth group meeting on Tuesday 

nights at 6:00 Tuesday Night at 6:00 at the Humbercrest United Church in Toronto.   As our groups return to in 

person, we are seeing several groups going hybrid. 

All our table positions are filled, except for alternate DCM. We are hopeful someone will step up soon.  District 

12 is doing well and remains active and financially healthy. Over the last 6 months we have been able to make 

contributions to Area and GSO.   We are planning a district inventory for June and are in the process of confirming 

a facilitator.  

Currently we have two service commitments, both online, and we look forward to getting back to our regular 

schedule of in-person service commitments as treatment and correctional facilities allow our groups back in.  

Grateful to have the opportunity to serve, Norm B. 

District 14 Toronto North Central – no report 
 

District 16 Distrito Hispano De Toronto – no report  
 

District 18 Toronto City East 
Good morning, I am an alcoholic, a member of Steps to Serenity group in Toronto, have the honour of serving 
the members of District 18: Toronto City East as it’s District Committee Member, and my name is Christine F. I 
am joined today by Greg R. our Alternate District Committee Member. 

On Sunday, the first of May, we held our 17th annual East Toronto Archives Breakfast. This is an event we share 
yearly with our sister District, D22. This year’s event showcased a virtual tour of Bill W. ‘s childhood home, aptly 
named Wilson House, and Ruth P share with us stories from her 48 years of sobriety.  

On May 28 we held our annual Information AA Day, an event we share with the GTA Intergroup and the 8 
Districts that make up the Greater Toronto Area. It is at this yearly event we hear the Delegate’ General Service 
Conference Report.  

Upcoming in June is the Fellowship of the Spirit conference June 17 and 18. Information can be had by going to 
www.FOTS.to.  

In June’s business meeting we vote whether we take July and August off. And we vote on when to return to in-
person business meetings, and we vote on setting the date for our Officer Elections, usually in the Fall of the last 
year of a term. 

Our table did have questions about an item on the GSC agenda, which was presented to us as Literature, Part 1, 
item K. I asked our Delegate for the backgrounder, the actions at the GSC, and to express their concerns. She 
gave me ample information to share with the table as well as the support documents they requested. I feel the 
members are getting a considered and transparent response, as they ought to.  

Our Self-Support sub-Committee Chair and our Webmaster positions remain vacant since the start of the term. 
Visit our website at www.district18.org. Our homegroups are reminded to do an accessibilities checklist as they 
return to in-person meetings as requested by our Accessibilities chair. We are financially fit, with our excess 
above prudent reserve being split equally between the General Service Office and Area 83 of $1000 each.  

http://www.fots.to/
http://www.district18.org/
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As the rooms of AA open up our opportunities to return to Service Work begins. We were asked back to one of 
the Withdrawal Management Centers for June and we have a new Service Meeting, at one of the Fred Victor 
Mission homes for an Open Meeting once per week with additional nights being discussed. This new relationship 
might extend the hand to include other Districts since Fred Victor serves a huge part of the GTA.   

Our business meetings, once begun in-person, will be hybrid with the table voting to allow contributions of 
technology from members only and a $100 budget for incidentals. Our location has free wi-fi which resolves one 
expense. 

We have a core of 10-12 steadfast members attending the table. We met our quorum each month. Our Registrar 
and our Area Registrar cleaned up as best they could some home group data; we are hesitant to list a meeting 
as inactive until more time passes. Our currently active groups offer an AA meeting each night of the week, 
Saturday mornings, and in combinations of hybrid, parallel, virtual only and in-person only. It is an honour 
serving the members of District 18: Toronto City East. 

Thank you for allowing me to be of service, 

Yours, Christine F. 

District 22 Scarborough 
I am an alcoholic, member of the Silverbirch group and my name is Bert J., acting as District 22 Committee 
Member. 

At District 22 we have 22 groups including 1 online and 21 in person meetings. Many are currently re-opening 
(hybrid and online only).  Our District meeting is held the second Sunday of the month except in May and 
October.  We are looking for a venue for our district meeting and we might have to move it from the actual 
venue.  

Our annual service day is set to happen on September 24th hopefully in person the venue to be announced.  The 
theme is Service the heart of AA. We have an Accessibilities Chair, Treatment Chair, and a Secretary. We still 
lack a Self-Support Chair and Grapevine. 

Our CPC committee is organizing a “Bring a Professional” on June 14th from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm and June 16th 
“Lunch and Learn” from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. Meeting ID: 853 9263 4979 passcode 808085.   

We also have a group “Studying the literature” (not official) on Saturday’s at 5pm meeting ID:858 2223 7011 
passcode 562791.  On Wednesday, a Traditions and Concepts meeting at 6 pm Meeting ID: 895 1713 3702 
passcode 831305. 

Yours in Love and service, Bert J.  

District 26 Lakeshore West 
I’m an Alcoholic. I’m a member of the Ajax Friday Night Group and am honored to be serving as DCM for District 

26, Lakeshore West and my name is Rob. 

We have 24 groups in our District. We are averaging 79% attendance for our District Officers, 31% for our Sub-

committee Chairs and 45% of our GSR’s.  We have some open positions in our District and also some positions 

with some sub-committee chairs that are not attending. We will be reaching out to them to make sure that all 

is well. Our finances are solid with the balance growing each month. As of the May 15th, we had around $1,935 

in the bank. 

Our District partners with the neighbouring District 28 in an “Interchange” program where participating groups 

from each district visit other.  It is anticipated that the initiative will restart in September. 
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Our Zone 2 will be hosting the Service Information Day on June 18th starting at 10:00am. Our Delegate will be 

presenting her report on the GSC and Jan L, our past Trustee will be sharing her experience, strength, and hope.  

There will be a BBQ so the theme is “HOT DOG!!! It’s a Service Day”.  Location is at Intergroup in Peterborough 

and online. 

I had an opportunity to go to the General Service Conference as the unofficial “First Gentleman” of Area 83.  I 

met Delegates from all over North America, Class A and Class B Trustees and various staff of the General Service 

Office.  We went to the General Service Office, I went to Stepping Stones and saw the first Big Book off the 

printing press, Bill Wilson’s Desk and the kitchen table where Ebby 12 Stepped Bill. It was an experience that I 

will never forget.  

We will be hosting the Summer 2022 Lakeshore District Conference from Friday August 12 to 14th.  Terry N, our 

previous Secretary has volunteered to be the Conference Chair and Tom C. has found some wonderful speakers 

for the conference from Canada and the United States. The plan is to hold it in person. All are welcome.  Thank 

you for allowing me this opportunity to serve. 

Yours in love and service, Rob F. 

District 28 Lakeshore East 
Good morning, everyone.  I’m an alcoholic, member of the Motor City Group, and my name is Kathie.  I’m 
currently serving as District Committee Member for District 28 Lakeshore East, and it’s great to be here! Our 
Alternate DCM, James S., is also here.  He’s kept our District informed as Interim CPC Chair and Interim 
Treatment Chair and has done a wonderful job.   

We maintain our status quo of 20 registered groups – twelve groups have in-person/hybrid meetings, four 
groups meet online, and four groups have not met at all during Covid.   For meeting information, please visit 
Lakeshore Intergroup at www.aadurham.org.  Our Intergroup office is open on Thursdays only for pre-arranged 
pick-up of literature, pins, and medallions.    

Our District is in good shape financially and we continue to meet our commitments. Our district meetings will 
go hybrid in September, following our summer break.    Interchange will also resume in September.  

I attended our Regional Forum in Charlottetown in May.  It was an incredible weekend, ending with an AA 
discussion meeting on a lobster boat in the ocean…what a blast!        

Zone 2 Service Day is Sat June 18 at Peterborough Intergroup office - a Bar-B-Que/Service Day to hear our 
Delegate’s report, a few service presentations, and some great speakers.  It’ll be an informative, delicious day!  

The Lakeshore Districts Conference is August 12, 13, 14, in person, at LVIV Hall, Oshawa.  It will be a great day 
of fun and fellowship - please save the date and join us.     

Our CPC-PI Committee is hosting a “Bring a Friend” event on Wed November 16, venue details to follow.    

Thank you for my sobriety. 

Yours in Love and Service, Kathie T. 

District 30 Quinte West 
Good morning, I am an alcoholic a member of the Hope Group my name is Maria,  it is an honour and a privilege 
to be serving as District Committee Member for District 30 Quinte West.   

Currently there are 12 active groups in the District with a few offering more than one meeting a week.  
Unfortunately, restrictions have not been lifted at Warkworth Penitentiary or the two Hospitals.  The last two 
District meetings have been hybrid and this month’s will be in person only.  Finances are stable, the District has 
acquired a $1500.00 CAD secured fund for a VISA card, this card will be used to purchase literature as mailing 

http://www.aadurham.org/
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cheques to the USA is no longer reliable due to time lags.  It will also be used to pay for the monthly phone 
service and website expenses as almost all online transactions require a credit card, this will be more efficient 
for the District. 

At the April District meeting an election was held for the incoming District Committee Member and the Alternate 
District Committee Member, congratulations to Mike H. presently serving as the Alternate District Committee 
Member and Irene D. presently serving as the Treasurer, the District will be well cared for with them at the helm.  
Mike H. attended the Eastern Canada Regional Forum in May and was astonished with the experience, it was an 
opportunity from which he will benefit. 

I am looking forward to the Zone 2 (D26,D28,D30,D82 & D86) Service Information Day June 18th at Peterborough 
Intergroup.     

Thank you to the members of District 30 for their continued dedication in carrying the message to the still 
suffering Alcoholic.  It is heart-warming to witness members helping newcomers and each other, our primary 
purpose in action. 

Yours in Gratitude and Service, Maria M.      

District 34 Quinte East  
I am an alcoholic, member of the Triangle Unity Group and my name is Inge D.  I am honored to serve as your 

District 34 Committee Member. 

Meetings in District 34 have resumed as in person for all but 5 groups with one group closing its doors.  Only 

one group is still doing hybrid meetings but are having very low zoom attendance.   

Our district meetings are still held on zoom with a steady attendance of our committee chairs and executive but 

very poor attendance from the GSRs.  We have had some discussion on returning to in person district meetings. 

District 34 is in sound financial condition and are able to meet all our obligations. 

Yours in love and service, Inge D. 

District 36 Kingston & the Islands 
Good morning friends, I am an alcoholic and a member of Journey Through Recovery Group in Kingston and I 
am honoured and privileged to be serving as the DCM for District 36 Kingston and the Islands. My name is 
Jonathan CJ.  
 
The District is financially stable with groups continuing to contribute both to District and higher levels.  Most 
subcommittee positions are filled and we have added the new Accessibilities chair position to our Operating 
Procedures. Attendance of GSRs is averaging 55% so far this year of 27 groups, but we generally make quorum. 
 
The District website is being redeveloped to be compatible with the Meeting Guide app. At the request of some 
of the treatment centres in the District, we have provided simplified lists of both in-person and online meetings 
that can be printed on a single sheet of paper as needed. This is helpful to clients who may not have reliable 
access to phones or Internet once they leave the centre. The lists are updated weekly as things change. 
 
About two-thirds of our groups are now meeting in-person, while the rest use either Zoom only or else two 
'parallel' meetings (one on Zoom and one in-person) or a single hybrid meeting. Some groups returning to in-
person meetings have had difficulty obtaining insurance policies as required by their venues due to high cost, 
and we have shared around information on the best options. 
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Our Treatment subcommittee is continuing to support meetings in treatment centres. Groups and individuals 
can sign up to chair or speak at a meeting remotely. This has worked well during the pandemic and will be phased 
out as the centres reopen fully. Correction institutions in the District have been closed to meetings for the past 
two months, but Collins Bay has just reopened this past week. 
 
The District has been using a hybrid format for business meetings since April and while there have been some 
technical problems, it generally works well. 
 
Yours in Gratitude and Service, Jonathan CJ. 

District 42 St. Lawrence International 
My name is Milner G. and I am a grateful alcoholic.  My home group is the Fall Island Big Book Study Group in 
Potsdam, New York.  I am privileged to serve as District Committee Member for District 42 St. Lawrence 
International. 

District Positions 
Most of our positions are currently filled.  Current open positions are:  Public Information Chair;  
Literature/Grapevine Chair; and Cooperation with the Professional Community Chair. 
 
District Status  
We are continuing to meet via Zoom on the 4th Wednesday, with 6-10 in attendance.  Here are recent highlights: 

• Finances:  Our District Treasurer, David L., has completed setting up a method for receiving electronic 
contributions via Venmo.  He notes that we are currently solvent and meeting expenses. 

• Corrections: Ted R. reports that meetings are now being permitted at the two New York State prisons 
in the district.  Riverview Correctional Facility (Ogdensburg) is now permitting in-person meetings, with 
masking required for all attendees.  There are currently two meetings per week.  Gouverneur 
Correctional Facility has no meetings that we know of.  St. Lawrence County Correctional Facility has 
one meeting a week for men (in person one week and via Zoom the next week.  

• Website:  Webmaster David L. had enabled a function to extract a “minimally formatted” District 
meeting list from the website’s database.  This list would include ONLY in person meetings;  anyone 
using a computer to access this function would already be able to see all on-line meetings. (We quit 
publishing a paper list 3-4 years ago as we became more reliant on the website, which could be updated 
instantly for changes. The paper meeting lists were increasingly out of date between version updates, 
and most were no longer used.) 

• Covid Status:  Most groups are still meeting in person;  a few are remaining virtual at this time. One 
group, my home group, is “went hybrid” on April 3.  For the next eight weeks I provided the “on-site” 
equipment.  Since hardly anyone (besides me) attended at the church, we went back to “Zoom only” 
last Sunday. 
 
I am grateful for the chance to serve A.A., both District 42 and in Area 83, and to help carry the message 
to the still suffering alcoholic. 
 

Love in service, Milner G. 

District 48 – Seaway Valley North 
My name is Sharon C and I am grateful to be alcoholic. I am a member of Kemptville Monday/Friday and Alt 

DCM for District 48. District 48 extends from just south of Ottawa, encompassing Russel and Greely, North 

Gower, Winchester, Kemptville and down to the St. Lawrence with Prescott and Morrisburg. 

Most groups have reopened, 20 in total and we still have 6 zoom meetings operating in the area.  Some meetings 

have closed for good, and some new ones have sprung up.  Kemptville Sunday morning at the salvation army at 
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10am, is experiencing a good turn out!  We have two hospital meetings, these have yet to open.  North Gower 

at Saturday evening at 7pm is bimodal.  And Morrisburg which hardly shut down at all. 

Each group continues setting its own covid rules in conjunction with the church or place where they meet and 

government rules, as they emerge.  People seem to be returning slowly, unlike the newcomers who we are 

seeing maybe one a week. Bewildered by what happened to their drinking during COVID isolations.   Many of 

these are young people less than 30 years seeking help from their uncontrollable alcohol addiction. Their demise 

seems to have been hard and fast. 

Financially District 48 is in a good condition.  We had our first in person District meeting now that the weather 

is better, and the evenings are lighter, we offered it bimodal and had a few difficulties with the set up.  We still 

have many vacant positions at the table including the DCM, literature rep, and treatment centres and correction 

facilities chair.  We still have not been able to get into the treatment centres and correction facilities in our area 

but hoping that too will open soon.  We are very pleased to welcome Dominque as our Grapevine rep. 

Excited to see all the newcomers, we are ready with books and chips, and looking forward to navigating these 

new days.  Glad to be here today to hear what’s going on in the rest of the area and beyond. 

Love in service Sharon C. 

District 50 Cornwall – no report 

District 54 Ottawa Rideau 
Good morning everyone, I am an alcoholic and I am a member of the Search for Serenity Group in Orleans.  I am 
privileged to serve as District Committee Member for District 54 Ottawa Rideau.  My name is Kevin O. 

District 54 continues to meet regularly with good attendance, full agenda and excellent service committee 
reports.  We presently have a few open positions at the table, Archives, Self Support, Intergroup liaison, and 
Registrar.  I have assumed registrar responsibilities for now.  May have to go on the road to recruit some folks 
for service! Lol. 

Over the last couple of months, we have welcomed two brand new in person groups and one on-line only group.  
Where It All Begins, 8:00 pm, Monday evenings, Redeemer Alliance Church, speaker + participation; Danny M., 
GSR.  And the Wakefield Awakenings Group just this past week; Jeff F., GSR. 

We are seeing many more meetings going back to in person.  And there are still plenty of Zoom meetings to 
attend as well.  District 54 is in good financial standing.  We have a slow increase of contributions making there 
way in, but it is on the rise.  And we can support our local committees needs as their committees become more 
active with local services slowly make there way back to somewhat normal operations. 

In coordination with District 62, the Ottawa Service Day has come together for June 11th, 2022.  We are looking 
forward to hearing Kimberley M give a post General Service Conference report and from various committees 
throughout the day.  Will be a great day! 

District 54 continues to meet virtually for our monthly District meetings and will be for the foreseeable future. I 
am grateful and honoured to be serving as the DCM for District 54.  Thank you!!  Be safe and stay healthy.   

Yours in Gratitude and Service, Kevin O. 

District 62 Ottawa West 
I am an alcoholic, a member of the Stittsville Second Chance Group and have the honour and privilege of serving 
as the District Committee Member (DCM) for District 62 Ottawa West. My name is Trevor F. 

District 62 currently has two vacancies at our District table - our Intergroup Liaison and Grapevine 
Representative positions. At our April District Meeting, we held an election for the DCM for the 2023-2024 term, 
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so that we could send the incoming DCM to the Eastern Canada Regional Forum, and our current Treasurer, 
Jamie B, who is here today, was elected on the second ballot. 

At our May District meeting, it was decided that we would continue to meet on Zoom indefinitely. Many of the 
groups in District 62 have chosen to return to in person meetings, while some remain on zoom for the time 
being. The Parkwood Hills group has decided to remain as a virtual meeting permanently, and the Ottawa South 
group has moved over from District 58, bringing the number of active groups in the District to 51.  

Service meetings at the Ottawa Withdrawal Management Centre, our local Corrections facilities and Pre-
Treatment Centres will be starting back up shortly. Along with District 54, we are looking forward to having the 
Ottawa Service Day virtually on June 11th, all are welcome.  

Financially, District 62 is stable - contributions are rising with more groups meeting in person, and expenses have 
returned but are still minimal. It’s great to see everyone in person today, and I hope you all have a great summer. 

Yours in Love & Service, Trevor F. 

District 66 Golden Triangle 
Good morning everyone, my name is Theresa, grateful member of the Mississippi Group in Carleton Place. I am 
honored to currently serve as DCM of District 66 Golden Triangle. I am accompanied here today by D66 ADCM 
Taylor J. 

The total number of meetings within the District is 46. As of April 27, there are 28 in-person, 10 on-line, 5 hybrid 
and 3 are inactive.  

District 66 continues to conduct its monthly meetings in a virtual format. Neil P., our D66 treasurer will be 
contacting the Trinity United church to inquire about insurance requirements and meeting space in an effort to 
move towards in-person or hybrid meetings. 

Due to a widespread power outage, we were unable to hold our May meeting. Our planned “Bring a Groupie to 
District” event has been rescheduled to the June meeting. We hope to inspire interest in service beyond the 
home group with invitations to members who have never attended a District meeting. 

The District remains in good financial status and has forwarded contributions to the GSO and Area 83.  GSR 
attendance at District Meetings continues to hover at around 30-35 % of a total of 28 groups.  

The D66 Roundup committee put together a great Spring Roundup April 9; the chosen theme was “Together We 
Can” and they showed us how with a full day of sharing and informative presentations. 

D66 was kindly invited to join D42 to hear our Delegate Kimberley’s Report Back from the GSC May 21 and what 
a report it was! Unfortunately, the approaching foul weather forced Kimberly off our screens near the end. 

Archives chair Dave N. is reaching out to inform groups about AA Archives. The family of a recently deceased 
member has offered a large collection of literature and memorabilia for the District archives. Literature chair 
Paul F reports increased sales as meetings return to in person.  Self-Support chair Colleen L. continues to host 
the monthly Traditions series and keeps the table current with reports from the Area Self Support meetings.  
Accessibility chair Carrie C. continues to share information from the Accessibility committee meeting and what’s 
upcoming on their agenda.  Webmaster Debbie S. diligently keeps our website current and informative. 

District 66 continue to carry the message of hope and recovery and I am honored to be able to serve as DCM. 

Yours in gratitude, love and service, Theresa L.  

District 70 Renfrew Pontiac 
Good Afternoon,  I have the privilege of being DCM of District 70, my home group is the Douglas Group.  My 

name is Lisa R.   
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Of the 17 groups in our district about 6 or 7 usually attend the district meetings.  We have tried to move the 

meeting to the second Thursday nights at 7 to attract more members, but it has had little affect.  All our meetings 

are in person with the exception of the district meeting which is still held via zoom. 

The District is doing well financially and recently sent some money to GSO.  We have voted to discontinue the 

reading of the Concepts at our District meetings and just read the Tradition of the month.  A member has agreed 

to step into our vacant position of secretary for the remainder of the term which helps the DCM greatly as I have 

been doing the duties of both positions for several months now.  

Along with Pembroke and Madawaska districts, we are hosting a tri district service day on Sunday June 12 in 

Cobden.   

Yours in Service, Lisa R. 

District 74 Pembroke 
Hello everyone, I’m an alcoholic from the River Group in Deep River, and glad to serve as DCM for District 74, 
Pembroke and Area.  My name is Julie. 
 
District 74 held a successful Spring Conference on May 28.  This was our first in-person District event after the 
long pandemic break.  It felt surreal to see known faces attached to unknown bodies.  Our Events Committee 
put together a splendid agenda featuring guest speakers and activities such as a live interview with an old-timer 
50 years sober being audio-recorded for the Archives.  We were impressed by several young members, some of 
them very new to sobriety, who participated in fun skits as actors and stagehands.  We are deeply grateful to 
everyone from Area 83 who travelled to Pembroke to support our event.  Attendance exceeded our expectations 
and filled the hall. 
 
Next on the horizon is another Spring tradition, the tri-district Service Information Day organized jointly by 
Districts 70, 74 and 78.  It will take place on June 12 in Cobden.  Servants from Area 83 have kindly accepted to 
visit us and share their service experience, including Kim who will present her report.  We have been touched 
by the generosity and loving fellowship with which you responded to our requests.  Your presence makes a 
difference.  
 
Yours in Love and Service, Julie F. 

District 78 Madawaska Valley 
Good morning, It is a privilege to be serving as DCM for District 78 Madawaska Valley and my name is Barbara.   

Along with Pembroke and Renfrew we are hosting the Tri District Service Day Sunday June 12th in Cobden.  Its 
going to be a great time.  District 78 will be hosting our annual one day roundup, Festival of Colours, on October 
1st in Maynooth.  Registration is at noon.  Flyers are in the folders and a few copies are available.   

All our meetings in District 78 are open and in person.  We don’t have any hybrid meetings.  Out District is doing 
well and most groups attend the District meeting.  We are doing OK financially especially now that we don’t 
have to travel to Kingston in the fall for the Assembly.     

Yours in Love and Service, Barbara C. 

District 82 Victoria Haliburton 
Good morning, everyone. I'm an alcoholic, and a member of The High Noon group in Lindsay, and humbled to 

be the District Committee member for District 82 Victoria/Haliburton and my name is Joe. 

I hope everyone is enjoying this wonderful weather, it’s great that things have finally started to get back to some 

type of normalcy. I’m happy to say that after 26 months, my home group has finally been allowed back to our 
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same location, thankfully, there were many other meetings open for our group members to attend, including 

online... but like Dorothy said, “There’s no place like Home!” 

I’m happy to say that only 2 of our 24 Meetings in Victoria/Haliburton still remain inactive since the start of the 

pandemic. I’m not sure if they are going to reopen or not, so for the time being they will remain, inactive. 

We still have not had any meetings in the Central East Corrections Center since the pandemic, and I don’t see 

any coming soon, but I do remain hopeful for the future. As always, we continue to supply them with literature 

and Grapevines when they do request them. 

We also are happy to report, that our Annual Victoria/Haliburton Conference, will once again be held at the 

Victoria/Park Armories in Lindsay, but because of Covid restrictions, instead of a Spring Conference, this one will 

be held on September 10, 2022. It should be another great day of Speakers and Fellowship, and lots of good 

food, hope to see you there. 

We are still looking to fill a few positions at the district table, but I’m glad to announce that Richard C. of The 

Minden Group has been voted in as our new Alternate DCM for District 82 Victoria/Haliburton. Thank you for 

your service, Richard. 

We are financially stable and will meet all financial responsibilities.  

Yours in love and service, Joe C. 

District 86 Kawartha 
I am an alcoholic; a grateful member of the Coffee Club Group and my name is Jeffary.  

I have to report sadly that we have lost our DCM Bruce B to cancer on May 22, 2022. Thus, this will explain my 

absence from the Area table today as it is Bruce’s memorial service in Peterborough. Please remember the 

beautiful spirit of Bruce in your prayers today.  

Our District Conference was held on May 28, 2022 after its absence for a two year hiatus. There was almost 200 

people in attendance with fantastic panels and speakers delivering a strong AA message. District 86 will be 

hosting the Zone 2 Service Information Day on June 18, 2022. Hopefully the day will be a great success of carrying 

a message of service to all in the area. 

With gratitude, Jeffary F. 

Thank you to all those who gave reports.  

6. COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
We now come to our Area subcommittee chair reports. We rely on your humility and compassion to keep your 
reports brief. As with the Districts, written reports may be as long as you like and will be included in the minutes 
in their entirety, if given to JoAnn, our secretary. I would ask the committee members to stay unmuted after 
their reports to answer any questions, if any.   

A. Public Information ........................................ Jack R. 
Good morning, friends.  I am an alcoholic and a member of the Step Stop Group from District 36 in Kingston.  I 

have the honour and privilege of serving as your Panel 71 Public Information Committee chair for Area 83.  My 

name is Jack R. 

We had a small but enthusiastic participation in our Public Information Pre-Conference Agenda sharing session 

on April 10 with a lot of interesting discussion about some of the new projects that are underway at GSO 
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including revisions of several pamphlets related to Public Information, discussion about anonymity on social 

media as well as an online service material version of a new digital PI Press Media Kit to replace the ‘A.A. Fact 

File’. 

Several of the districts are looking into or in the process of revamping their websites to be compatible with 

WordPress and the Meeting Guide app.  Please reach out to me if I can be of any assistance. 

I continue to attend the meetings of the National PI and CPC working group.  Their next meeting is next Saturday 

June 11, 2022 at 9 a.m. PDT. Our next meeting of the Public Information chairs for the districts is planned for 

June 15, 2022 at 7 pm – I have sent out an invitation.  Hopefully we can touch base and see how the District PI 

chairs are doing getting the message of A.A. out during the busy summer season.  

Please keep sending me your District meeting minutes as I am always interested to see what is happening in 

your district. 

Yours in Gratitude and Service, Jack R. 

B. Cooperation with the Professional Community....... Jo D. 
My name is Jo D. I am a member of the Search for Serenity Group in District 54, Ottawa Rideau.  Eighteen months 
in and I still feel privileged to serve as the Area 83 CPC Chair.  I am an alcoholic.  

Back on April 6, I chaired the preconference agenda sharing session on Cooperation with the Professional 
Community (CPC).  

I continue to attend the CPC monthly meetings to which I am invited.  I wish that all of you could have been 
present at the GTA CPC monthly meeting in May to hear the debrief of the volunteers who staffed the GSO 
Exhibit at the Pri-Med Conference.  Kudos to Joe A., Chair of the GTA Committee.  He did the leg work involved 
in picking up the display and package of material shipped from GSO, setting it up and tearing it down and 
organizing shifts of volunteers to staff the exhibit over the three days.  Every one of the members who took a 
shift – Dorothy, Rob, Lisa, Joe, Curtis, Judy, Mike, Graham, Kyle, and others –   described their experience as 
awesome, positive, meaningful.  There were some requests for follow up with additional information, notably 
by the Registered Practical Nurses Association of Ontario.  Volunteers provided some excellent feedback as well 
on ways to improve the Exhibit offerings and ways to interact with professionals during these events, for 
example: physicians and others asked what they could give their clients.  The table had information for 
professionals themselves but nothing that professionals could hand out to their clients.  They had other 
suggestions too.  All of the feedback has been shared with GSO (as required).   

At our Quarterly meeting of CPC Chairs in May, District Chairs shared their current priorities.  A few highlights 
on what is happening in the Area include:  

The Ottawa Committee is exploring the idea of creating a District LinkedIn account.  The idea follows the 
discussions we had before, during and after the PCAS Sharing Session in April and the Spring Assembly CPC 
workshop during which A.A. World Services Inc. LinkedIn account was discussed at length.  LinkedIn is viewed 
as a sensible and expedient way of connecting electronically with local professionals.  Ottawa – Districts 54 and 
62 – are in the early stages of that exploration; but I am excited at the prospect. 

District 22 is holding two information sessions for professionals, one on June 14 and one on June 16.  Bert, 
ADCM, has secured the participation of Dr. Al Mooney, Class A Trustee of the General Service Board for the June 
16 event.  I am happily participating in their planning meetings.  Be sure to check out the flier on the Events 
Calendar on the Area 83 website for the details on these two events.  All District CPC Chairs have been sent a 
copy of the flier and have been asked to circulate the invitation to their professional contacts.   

District 28 is going to organize a similar event later in the year, in November.  And we will be happy to help with 
sending out invitations and sharing contact information for that event as well.  
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There are few Districts that are one-person operations.  I want to acknowledge Jody H from District 30.  Jody 
has been cooperating with the military’s drug and alcohol awareness initiative in Trenton by regularly going in 
to speak their meetings.  

I meet with other District chairs individually upon request.  It’s always a pleasure to talk about ways to carry the 
message to professionals.  Please call on me anytime!  

Yours in service, Jo D. 

C. Correctional Facilities ................................ Marty M. 
Hello everyone, I am a grateful alcoholic my name is Marty. I’m privileged to serve as your Area 83 Corrections 
Chair.  

This is a very exciting time. Many correctional institutions are slowly starting to open up to outside members 

coming in to put on A.A. meetings. I reached out to our District Corrections chairs for updates and here is what’s 

going on in Area 83.  

•  Toronto South Detention Centre-District 6: Tuesday day meeting has opened up with up to four   

volunteers able to go in - our Wednesday night meeting is not opened up to outside volunteers yet - the 

Tuesday meeting is a trial to see how things go. 

•  Toronto East Detention Centre-District 22: No word yet, still waiting to hear back from Chaplain. 

•  Warkworth Institution – District 30: No meetings yet 

•  Quinte Detention Centre in Napanee – District 34: Deborah (Chair) “I have been able to keep Napanee 

Detention supplied with pamphlets, Grapevines, and soft cover books.  A female volunteer and I went 

in a month ago and put on a great first meeting in more than 2 years. 

I have two new volunteers that have just acquired their CIPIC and are waiting to do their intake.  One female 

and one male.  I have one volunteer that is going in and putting on a meeting on the male side every week”. No 

meetings yet with Bath Institution or Millhaven. 

•  Collins Bay - District 36: Apparently, they were experiencing some setbacks because of Covid cases 

within the prison. However, I just heard from a member last night Yves, who went in to Collins Bay to 

put on a meeting on May 19 and again on Thursday June 2nd. No meetings at Joyceville. 

•  Ottawa Carlton Detention Centre – Districts 54 & 62: OCDC has yet to open their doors for in-person 

AA service meetings. 

•  Riverview Correctional Facility – District 42: There is currently one meeting a month. Ogdensburg 

prison has officially closed in March of this year. 

I have some great news regarding Ontario Correctional Institute. For those who don’t know, OCI is one of Area 

83’s registered inside groups. At the beginning of the pandemic, I reported that population was temporarily 

moved to the Maplehurst Corrections Complex in Milton. Then the Volunteer Coordinator Elaine subsequently 

informed me that the move would last at least two years because of much needed renovations at the Brampton 

facility.  But Elaine just contacted me a couple of weeks ago and they are now able to take part in virtual 

meetings. I brought this to the GTA Corrections meeting with an overwhelming response; yes, we will do it! I am 

now just waiting to hear back from Elaine so we can work out the details, I’m looking forward to this. 

So, I myself am anxiously waiting for the Toronto South Detention to start up the Wednesday night meetings. 

When they do resume, I asked to be put into the rotation, as I already have the criminal records check and 

orientation.  
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That’s it for me. Thank you all for the privilege to serve Area 83. I wish you all a safe trip home today, and a 
wonderful summer. 

Yours in Love and Service, Marty M. 

D. Treatment Facilities ........................................ Tim F. 
Good Morning Friends, I am an alcoholic, proud member of the Freedom Group in District 86, and my name is 

Tim F. I have the honour and privilege of serving Area 83 Eastern Ontario International as your Panel 71 

Treatment Chair.  

I had a difficult choice to make this week. The celebration of life for Bruce B is taking place today and the Area 

Committee Meeting is obviously being held today. Knowing Bruce’s passion for service I felt I could honour his 

memory and meet my service obligation by attending today. I would like to thank Bruce for his penchant for 

service and helping the sick suffering alcoholic. He was my alternate when I was DCM and we traveled many 

miles together as he didn’t drive. 

Our last Sub-Committee Meeting was held May 29th at 7PM and the next meeting will be August 28th at 7PM. 

Even though the attendance was small we shared many ideas and got updates from the Districts that were in 

attendance. There were many good questions and the other chairs shared their experience with what has 

worked for them to answer these questions. Any one is welcome to attend this meeting and I have asked George 

to put it on the Area Website. Many Districts are busy carrying the message into Detox and Treatment Centers, 

either virtually or in person.  

Bridging the Gap requests have continued to increase over the course of this term. I continue to work closely 

with Area 86 to ensure all Bridging the Gap requests are routed to the appropriate Area and District. Jenny and 

I hosted our Pre Conference Agenda Sharing session shortly after the Assembly which was a great opportunity 

for learning and growth.  

Questions that I have fielded over the term fairly consistently are about helping people get into Treatment 

Centers or Detox. The safest answer I can give is having the person who is looking for help contact Connex 

Ontario by their toll free number.  

Please keep sending me your District minutes so I can be better informed of what is going on in the Area. I am 

available whenever you need me, so feel free to invite me to any events taking place where I could be of 

assistance. Thank you for your friendship and for being an important part of my sobriety. 

Yours in Gratitude, Love and Service, Tim F. 

QUESTIONS FOLLOWING TREATMENT FACILITIES REPORT: 

Question:  Where do people need to contact for treatment / detox information? 

Answer:  We are not affiliated with any entity.  The best place to contact is connexontario.ca.  This is a government clearing  

house that works with treatment centres in Ontario.    

 

E. Grapevine ...................................................... Jane S. 
I am an alcoholic, member of the language of the heart group in District 74 and my name is Jane S. It is my 

honour to serve as the area 83 Grapevine chair for panel 71.    Before I begin, I would like to personally 

congratulate Joyce S. on her new position as Eastern Canada Regional Trustee! Thank you, Joyce for all that you 

do for AA and for me!   

A sponsor and sponsee were shipwrecked on a deserted island. They walked all day in the hot sun 

discussing survival skills when they came upon a lamp.  The sponsor picked it up, and all of a sudden, a 
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genie appeared. “What are your wishes?” the genie asked them. “One wish for each of you!” The 

sponsor wished to be home. Poof! The sponsor vanished.    

The sponsee wished for her sponsor the be here with her.   

E.S.F, Spokane, Washington. AA Grapevine October 2021.    

Some highlights from AA Grapevine this summer are:   

Carry the Message 2022 project is now halfway through the year. If you or your group or district can provide 

Grapevine subscriptions to someone in need please check out aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message Click here. 

Our magazine can be a lifeline for so many still suffering alcoholics unable to get out for various reasons.   

If you haven't listened to the AA Podcast yet, give it a try at aagrapevine.org/podcast or your favourite podcast 

platform. New episodes every Monday.  Click here to listen. 

Be a part of AA Grapevine’s Audio Project by calling 559-726-1216 to record your 7 minute story or use your 

own recording device (s) and email them to  webcoord@aagrapevine.org. Not sure what to say? You can listen 

to many others for inspiration at www.youtube.com/aagrapevine. Click Here to explore. 

The Prayer and Meditation book is again available along with a brand-new publication “Fun in Sobriety”.   

As we return to in person meetings and events, we are able to set up displays and garner interest in the 

grapevine products available. If you have any such events, please share them with us @aagrapevine.org/share 

(click here) and also send them to me or to the webmaster for addition to the Area 83 webpage. District 74 

(Pembroke) hosted their annual spring conference last weekend where I was able to see up the fantastic Area 

83 Grapevine display. I had a selection of books which I sold out of during the day! If your group or districts are 

able to keep some books in stock and available they seem to sell themselves. These publications also make 

excellent speaker gifts!   

If your District Grapevine Rep has rotated in or out, please drop me an email with the new information.  

grapevine@area83aa.org.   

AA Grapevine has posted a job opening for Controller. This person will report directly to the publisher. Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting, 10 years experience as a senior level accountant and 5 years experience in publishing 
required. Send resume to resumes@aagrapevine.org.   

The Grapevine Conference Committee discussed the wide-ranging impact the AA Preamble change has had on 

the Fellowship. The committee felt that after careful consideration of Fellowship Feedback, it would be 

premature to quantify the impact when many AA members are still either uninformed or ambivalent about the 

change.  The committee emphasized that at every level of our Conference process there is a reciprocal 

responsibility of all AA members and trusted servants, of participation and communication, to embrace the 

guiding principles of trust and transparency.   

Finally, I will be able to attend my first Area Grapevine Representative workshop later the month. I am looking 

forward to this very much and hope to come back with some exciting and new information for Area 83.   

Almost without exception alcoholics are tortured by loneliness……. Bill W.    Perhaps the AA Grapevine can ease 
that loneliness for someone you know today. 

Yours in Love and Service, Jane S. 

QUESTIONS FOLLOWING GRAPEVINE REPORT: 

Question:  Is the workshop just for subcommittee chairs? 

Answer:  The workshop is for Area Grapevine chairs from the Eastern Canada Region.  

https://www.aagrapevine.org/carry-the-message
https://www.aagrapevine.org/podcast
https://www.youtube.com/aagrapevine
https://www.aagrapevine.org/share
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F. Self-Support ................................................. Bev H. 
Good morning.  I am an alcoholic, member of Women Living Sober group in District 34 – Quinte East and I have 

the honour and privilege of serving as your Panel 71 Self Support Chair for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International 

and my name is Bev H.   

I am happy to provide you with an update relating to Self-Support in Area 83.  I have continued to attend the 

GTA Intergroup Self-support meetings.  I want to thank those members who attend and provide me with the 

opportunity to learn what is happening in their respective districts regarding self-support.   

I continue to hold self-support meetings – the first Thursday of the month with the District Chairs of Area 83.  
And again, anyone who would like to attend this monthly meeting, you are more than welcome.  Contact me 
and I will send you the zoom login information.      

I have been invited to present on Self-Support to Zone 2 Service Information Day on Saturday June 18 at the 
Peterborough Intergroup Office.  Thanks to District 28 for the invite.  

I have also been invited to present in July to District 66 monthly Traditions Workshop.  I will be sharing on 
Tradition 7.   

I want to thank those districts who send me their monthly district minutes.  I enjoy reading them and finding 
out what is happening in your respective districts.  If I can be of service to any group and/or district, please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  I am more than happy to assist in any way I can. 

I just want to emphasis how important it is now that things are moving back to some form of normal to 
encourage the members of your groups and/or districts to volunteer for those positions that are sitting empty 
at either the group level and/or district level.   

 

Self-support…this is the fundamental work of AA – to ensure the hand of AA will always remain outstretched, 
money and spirituality must continue to mix.  And for that we are all responsible.   Thank you for the opportunity 
to serve. 

Yours in Love and Service, Bev H. 

QUESTIONS FOLLOWING SELF-SUPPORT REPORT: 

Question:  Is the Self-Support meeting monthly? 

Answer:  Yes, we meet the first Thursday of the month at 7pm on Zoom. 

Question:  Is it possible to move the meeting to another day?  I am ADCM and since I am filling in for vacant positions and the 

Accessibilities meeting is also on the first Thursday of the month and then I must choose which meeting to attend. 

Answer:  That would be a conversation I would need to have with our Alternate Delegate, because that particular date and time 

was a conversation that he and I had so to change it at this stage of the term. We can talk about that.  If it generates more interest 

to come to the meeting, then I’m all for it. 

 

G. Archives .................................................... Shane H. 
Hello friends, I am an alcoholic and my name is Shane H. and I am grateful to serve as your Area 83 Panel 71 

Archives Chair.   

There is not too much to report.  Attendance at our Spring Assembly workshop was very good with over 40 
people attending.  The Pre Conference Agenda Sharing session was well attended in comparison to some of 
the other sessions I attended.   

We are planning a virtual Archives workshop in September.  Toronto Intergroup Archives committee is alive 

and well. 
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In service, Shane H. 

H. Accessibilities ............................................ Jenny B. 
I’m an alcoholic member of the Smiths Falls Saturday Night group in District 66, currently serving as your Panel 
71 Accessibilities Chair my name is Jenny.   So nice to finally be back here with you all face to face. Even if I’m 
sitting where I can only see the back of your heads I thank you for being here and brushing your hair.   

As always there are busy, busy people working hard to learn and support Accessibilities in Area 83.  March 3rd, 
Bert J who is with us today came and shared about mobility and language barriers.  June 2nd, we had Norma A 
from Texas she gave us a history of Accessibilities in AA since the beginning, what’s happening now and how. If 
by some chance you missed this meeting but still want to hear the great message, I was able to have it recorded 
and have permission to share it on our area website. Once I figure out how to get it from my phone and to 
George, I will make sure everyone knows.  

I would like to thank Kimberley for passing along some information about how to do a hybrid meeting. With that 

info and personal experience Greg R, ADCM/Accessibilities Chair from District 18 was able to put a very detailed 

document that explains suggestions on how to set up, what tools you need and a general how to set up a hybrid 

meeting. This document will be sent to George to be posted on the Accessibilities resource tab before the end 

of the week.  

Also, a shout out to Area 29 Accessibilities committee in Maryland who shared a tri- fold pamphlet on 

Accessibilities; what it is and how it helps and tasks or barriers that we assist with. Due to a printer malfunction 

last night wouldn’t allow me to print it off but it has been adapted for Area 83 and will also be added to the Area 

website, hopefully before the end of the week. This is a great tool that every group and district can print off and 

have in their pamphlets section at their meetings.  

We hold a monthly meeting the first Thursday of the month at 8pm. Everyone is invited if you wish to attend 

and learn with us. Details are on the Area website on the events calendar. There are also a bunch of tools 

available on the Area website on the resources tab under Accessibilities.  

▪ The Big Book and 12&12 in ASL 

▪ The Accessibilities check list 

▪ Meetings to go 

▪ The special needs and Accessibilities tool kit  

And more to be posted. Jump online and check it out!!! 

June 11th I will be attending the Ottawa service day virtually to give a presentation on Accessibilities. The 

following day June 12th I will be attending the tri district service information day with districts 70, 74 & 78 in 

Cobden. I’m very excited to be taking part in these events, I look forward to seeing more of Area 83 and am 

willing to participate if you are looking for a presentation.  

My experience so far with Accessibilities has been, the more we talk about needs and barriers in AA, the more 

we learn how to be of service. If we are not talking about these things in our groups or districts members in our 

fellowship might not know how inclusive, we are and strive to be.  

Whether it’s a newcomer coming in after a drinking driving accident, someone with hearing or visual barriers   
or someone who has been with us for a long time and is starting to lose their mobility, I promise you these 
individuals are just as capable and you or I and deserve every opportunity that we have to be a part of.  

If you have questions or need help in any way please reach out.  I promise you there is a need in your back yard.  

My email is accessibilities@area83aa.org.  Remember, together we can achieve great things. 

mailto:accessibilities@area83aa.org
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Yours in service, Jenny B. 

I. Service Information Day Committee ............ Trevor F. 
I'm an alcoholic, a member of the Stittsville Second Chance Group, the District Committee Member (DCM) of 
District 62 - Ottawa West, and currently serving as your Service Information Day Committee Chairperson, my 
name is Trevor F.  

The Committee met a few weeks after the Spring Assembly to go over the survey results. The feedback was quite 
positive and has been shared with all of the workshop chairs. Thank you to all of the workshop chairs for a great 
day of service workshops. We plan on meeting again in August to start preparing for the Fall Assembly and are 
looking forward to another fun day of Service.  

Sadly, the passing of Bruce B. from District 86 is a difficult one for the Service Information Day Committee. His 
enthusiasm and love of service exemplified what this committee is about. We’ve discussed it briefly, and all 
agree that we will remain just the five of us to finish out the term. We’ve become a close-knit group over the 
last year and a half, and it won’t be the same without Bruce. As Bruce often said, Let Gratitude be your Attitude, 
and we were definitely grateful to have Bruce on our team.  

Yours in love and service, Trevor F. 

J. Webmaster/Website ........................... George McQ. 
 Good morning, friends. I am an alcoholic, a member of the River group in District 74, having the honour, privilege 

and responsibility to serve as the Area 83 Webmaster. My name is George M.  

Visitors 

The Area 83 AA website receives visitors from 

around the world with the bulk of them coming 

from Canada and the United States. We have had 

a total of 1,793 visitors between April and May 

of this year.  The highlight was Monday May 2nd, 

when we had 669 unique visitors to the website. 

I am unsure as to why we had so many visitors on this day. 

Officer & Chairs Pages 

Each of the Area 83 Officers and Committee Chairs have their own 

webpages where they post pertinent information about their own areas. 

These can be accessed through the Resources menu tab. This will allow you to keep up to date on what is 

happening in Area 83. 

Events 

The events pages are updated as information about the various events are received from AA entities within Area 

83. If you would like your event listed either send me an email or use the submission form on the website found 

under the Events menu tab. Let me know if you have a poster and want it included. 

The Web pages are up, running and healthy. Please take the time to explore them.  Thank you for allowing me 

to be of service. 

Yours in service, George McQ. 

7. REGISTRAR’S REPORT  ......................................................... Bill C. 

Good afternoon friends. I’m an alcoholic, a member of the West End Group in District 74 and my name is Bill C. 
I have the honour and privilege to serve as your Panel 71 Registrar for Area 83, Eastern Ontario International. 

• 2286 Sessions 

• 1973 users 

• 84.7% new visitors 

• 15.3% returning 
          4823 Page views  
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As Registrar, I have been entrusted with the responsibility for maintaining and updating Area 83’s 584 Group 
records (575 Regular and 15 Virtual Groups) and serving as the liaison with the General Service Office for matters 
concerning Group registration and Group records.  

The Fellowship Connection is used for all the 93 Areas Canada and the United States of America.  The database 
keeps track of all our Service Members, Groups, Districts and Areas and allows the Area Registrar to make real 
time updates to the Area database. DCM’s as well as the Delegate have read-only access to the Fellowship 
Connection Database.  

The number of Virtual groups has grown considerably in the past couple of years. In fact, Area 83 has 15 Virtual 
Groups. Many of these Virtual groups register directly with the General Service Office (GSO). Our Delegate, 
Kimberly M and I now receive a notification from the GSO when a new group has been registered. We are 
currently drafting a welcome letter to ensure that the Virtual Groups first and foremost feel welcomed into Area 
83 and hopefully into a District. We believe it is important that the Virtual Groups realize that they are part of 
the Service Structure of A.A. That they have a voice and a vote. Our plan is to send this welcome letter to the 
identified GSR or Mail Contact and copy the DCM and District Registrar/Secretary. In this way the DCM or 
Secretary/Register can touch base with the new group, welcome them to their District and share the details on 
District meetings and other Service events in their District. 

New Group Change Forms (fillable PDF) have been developed and have been posted on the A83 website. 
Electronic GSR kits are also available immediately (here is the link from our Website) – digital content is the 
trend for GSO, but physical kits can be ordered.  

In closing, I will make myself available to Districts and Groups to assist you with Registrar-related issues where I 
can, and please remember that communication is most important.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.  

Roll Call – Appendix B 

Yours in Love and Service, Bill C 

8. TREASURER’S REPORT  ..................................................... Dave L. 

Hello friends, I am an alcoholic, a member of Liverpool Group in District 26, and my name is Dave L.  It is both 

an honour and a privilege to serve as your Panel 71 Area 83 Treasurer. 

Since the Spring Assembly Area Committee Meeting, I have been involved in the Pre-Conference Agenda Sharing 
session for Finance. I have also attended the May 21, Delegate’s Report on the General Service Conference. 

When a Group, District or Individual sends in a contribution, they will receive, in return, a thank-you letter of 
receipt.  Emailing these to you costs the Area nothing, whereas mailing them requires a stamp, envelope, paper 
and ink.  Please encourage your Treasurers to include an email address with your contributions, and I can email 
your letter of receipt.  Please make your cheques payable to “Eastern Ontario International Area 83”.  You can 
find contact information on the Area 83 website:  area83aa.org at the top of the Home Page click “A.A. 
Contributions”. Then click “I am an A.A. Member”. 

There have been 28 contributions via e-Transfer so far in 2022. This method of contributing to Area 83 is proving 
to be uncomplicated for the Groups. Please consider this payment method when your Group or District discusses 
contributing to Area 83. As with all contributions, please reference your Group and/or District Name and Service 
Number in the memo field. Individual contributions to a maximum of $1000.00 per year will also be accepted. 

Let’s discuss the Financial Statements for the period ending May 27, 2022.   

 
Page 1 (Appendix A1) is a financial summary.  It shows our Reserve Account, which is set aside for unforeseen 
circumstances, has a balance of $20,000 in the form of a GIC which matures in September 2023. 
 
Income for the period as at May 27, 2022: 
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• 7th Tradition collected at the January Area Committee Meeting $165.00, Spring Assembly was $1,025.00 

• Group, District and Individual Contributions $16,318.32 
Total Income for the period is $17,508.32 
 
Expenses for the period as at May 27, 2022: 

• Committee expenses are $241.35 

• General Service Conference Assessment $10,445.60 ($8,000 US) 

• Bank Service Charges $27.45 

• Ontario Delegates’ Committee $1,093.69 

• Eastern Canadian Delegates Orientation $114.97 
Total Expenses for the period are $11,923.06 
 
The opening bank balance at January 1, 2022 was $46,492.09.  Total income of $17,508.32 less expenses of 
$11,923.06 leaves a balance in the operating account of $52,077.35.  As of May 27, 2022, our expenses were 
$5,585.26 less than income.  Thank you to the 58 Groups, 10 Districts and 1 Individual for your generous 
contributions to Area 83. 
 
Page 2 (Appendix A2) shows details of the expenses. Here we see an itemized breakdown of expenses for the 
period for each Area Committee Member as well as all other expenses to date.   
 
Some of the numbers you see here: 

• The amount shown for the Chairperson ($74.30) relates ZOOM account costs for larger attendees for PCAS 
& Spring Assembly. The budget for the ZOOM account is now with the Chairperson, rather then the Alternate 
Delegate. 

• The amount shown for the Corrections Facilities ($67.12) relates to postage got Grapevine magazines to 
Institutions.  

• The amount shown for the Grapevine ($99.93) relates to postage for Grapevine Calendars and Pocket 
Planner orders for 2021. 

• The General Service Conference (GSC) Assessment.  At the Spring Assembly in 2007, a motion passed stating 
that “provided it doesn’t affect our prudent reserve, Area 83 will pay to GSO the full annual expense for our 
Delegate to attend the General Service Conference”.  The full assessment for our Delegate to attend the 
2022 In Person GSC was $8,000.00 USD, or $10,445.60 CDN, which has been paid in full. 

• CERAASA / ECDO ($114.97) relates to Area 83’s share of translation costs for the Eastern Canadian Delegates 
Orientation.   

 
To summarize, our financial position as at May 27, 2022 compared to May 2021 is as follows: Income for 2022 
is $1,304.29 more than the same period in 2021.  Expenses to date for 2022 are $3307.13 more than the same 
period in 2021.  The net change to the Operating Account is an increase of $5,585.25.  
 
The increase of contributions in 2022 versus 2021 is $1,876.29. 
 
Page 3 (Appendix A3) shows contributions by District.  These amounts include contributions from Districts, as 
well as Groups. 
 
In the Spring 2020 an amount of $1,288.25 was levied by the Ambassador Hotel as a cancellation charge for the 
cancelled Assembly.  We will receive this amount as a credit in a future period when we are able to gather in 
person in Kingston. 
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We will be collecting a 7th Tradition today at the in person ACM.  For those on ZOOM, please e-transfer your 
contribution and reference the ACM in the memo field.  The email address is treasurer@area83aa.org.  I will 
group the 7th Tradition contributions and report the total at the September ACM. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve Area 83. 
Yours in Love and Service, Dave L.  

9. SECRETARY’S REPORT ..................................................... JoAnn P. 

Good morning friends, I am an alcoholic, a member of Courtice 12 & 12 Group in District 28 and my name is 
JoAnn.  It is so great to be in District 34 Quinte West for our first in-person meeting this panel term. 

The period from our Virtual Spring Assembly to today was relatively quiet on the Secretary front.  Pre-conference 
Agenda Sharing continued into April and then the 72nd General Service conference was held late April.  The 
Trustee’s committees will definitely be busy implementing the advisory actions in the coming year.   

I continue to update the Area Roster with new information as it comes to my inbox.  You should have received 
the newest version of the roster at the beginning of May via email.  A gentle reminder that this document is to 
be used for 12th step work only.  Please do not forward to anyone as the roster contains full names, addresses, 
phone numbers and email addresses.  Under new business today, we will be discussing the Area Roster in regard 
to safety and anonymity.   

I also update District service positions in Fellowship Connection.  This database is accessible to District 
Committee Members for read only purposes.  If you are a DCM, please take a look at the information as listed.  
This information can be accessed online at aa.org – click on I am and then select An A.A. member and it will take 
you to a page.  Scroll almost to the bottom and you will find a Fellowship Connection tab.  Click on this and it 
brings you to a  login screen (Fellowship Connection Login for DCMs).  If you need assistance with your login 
credentials, please see our Area Registrar.  You will only be able to access your District’s information. 

Information continues to flow from A.A.W.S., the General Service Office, General Service Board, Grapevine and 
La Vina.  This information is meant to be shared with Groups so that every member that wishes to be informed, 
will be informed.   

Thank you to those who have sent me their reports for the minutes.  Please send your report in Word format so 
that I can simply insert your report and do a bit of formatting.  Also, please help me respect your anonymity by 
using only first names and last initials in all reports submitted. I plan on having the June Area Committee Meeting 
minutes complete by June 30th and as always, your assistance is appreciated.  

With a grateful heart, I have submitted my resignation to our Area Chairperson and Delegate on May 16th.  I will 
continue to serve Area 83 until June 30th.  James will take over the position in the interim.  

I am retiring June 30th and my husband and I will be moving to Calgary in August and then spending a few months 
in Miami assisting our daughter and son-in-law with the arrival of twin girls sometime in October.  I have enjoyed 
serving my Group, my District and Area 83 and Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole over the past 14 years.  It is 
certainly going to be an adjustment as my journey in recovery and service started in Area 83.  I will carry the 
fond memories of a unified Area 83 and I will endeavour to make new memories in Area 78 Alberta.  Thank you 
for your guidance, direction, patience, friendship and most of all your grace.   

Yours in Love and Service, JoAnn P. 

10.  ALTERNATE DELEGATE’S REPORT ............................... James O’D. 

INTERGROUP 

Attended the GTAI Info AA Day and presented on the General Service structure. It was an amazing day hearing 
our delegate’s General Service Conference report back and also from all of the Intergroup committees and how 
both structures are carrying the message to the alcoholic who is ready.  

mailto:treasurer@area83aa.org
https://fc.aa.org/sca-dev-2020-1/checkout.ssp?is=login&login=T&origin=customercenter#login-register
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I continue to attend as many joint sharing sessions (Intergroup and districts) and regular Intergroup monthly 
meetings as I possibly can. I have also taken to forwarding relevant information from the GSB.  

Please take moment when you can to read the newsletters from our Ottawa (Our Primary Purpose) & Toronto 
Intergroups (Better Times) – links here.  

https://ottawaaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/OPP-202205.pdf 

https://www.aatoronto.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-Better-Times-2022-1.pdf 

DCM Sharing Sessions 

Recently we had a presentation by Julie F (DCM D66) on the principle of rotation, Bert J (ADCM D22) presented 
on the role of the GSR & Assembly, and on Thursday we will hear from Ann J (DCM D10) on service sponsorship. 
These sessions continue to be a wonderful space for DCMs to share common issues and solutions in their 
respective Districts. ADCMs are also on hand to learn more about the role of the DCM and also share their 
perspective on different issues.  

If anyone would like to find out more about what goes on at these sessions please contact your DCM for meeting 
minutes and copies of the presentations.  

Remote Communities  

We continue to meet monthly to share the message of hope with AA members in geographically remote areas. 
Along with members of the various Area RC committees we also have now been joined by actual members are 
living remotely! This is a very exciting development.  

Event notice!  

North/South Virtual Special Forum about Remote Communities  – flyer attached. Saturday, July 16, 2022. 
Interpretation available in English, French and Spanish. The event is open to all members and registration beings 
soon.  

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/North_South_Connection_Flyer_English_3.pdf 

“Beyond Language, Culture and Geography: Sobriety Within Everybody’s Reach”.  

District Inventory/Elections 

On May 18th I was invited to facilitate a District inventory for D06. Thank you for this opportunity.   District 66 

had invited me to facilitate their elections in September and I look forward to this.  

ECRF 

The Eastern Canada Regional Forum was a fantastic event held in person in Charlottetown, PEI from May 13-
15th. The GS office and board members showed up in full force with their updates on all the projects, fellowship 
finances and were open and ready to discuss some of the more difficult questions members had.  

One of the most painful things I heard over the weekend was that some French speaking members felt that the 
language barrier was too much for them to continue on in service. This was also reflected at the recent GSC as 
not all conference material is released in all three languages at the same time. Our delegate can speak more to 
this.  

But most importantly I was able to meet members face to face and in person. I was able, for example, to connect 
with RC contacts in Areas 84 and 85. It is these connections which allow us to facilitate 12 step work where AA 
can be difficult to access.   The event was well managed by the host committee and the GS staff and I felt very 
safe and taken care of at all times.  

In closing, I am so grateful for being so busy as a trusted servant of the Area. Thank you for allowing me to serve 
you. 

https://ottawaaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/OPP-202205.pdf
https://www.aatoronto.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-Better-Times-2022-1.pdf
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/North_South_Connection_Flyer_English_3.pdf
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11.  DELEGATE’S REPORT ............................................... Kimberley M. 

Good afternoon, I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Ajax Area Group. It is a privilege to serve as your panel 71 
Delegate for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International, and my name is Kimberley. 

It is a thrill to be with you in person today and see your beautiful faces whether you are in this room or joining 
us virtually!!  Quite a lot has happened since the Assembly!! 

Conference 

The 72nd General Service Conference took place April 24-30, 2022 in Brooklyn, New York.  It was amazing!!!  I 
look forward to telling you all about it during my report backs!!  Reflecting back over the Conference week, being 
‘in person’ enabled the serious business we were doing, to be balanced by laughter, new friends, connections 
and conversations.  The whole experience was incredibly fulfilling, life changing and something I will always 
cherish.  

The feedback shared during the PCAS sessions was invaluable.  Thank you to all who contributed thoughts, 
suggestions, and opinions. (PCAS = Pre Conference Agenda Sharing) Back in March, I received some great 
suggestions about the theme, presentation, and workshop topics with rationales on the Google forms. It was 
very helpful! Thank you to all who took some time to fill them out.  

One of the 2022 advisory actions was that all background material be released simultaneously in English, French 
and Spanish. This means that we may get the background information later than February 15th which would 
affect our PCAS schedule for next year.  

The theme for next years Conference is “A.A.’s Three Legacies – Our Common Solution.” The presentation theme 
will be “General Service – Our Mighty Purpose and Rhythm” With presentations Topics:  

1. “Our Common Perils and Common Solution”  

2. “Using A.A.'s Literature in Carrying the Message”  

3. “Fostering a Thriving Three Legacy Culture” 

The workshop topic for the 2023 General Service Conference be: “Practicing Our Twelve Traditions Across All 
Group Settings.”  

Please include these in your service days, workshops and district discussions. These are intended to spark 
discussions with members on current issues affecting our membership.   

Forum 

Shortly after recovering from Conference week, it was time to board another plane headed to Prince Edward 
Island for the Eastern Canada Regional Forum May 13-15, 2022. Each year 4 of the 8 regions have a forum. Last 
year all 4 forums were virtual. PEI was the first “in person” forum since covid. It was also the first forum for many 
of the new staff members of the General Service Office.  At the Forum, there were about 319 in attendance, 
with 211 first timers!  

Jan, our Eastern Canada Regional Trustee (before Conference), paired delegates up with General Service Office 
staff or trustees for meals over the weekend. It was a privilege to spend lunch with Al Mooney and dinner with 
Kevin Prior who are both Class A Trustees.   Several members from Area 83 joined us, which was wonderful.  It 
really was an awesome weekend and wonderful to continue bonding with our Eastern Canada regional 
delegates, alternates, General Service Office staff, trustees, and other members in our region. 

Congratulations to Joyce who is our new Eastern Canada Regional Trustee for the next 4 years. This forum was 
her debut with the region.  The next Forum will be hosted by Area 83 and take place in Ottawa August 23-25, 
2024. 

CERAASA (Canadian Eastern Regional Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly) 
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February 24-26, 2023, I look forward to attending our Canadian Eastern Regional Alcoholics Anonymous Service 
Assembly, taking place in St Catharines. Flyers are available in DCM mailboxes (15 each) with more available on 
the table. Please share these with your GSRs and members. It will be held at the Holiday Inn & Suites. The room 
rate is $139.00 plus taxes using the code CERAASA. The room block deadline is Dec. 26, 2022. This information 
is also available on the CERAASA website (ceraasa.org). 

The CERAASA steering committee, comprised of the 10 eastern Canada regional delegates and their alternates 
met on March 28. This steering committee will be making a recommendation during the business portion of the 
2023 CERAASA that “No part of CERAASA be audio recorded”.  

Currently, a bid process is used to determine which area will host the next CERAASA.  During our May 23rd 
meeting we continued discussing a rotation schedule for CERAASA.  A draft schedule is underway.  Our next 
meeting is July 25th.   

Conference Report Backs 

May 21st was my first opportunity to give a Conference Report and was it was with Districts 42 and 66.  The 
report ended about 10 minutes early due to that terrible storm that ripped through Ontario.  On May 28th, it 
was a pleasure to attend and give a delegate’s report during the virtual Info AA Day with GTA Intergroup and 
districts 2, 6, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and 22.  Tomorrow morning, I look forward to joining Districts 36 and 48 to 
provide a report virtually. On June 11th, I am excited to be participating in the Ottawa Service Day on with 
Districts 54 and 62 to give a delegate’s report. On June 12th, it will be nice to drive to Cobden to take part in the 
Tri District Service Day with Districts 70, 74 and 78 and report to them. On June 18th, I am happy to be spending 
the day with Districts 26, 28, 30, 82 and 86 in Peterborough and provide a delegates conference report. Thank 
you to all districts who have invited me to provide a Conference report back for our members. There will be one 
final report back virtually on June 21st from 7-9pm for those who are unable to attend any of these other dates, 
or if your want to hear some extra details.  

All of these report back dates along with the meeting ids and passcodes are available on this handy glideApp. 
You can also access a Post Conference Booklet that you may find informative and interesting. This glideApp 
includes todays ACM agenda and other documents. It will soon include info for the Sept/Dec ACM as well as the 
fall Service Information Day schedule and Assembly agenda as they become available.   You can add the link to 
your phone by grabbing the QR code.  Check it out and decide for yourself if it is handy or not and let me know 
what you think. As a member of the ad hoc committee assessing the Digital needs of Area 83, your feedback 
would be helpful to our committee.  

The Final Conference Report provided by General Service Office will be emailed out in August. I have ordered a 
small number of physical copies in English, French and Spanish. Please let me know if you would like a hard copy. 

General Service Board and General Service Conference Inventory 

In 2005, the General Service Board began a process of taking an inventory of itself. In 2010 a Conference Planning 
Committee was established to develop a comprehensive inventory plan. The 2011 Conference passed an 
advisory action “that the General Service Conference conduct a thorough inventory of itself in accordance with 
the Comprehensive Plan formulated by the Conference Inventory Planning Committee.” The 2012 Conference 
recommended that the theme of the 2012 GSC be “The General Service Conference Takes Its Inventory — Our 
Solution in Action”.   Inventory questions were then taken up by the 2013, 2014 and 2015 Conferences. The 
outcome of this inventory was published in what is called a 2013-2015 Compendium. During the 2022 
Conference, we asked the General Service Board to develop a status report on the progress and outcomes from 
that inventory. And then to consider if it’s time for another one. A 2-part report will be brought back to the 2023 
GSC. Some of the inventory results were directed to Areas. Would a few of you be willing to review this inventory 
and meet to discuss some observations and suggestions to share at the September ACM? If you are interested, 
please send me an email or text.  I will ask JoAnn to email all of you the 2013- 2015 Inventory Results for review. 
It is already on the glideApp. 
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Convention 

2025 will mark the 90th anniversary of the beginning of our Fellowship's founding. The International Convention 
will take place from July 3 - 6, 2025, at the Vancouver Convention Center and BC Place Stadium. The theme is 
“90 Years – Language of the Heart.”  

If I can be of service to your groups or district, please let me know!  Thank you again for the honor to serve as 
your panel 71 Delegate. 

With gratitude, Kimberley 

QUESTIONS FOLLOWING DELGATE’S REPORT: 

Question: The QR code, can it be posted on the Area website and shared widely?  

Answer:  I have been sharing it during my report backs and the wider the better.  If the Area decides that it would like to make use 
of the glideApp in some way, shape or form, then it will be a decision that  would be made at an Assembly so our members would 
be able to weigh in on that decision.  I can ask the Webmaster and see if maybe he could post it under the Delegates tab. 

Question:  Is this only something that can be accessed on the phone?  

Answer:  The Glide app  is not an actual app; it is a website that looks like an app.   If you were to click on the link if we posted the 
link in the chat and somebody clicked on the link on their computer or click on the link in an email on their computer, it would 
bring out the same thing that everybody's going to see on their phone, which is the picture that is actually posted up there on the 
piece of paper.  It is going to look like a cell phone on your computer and you can click it.  Take you to a couple of other things that 
makes sense, so technically, is the link.  If you do use the QR code for the camera, you can either bookmark that link, or you can 
put that link on your homepage.  It's not an app that you download, it's a link that you can put on the homepage of your phone or 

put in your bookmark. Glide  – click here to access. 

 
 

 

GLIDE QR CODE  

 

 

At this point in the agenda, I would like to recommend that we move to 2/3 majority. 

 

 

12.   OLD BUSINESS  

a) Discuss Report and Recommendations from the Pre-Conference                             
Agenda Sharing (PCAS) ad hoc committee .......... Rob M., Panel 69 Delegate 

Hi everyone. I’m an alcoholic, a member of the Motorcity Group in District 28, and my name is Rob M. It’s an 
honour to serve as Immediate Past Delegate for Area 83 Eastern Ontario International. 

Moved: Jack R., Area PI Chair 

Seconded:  Tim F., Area Treatment Facilities Chair  

Discussion none 

All those in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Motion: Carried 

https://fascinated-advertisement-9540.glideapp.io/
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I have given the full ad hoc committee report twice now so I won’t give it today. It was in the minutes of our 
January ACM, and the Spring Assembly minutes. The six ad hoc committee recommendations are on today’s 
agenda and hopefully you’ve had a chance to discuss them at your District meetings. 
I will give you an update on what has happened since the Spring Assembly.  
The PCAS sessions took place between March 20th and April 11th. This year there were 241 participants. These 
are not unique participants as many members attended more than one session. In 2020 there were 152 
participants, in 2021 271 participants. 
Thank you everyone for helping to make this year’s PCAS a success. Thanks to our Session Chairs for creating the 
background summaries and chairing the sessions, our Secretaries for providing our Delegate with discussion 
summaries and poll results, and our Zoom Techs for keeping each session running smoothly. Special thanks to 
our ad hoc committee for rolling out the sessions and to all participants.    
On April 21st the ad hoc committee met with the Session Chairs, Secretaries, and Zoom Techs to discuss how 
the sessions went, successes, challenges, and any ideas for improvement.  A consistent theme noted was the 
lack of participation, despite our efforts to encourage members to take part. No suggestions were put forth to 
address this.   The ad hoc committee met on April 30th to review our work and ensure that we have met our 
scope.  
This committee has been a lot of work, and a great opportunity for us to learn. Bill, Jonathan, Jo, James, JoAnn, 
Joyce, Kathie, and I thank you for the opportunity to be of service to Area 83. 
 
 

i. That Pre-Conference Agenda Sharing Sessions be offered on Saturday of the Area 83 Spring 

Assembly weekend.  

Moved:   Jane S., Area Grapevine Chair 

Seconded:     Bev H., Area Self-Support Chair  

Discussion James O’D, Alternate Delegate:  we felt that, especially with participation, a way to deal with 
that is that so many people come to the Area Assembly, so it would be like shooting fish in 
barrel, people would actually be there. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  Our committee did spend a lot of time considering this, 
and we got feedback from several other areas on how they get feedback for their delegates 
attending the General Service Conference and there are a number of different ways. But  
many areas have sort of large events like Assembly weekends that they devote the whole 
weekend to do a Pre-Conference Agenda Sharing type of thing, and we thought it would be 
a good idea. 
Vince R., Alt DCM D02:  We talked about this at our District table, and our only concern was 
that we have always thought that the Assembly was where people learned to be a GSR and 
the role of the DCM.  We're all there to learn about how to do the job right and a lot of the 
stuff a lot of the workshops are teaching us what to do.  I think it's a good idea to do the Pre 
Conference Sharing, we want to make sure that we are still getting new people the 
information they need to do the job that they've been asked to do.  I would just stress the 
second point that the Service Information Day workshops are going to be offered virtually in 
January or February as we are teaching new GSRs and DCMs how to do the job.   
Sharon C., Alt DCM D48:  We totally agreed with the previous speaker.  The assembly has 
been a way to initiate new people into service, it’s also a great time of being able to spend 
time with them and get them involved, and we didn't want it changed because of that. 
Julie F., DCM D74:  My comment is based on efforts that our District Committee made to 
inform the groups and to encourage them to participate in the Pre Conference Sharing 
sessions.  We have not been very successful in stirring enthusiasm about these sessions that 
the attendance has been I don't want to call it apathy but there wasn't a whole lot of 
willingness to get involved.  There was also some people who didn't take it very well that we 
had these sessions for groups and individual to give to a sense of the meeting to the 
Delegate.  We explained the purpose of these sessions but there's a misunderstanding or 
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misconception that we elected GSR for that purpose.  Why don't they do their job? And this 
is coming in the wake of the change to the preamble with a lot of people not participating in 
service activities and believing that this has been changed without other consultations.  It 
wasn’t and that it went through a due process, I know that. But the perception was that now 
we have to attend these meetings in in the evening.  I struggled a lot to try to explain to 
people the purpose, and how it differs and to tell them it's not a vote that's just the sense of 
the meeting.  Well, why don't we have a vote and you know I came very close to giving up, 
and I would be delighted if the Pre Conference Sharing sessions were held in conjunction 
with an Assembly.  Of course, it's unfortunate that something has to be displaced in this case 
some workshops, but this is my personal opinion.  It's not my district. I feel it is easier to 
encourage participation in an online workshop on a topic or a service position, than do that 
for the PCAS sessions. 
Ann J., DCM D10:  I’ll say its 3 different ways that I approached the table and our GSRs and 
asked them to go back to their groups and provide me feedback on how they would like us 
to be handling the Pre Conference Agenda Sharing.  Whether they continue in the way we 
have been in the past or put them on the service information day and service workshops or 
another way. GSRs gave their feedback at the meeting, but I didn’t receive a single email 
back saying what the group thought.  So as the DCM,  and  the fact that the people at our 
table are saying they're becoming less free with their time for service, that it would be much 
more worthwhile to have our GSRs engaged in the Spring assembly and engage their groups 
about being part of the process and making them feel as more part of the fellowship at one 
big go, rather than having them participate weekly at sessions on Sunday nights, or whatever 
which they didn't tend to be excited about. I think there would be much more enthusiasm 
about it.  It may involve their group members before they came to the Assembly, because, 
after all, their groups are going to be financing them to come.  So that's anyway, my opinion 
versus the table. I prefer to have PCAS all in one shot.  
Jack R., PI Chair:  I know that we've been doing lots of compromising and hybrid formats for 
the last couple of years, and I wonder whether the ad hoc committee has discussed whether 
they would do a hybrid for of the Service Information day, where you could have PCAS 
sessions coinciding with core content workshops, such as the GSR, the traditions or the 
concepts, and of course the wildcard workshops would then have to be skipped.  And that 
way people who are really interested in the Pre Conference agendas, can attend those and 
people who really don't know anything about their GSR position might feel more to gravitate 
towards something like that.  And you have the captive audience all day and hopefully 
there'll be a greater attendance for both, and if one's at assembly and ones virtually some 
other time when people aren't likely to attend. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  The way that this motion is passed today is sort of a little 
muddy because our operating procedures say that the area committee can approve 
appendices to our operating procedures and that they don't need to go to the Assembly.   
However, discussion at our committee and with some past delegates and our chair, we 
believe that for full transparency this should go to the Area Assembly.  This is a big change, 
and it is going to affect the assembly so much and it's such a big decision that the Assembly 
should have the opportunity to discuss this and to vote on this.  This is the steering 
committee for the Area here today, and if this body is in favor of this motion, we believe it 
would need to go to an Assembly.  After talking with Amy, because our fall Assembly is an 
election Assembly and typically tend to be full days, this is something that could require 
lengthy discussion at the Assembly.  We don't believe this is time sensitive and it could 
probably get put over to the spring of 2023 Assembly. 

All in favour: 27 

opposed: 1 

abstentions: 1 

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None 

Motion: Carried 
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ii. That Service Information Day Workshops be offered virtually in January or February.  

Moved:   Rob F., DCM D26 

Seconded:    Maria M., DCM D30 

Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  If PCAS sessions are going to happen on Saturday of 
Assembly weekend, we can't continue to offer Service Information Day workshops.  I feel 
that online is the best way to do that.  One thing that was noted is that in the first year of 
the term there's typically a General Service Representative workshop and a District 
Committee Member workshop at the first Service Information Day of the term, which is at 
the end of March.  This way, if the workshop was held in January or February, new GSRs 
and DCMs would get that important information a little sooner. 
Christine F., DCM D18:  I don't know if we're being pre-emptive.  If we're having the Service 
Information Days held virtually using the Service Information Day committee who invites 
people to the presentations.  Would the SID Committee now be responsible for the content 
as well putting on the workshop?   Would they be responsible for the content as well as 
the orchestration of how to put it together?  Because right now, service information isn't 
making content.   
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  The motion is simply to offer the workshops virtually, 
nothing would really change as far as the Service Information Committee or how it's 
facilitated is concerned.  We've been doing the Service Information Days virtually for the 
last couple of years and I think it would be the same as what we have been doing.   
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  Just a point of clarity.  Is this motion a question? 
Service Information Day be offered virtually in January or February.   
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  It is a motion. But the January February part is not so 
much a question.  It would be up to the current Service Information Day Committee 
whether they want to do it in January or February.  There was some discussion that January 
may be too early for a new committee to be able to put this thing together, so we give 
them the option of doing it in either January or February.   
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  January would be way too early, especially for 
someone new coming into the of the position of a subcommittee chair.  You can’t be 
excited to put on the workshop to educate others or enlighten other people on your 
position when you just took it over yourself.  February, at least you've been on it for a 
couple of months, so hopefully you know enough to put on a workshop. It seems a bit early 
to me, though. 
Trevor F., DCM D62:  I think, the wording of January, February is a little difficult, especially 
the first year of the term.  Maybe if it was the first 8 weeks, give them a little more 
flexibility.   And also, the second year of the term it would be easy to do.   In January at the 
first year of the term, the Service Information Day Committee Isn't elected until the January 
Area Committee meeting so it's a really tight time to get it together. And so, if this motion 
passes, I would recommend that in the Service Information Day Committee Appendix that 
the Service information day chair from the previous term perhaps sit in on the first couple 
of meetings of the next term to help them get up to speed quickly and be able to put 
together Service Information Day workshops in that first 8 weeks of the year. 
Barbara C., DCM D78:  Wouldn't the sharing session be more likely easier to be held during 
January or February instead of during the Spring Assembly weekend and have the Service 
information Day workshops, held in March, as we do right now. 
Bert J., Alt DCM D22:  I like the fact that we're going we're having that discussion, and it 
brings me a question and that question is simple.  Is it time that the outgoing committee is 
to step up and we help the newcomers do that?   
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  As you know, these recommendations were made 
quite some time ago, and after the recommendations were made there were concerns 
expressed to our ad hoc committee about January being too early in the year for the 
Service Information Day workshops.  Because we had already made the recommendations, 
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iii. That the Immediate Past Delegate automatically becomes Chairperson of the PCAS 

committee. 

Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  Our committee feels that the Immediate Past Delegate has 
General Service Conference experience as well as experience with the Pre Conference Agenda 
Sharing sessions.  The immediate past Delegate is a member of the Area Committee and is 
expected to attend Area Committee Meetings and Assemblies so their expenses are already 
covered by the Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iv. That the Chairperson of the PCAS committee provide progress reports including updates 

from the General Service Board, and ongoing General Service Conference items at all Area 

Committee meetings and Area Assemblies. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  After the 2021 PCAS sessions, a session debrief meeting was held with 
everyone who was part of rolling it out, and one of the things that was identified at that meeting was that most 
members aren't aware of the General Service Conference process and what happens with the General Service 
Board between Conferences.  And the thought was that if there was more of an awareness was created about 
the General Service Conference process and what goes on after the GSC throughout the years, that it may help 
improve participation in PCAS sharing. Our committee feels that the Chair of the PCAS session giving ongoing 
reports to the Area Committee and Assemblies will be a great way to improve awareness of the General Service 

 
 
 
 
 
Restate the Amended 
Motion: 
 
Restate the Amended 
Motion: 

we didn't change them. However, if someone was wanted to come up with a friendly 
amendment, we would be willing to discuss it.   
Tim F., Treatment Facilities Chair:  A friendly amendment to that motion is to move the 
actual date of the service information to occur by the end of February. 
Rob F., DCM D26:  I accept that friendly amendment. 
“That Service Information Day Workshops be offered virtually by the end of February.” 
Trevor F., DCM D62:  Another friendly amendment.  The motion which says:  That the 
Spring Service Information Day Workshops be offered virtually by the end of February.” 
Rob F., DCM D26:  I accept that friendly amendment. 
“That the Spring Service Information Day Workshops be offered virtually by the end of 
February.” 

All in favour: 28 

opposed: None 

abstentions: 3 

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None 

Motion: Carried 

Moved:   Bert J., Alt DCM D22 

Seconded:     Jonathan C J., DCM D36 

Discussion None  

All in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None 

Motion: Carried 
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Conference process, what's going on with the General Service Board and hopefully create more interest in the 
whole PCAS process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v.  That Pre-Conference Agenda Sharing guidelines be added to “Area 83-Committee Operating 

Procedures – Section 9: Appendices”. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  Much like the service information guidelines that are in the Appendices, in 
our Operating Procedures, our committee feels that it's important to have Pre Conference Agenda Sharing 
guidelines which guide the committee in the planning and rolling out the PCAS.  Currently for the Service 
Information Day guidelines it says it's important to remember that these guidelines are not a list of instructions, 
but rather have been collected through the experience of those who have served on previous Service 
Information Day committees.  So, it'd be much the same where guidelines would not be instructions that are 
mandatory, but that they would be a list of suggestions.  I believe that proposed guidelines were included with 
the minutes from January meeting and Assembly so everyone should have had a chance to go through them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi. That a PCAS tab including a repository for all previous PCAS information be added to the Area 83 

website.  
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:    For the first 3 PCAS’s, a tab was added to the Area Website around 
January with all the information.  And then, once the sessions were complete in March the tab was 
just taken off.  Our Committee feels that it would be best to have that tab on the website permanently 
with historical content.  So, it is hoped that this can help to create interest and that would be a point 
of reference for anyone to look back at how you know items that were discussed, and things that have 
happened in previous years. 

 

Moved:   Bev H., Self-Support Chair 

Seconded:     Jack R., PI Chair 

Discussion None 

All in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None  

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None 

Motion: Carried 

Moved:   Tim F., Treatment Facilities Chair 

Seconded:     Maria M., DCM D30 

Discussion None 

All in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None  

Motion: Carried 
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Moved:  Jill B., DCM D06  

Seconded:    Jenny B., Accessibilities Chair 

Discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restate the Amended 
Motion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restate the Original 
Motion:   
 

Jane S., Grapevine Chair:   I just want to make a comment about the Pre Conference 
Sharing sessions and the information that comes from the sessions.  I’ve had the 
opportunity to attend other areas PCAS and how they do it, and by far I am blown 
away by how great the information is and how easy it is to digest and to have it 
available for people to look at before the next one is super important.  We're doing 
such a great job.  This committee is unbelievable. 
Jack R., PI Chair:  Would they be accessible to the general public, or it would be in a 
secure section that you need a password? And how would members find out that 
password?  Would full names be on there?  I don't think the general public should 
access this kind of inside information on the workings about Alcoholics Anonymous,, 
whether we need to make a friendly amendment, or just have it stipulated in the 
background that this be password protected. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:   That’s a good point that's been raised, and it's 
something that our committee didn't consider.  Currently the full background 
information and the background summaries that have been placed on the website 
have been password protected.  Its probably a good idea to not have this information 
accessible to the public.  As I said, our committee didn't consider that but another 
one of those things where we might want to consider a friendly amendment. 
Kimberley M., Delegate:   There is currently an ad hoc committee underway to look 
into the digital needs of Area 83 and in the discussions they may be considering things 
like a Google drive, or something like that, or the Glide app or website or re-designing 
the website.  A friendly amendment could be that a PCAS tab, including a repository 
for all previous PCAS information be made available to members. And then, when the 
ad hoc committee has a chance to look at things and figure it out they can discuss 
which way to make it available.  Whether it's under password protected, not 
password protected,  shared Google drive, or something like that. 
 
“That all PCAS information be made available to members.” 
Jill B., DCM D06:  Accepts the friendly amendment made by Kimberley. 
Jonathan CJ., DCM D36:   Just to clarify that it's on the website.  At this point, it 
doesn't specify membership of Area 83 or that its by the website.  It is general enough 
that I don't think it's useful anymore.  Perhaps we could just redefine it slightly to be 
made available on the website to members of Area 83. 
James O’D., Alt Delegate:  I really like the original.  It just makes a lot more sense.  
We're looking for a place to put all of the past info and also, it'll be a place to put the 
future stuff and the website is, at the moment, where we keep our data. If we choose 
to keep it somewhere else later, I'm sure we're going to amend it later. And then we 
can actually amend it here in the Area Committee meeting because it is not part of 
the Operating Procedures.  I would suggest the amendment later and stick to the 
original motion. 
Jill B., DCM D06:  Rescinded the friendly amendment.  Back to the original motion. 
Maria M., DCM D30:  Did Rob not say that everything that is on there right now is 
password protected?   
Amy L., Chair:  All the material currently is password protected.  There is no reason 
that would change. 
“That a PCAS tab including a repository for all previous PCAS information be added 
to the Area 83 website.”  
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b) Area Roster–updating and circulation  .......................... JoAnn P., Area Secretary  

Good Afternoon – At the Spring Assembly the question was asked if we need to have members addresses on 
the Area Roster.   

As I have mentioned in my Secretary reports, Fellowship Connection requires addresses when entering a service 
position at the Group, District and Area level.  For the Group, General Service Representative and Alternate GSR 
or Group Contact are the reportable positions.  For the Districts, District Committee Member, Alternate District 
Committee Member, Archives Chair, CPC Chair, PI Chair, Correctional Facilities Chair, Treatment Facilities Chair 
and Accessibilities Chair are the reportable positions.  The Area listings follow suit. 

The reasons for having the address on the Rosters are twofold; one, for ease of entry into the Fellowship 
Connection database and 2, for 12th step work.  Fellowship Connection is the GSO database to indicate if the 
person requires a mailed kit, digital kit, or no kit.  When the Secretary forwards the roster to the Area Committee, 
it is clearly marked confidential and emailed with a request to refrain from forwarding this information. 

Let’s talk about 12th step work and the importance of knowing or being able to access Area and District members 
addresses.  I can think of a few circumstances that I would refer to the roster for address locations.  Let’s say 
you have a friend who is moving to a different District and you would like to connect that person with someone 
in close proximity.  You could look at the roster for that District and look for the town, or city that would be close 
and reach out via email or phone.   Another instance would be that if you are looking for a Bridging the Gap 
contact, Treatment or Accessibility contact.  We hear those addresses are very important to the chairs of these 
committees when narrowing down the closest location.  Some of this information can be gleaned from a search 
on a District’s website.  But I would like to think that people use the Area roster more often than not. 

I understand the safety concerns – a few members do not want their addresses available.  That is a personal 
choice and I respect that choice.   

If we were to only record name, phone number and email address on the Area Roster, the Area Secretary would 
need to maintain 2 rosters: one for internal use and one for Fellowship Connection use. 

We talk about being connected to the General Service Structure and the way we accomplish that is to have our 
names, addresses, personal email addresses and phone numbers accessible for the Area Secretary and the 
General Service Office. 

The Secretary position is for all intents, a part-time job.  During certain times of the year, it can be very busy.  
Adding another step to the roster component is, in my opinion, possible but is it necessary? 

DISCUSSION / QUESTIONS FOLLOWING REPORT: 

QUESTION:  Is this just an Excel Spreadsheet? 
ANSWER:  No, the roster is a Word document.  You certainly could hide things, but I don't know if it's necessary.  I think 

the question was coming from District 22 and I don't know if there were issues.  I've heard anecdotally that there 
were issues where somebody would find a member’s address and then it becomes a safety issue.  To make a 
wholesale change, I don’t know.  Do you look at the addresses? I guess that's the question.  Do you look at the 
roster for information, for 12 step work, or other committee member locations to facilitate 12th Step work? Is it 

 

All in favour: Unanimous 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Voice of minority None 

Motion to reconsider None 

Motion: Carried 
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necessary to distribute anything more than an email and a phone number?  To reiterate, the Secretary still has 
to collect that information for Fellowship Connection.  We would have an additional record. 

QUESTION:  Looking at the Area roster, for example, the Past Delegates and all the Officers and Subcommittee Chairs 
all have addresses.  Bit when I go to the DCM list, its just name, number and email.  My point is that I only need 
that information.  I only need to access the information like the name, District, phone number and email.  I never 
look at the address and I don't know why anyone would to tell you the truth. 

ANSWER:  There are addresses for District positions in each District if you scroll down the document. 

COMMENT:  I just did this recently with a member that's in this room right now. I had 2 ladies leave my area and go to 
another, and I searched the roster for who was there and tried to provide the information.  It does get done. 

COMMENT: I recently had a situation where a call come through our answering service.  A 12 step call wanting to hook 
up with someone in the municipality / village of Ardoc. We googled that we found out it was in district 66.  PI 
chair for District 34 asked me if I knew who the DCM was for District 66, and the roster was used for that purpose. 

            My only other comment is If it's not broke, don’t fix it.  

CHAIRPERSON:  I think we have gathered enough information on this item.  The roster will remain as is, statis quo. 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS  

a) Discuss Virtual Groups in Area 83 and their place in the General  
Service Structure ............................................... Kimberley M., Panel 71 Delegate 

Some information was shared during the Conference. I will attempt to hit the highlights of what was presented.  
Everyone agrees that online groups are here to stay. The challenge is how to connect them to ensure that they 
can fully participate in our General Service Structure. There are many complexities to consider. 

At the 2021 GSC, two advisory actions directly pertaining online groups were:  

1) The U.S./Canada General Service Structure recognize online groups and encourage their 
participation, listing those groups who ask to be listed within the group’s preferred district and area, 
with the default option being the location of the group’s primary contact. This supersedes the 1997 
Advisory Action that designated online groups as “International Correspondence Meetings.”  

2) The General Service Board form a committee to explore future possibilities for the participation of 
online groups in the U.S./Canada General Service structure. 

Following the 2021 Conference, a GSO working group was formed to respond to Advisory Action 1.   For Advisory 
Action 2, an ad hoc committee was formed made up of members from the GSB.  

During the 2022 Conference a progress report from the ad hoc committee was given. I will share a few highlights, 
but the entire presentation can be found in my Post Conference Booklet – page 85 of the document.   

The ad hoc committee used the term virtual to refer to online groups as well as telephone groups, texting groups, 
email groups etc.  The ad hoc committee is in the information gathering phase. They are also mindful of any 
impact that policy and/or procedural decisions may have on other structures.   

Some shared experience gathered so far… 
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The GSO working group created a new Group Listing Guideline Form which is a combination of service material 
and a form.  

The biggest challenge the working group is having is that the advisory action 1 asks groups to list themselves 
with districts and areas. But many districts and areas have not yet had or are just beginning to have 
conversations about including virtual groups. 

The ad hoc committee gathered some information and experience from a number of entities:  

• Online Intergroup of AA 

o They have had online meetings since 1986 in one form or another 

o Groups registered with OIAA are frustrated that they are not able to participate in the General 
Service Structure. 

• Al-Anon Family Groups 

o They recently formed an electronic area with 640 groups and over 200 Group representatives 

o A Delegate is to be elected shortly, if not already 

• Narcotics Anonymous 

o Similar stage as us 

• Overeaters Anonymous 

o Has a virtual region with its own trustee since 2018 

o Have had online meetings since late 1990s.  

o Virtual activity exploded since March 2020. 

• Cocaine Anonymous 

o Online and virtual groups started in early 90s  

o CA has a number of regions and only one online area which has aligned itself with a region 
even though its members are spread across the globe. Some members of the online area 
thought that all online groups should join their area, however there were groups who didn’t 
want to leave their area to join another area.  As a result, online districts were created.  

The ad hoc committee also gathered international experience from: 

• European Service Meeting 

o Other countries are also unsure how to integrate virtual groups into their structure 

o Comment made: a solution will be found; questions will answer themselves and structures will 
be created to support those solutions.  

• REDELA (Meeting of the Americas) 

o Virtual groups in Brazil want to become part of their structure but face resistance 

o In Uruguay, virtual groups are participating through contributions and beginning to have group 
representatives 

o Argentina, like us, is striving to have virtual groups fully participate in their structure 

o Other countries are in the early stages of developing an AA presence.   
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Currently in the GSO database, there are over 700 active virtual groups in the US/Canada general service 
structure. (as of end of April).  All these virtual groups are listed with a district and an area.  Out of these, over 
450 have a GSR and 140 of those also have an alternate GSR.  There are approximately 300 groups in our 
database that need to be contacted since they have no address associated with them so we don’t know what 
district or area they would like to be a part of.  

There are 93 areas in our general service structure. The average number of groups per area is currently about 
765 (2300 highest and 159 the lowest). 

Any agenda items submitted to the Conference coordinator relating to online groups, were passed along to the 
ad hoc committee, rather than become agenda items. Several items suggested forming a virtual area.  These 
contained great detail of what a virtual area might look like. The current process for forming a new delegate 
area is outlined in the Service Manual.  

The ad hoc committee thoroughly read these proposed agenda items to inform their discussions.  They shared 
with us 3 hypothetical scenarios that touch on some of the issues with the 1st advisory action where the 
procedure is to list groups with their preferred district and area. When none is indicated, the default being the 
location of the groups primary contact.  

Scenario 1:  If a group decides to be listed as a group in Ohio, even though all its AA members live in Connecticut, 
the 2021 Advisory Action indicates that this group would be listed in Ohio. 

Scenario 2: A virtual group consists of seven A.A. members—six from Connecticut and one from Tennessee. The 
group makes no preference about which District in Area 11 (Connecticut) to join. The one member from 
Tennessee serves as the group’s primary contact and registers the group with the General Service Office. The 
group is now registered in Tennessee because the address of the group’s primary contact serves as the default 
location. 

Scenario 3: A virtual group has existed for many years and has thirty different members living in thirty different 
Areas throughout the United States and Canada. Which District or Area makes sense for them to be part of?” 

We heard from Bill earlier that we have 15 virtual groups in our area. All but 4 have chosen a district to belong 
to. 

Today will be our first discussion as an area committee about virtual groups in our area and how to best include 
them in the General Service Structure. We may want to continue the discussion over the next few area 
committee meetings after we have had a chance to connect with and meet these new virtual groups. We will 
need to ask them, “How do they want to be connected so that their voice can be heard in matters affecting AA 
as a whole?”  We can’t decide for them but want to be sure they feel welcome and most importantly have a 
vote and a voice.  

The ad hoc committee posed some questions for us to consider.  

Perhaps, for today, we could focus on these questions: 

• What discussions regarding participation of virtual groups in your districts have taken place? What 
motions around this subject have been made? 

At the next ACM, we could plan to discuss these questions: 
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▪ Are your areas/districts welcoming participation of virtual groups? 

▪ What is your area doing as far as participation at district meetings and area assemblies for virtual 
groups?  Hybrid? 

▪ What is the cost to facilitate virtual group participation? 

▪ Does your area have virtual districts?   

If you have thoughts about connecting online groups to our General Service Structure, please feel free to bring 
that up as well.  

• The questions asked today are:  What discussions regarding participation of virtual groups in your 
districts have taken place? What motions around this subject have been made? 

DISCUSSION / QUESTIONS FOLLOWING REPORT: 
COMMENT:   We have had a bit of discussion in District 10. One of our groups, an agnostic group, have had a three or 

fourfold membership increase throughout the pandemic.  They hold 3 meetings a week, 50 to 90 people per 
meeting that span, not just North America, but international borders. And they came to us in February before 
this discussion and said, “What can we do as we're going back to in person because we value these participants, 
we value these members.”   They also said that they value being a part of the larger connection to the fellowship.   
They love doing the service commitments in the District, and Area and that there’s more than just attending 
Area Assemblies.  They contribute to GSO and Intergroup. They see a lot of value being connected to the 
fellowship with two-way input and exchange.  They said that they understand the value of in person contact, 
both in relationship building and idea exchange, but it would be helpful to augment the in-person gatherings 
with a continuing virtual presence.  And the one thing that they're hearing more and more in online meetings is 
that people who identify with specific segments in A.A., and this is only an anecdotal, for example secular, 
LGBTQ+. BIPOC. etc. are finding each other more readily online, where before they were isolated by geography 
and boundaries.  They want to give all of these groups, not just themselves, a greater collective voice in service.   
And they believe if there's an ongoing online access in Assemblies and Forums that would go a long way.     These 
aren't just virtual groups these are on the ground groups that have now strong virtual presence.  I think it's 
something a little different and they want to be part of with online communities, as well as the in-person 
component. 
 

COMMENT:  A small example of accessibilities.  There is online group that is from District 86 and we have participation 
from that online group show up at Accessibilities meeting religiously every month.  They don't live in our Area, 
but they're a member of a group in our Area, and they love the way we do things here and feel a part of and feel 
like they have the ability to be active.  By welcoming and allowing the inclusivity of having online meetings as 
part of all of what we are ultimately it just makes us more accessible to more people, wherever they may be. if 
they want to be a part of us if, that makes sense. 
 

b) Interim Report from Ad Hoc Committee for Area 83                                                   
Digital Resources .......................................................   Mel C., Panel 63 Delegate 

Hello, my name is Mel C. and I am an alcoholic. In January of this year, I was asked by Amy L., Area 83 
Chairperson, to chair an ad hoc committee to examine the digital resources of Area 83.  Along with myself, Amy 
asked George McQ., our current Area Webmaster, Kimberley M. our P71 Delegate, Bill C. our Area Registrar, 
Jack R. our Area Public Information Chair and Ryan D. of the Courtice 12&12 Group. 

We were asked to have a look at our website and email structure to see if improvements could be made. It has 
been posited that many of our members are becoming more comfortable with online Alcoholics Anonymous 
activities and that our digital footprint could be improved. That static webpages such as the one we have now, 
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which went live in 2008 and were updated in 2014 are not serving our audience optimally. This committee will 
assess our situation to see if that is indeed the case. 

Our terms of reference/mission were to examine 4 basic questions and come back to the Area Committee with 
recommendations. Our ad hoc committee is not concerned with construction and roll-out of a new digital 
presence, just assessment and recommendations respecting our current one. 

The four questions we were asked to consider were: 

1. What are the needs of Area 83 for digital resources including, but not limited to Website, Email and 
Cloud-based storage? 

2. How could these digital assets be used to improve our communication to the still suffering alcoholic, our 
membership, including those with accessibility needs, and to friends of AA?  

3. Identify possible service providers & relevant costs for the needs identified in item 1.  
4. Include in your deliberations whether a third party should be hired to create a website for Area 83.  

We added a 5th question in anticipation of an assessment that an upgrade in our digital resources might be 
required: 

5. What budget might we require/request should we feel a third-party ought to be involved? 

While we were off to a slow start, we have found momentum and expect to have our written report with 
recommendation in front of the Area Committee for our September Area Committee meeting. This timing will 
allow the formation of a potential motion to accept some or all of the recommendations to this project at the 
October Area Assembly. 

We would ask that you share our initiative with the Groups in your District and others that might like to have a 
voice and encourage them to send us any questions or suggestions they might have. Now is the time to speak 
up and we would be grateful to hear from all in your orbit.  

Thank you for all you do, we look forward to reporting to you in September.  

Yours in love and service, Mel C. 

DISCUSSION / QUESTIONS FOLLOWING REPORT: 

QUESTION:  Will there be some communication coming out for which the membership can be inspired to respond? 

ANSWER:  Yes, there will be interim materials before the report at the September Area Committee Meeting.  Our 
committee has gained momentum and we have it mapped out well at this point.  We have as well the experience 
of a Delegate whose Area has gone through a similar process so we will benefit from their experience with this 
process. 

 

Added to the agenda under Agenda item 2. 

c)  Support the Alternate Delegate to attend one of the two Intergroup/Central 
Office/AAWS/AAGV (ICOAA) annual conferences in the panel term. .  James O’D. 
Alternate Delegate 

What is the ICOAA?    From Box 459 Winter 2020 Edition -  
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/en_box459_holiday20.pdf 

The very first Intergroup/Central Office/A.A.W.S./AAGV seminar was held in September 1986 — with 98 
representatives from 82 intergroups attending, plus three trustees from the General Service Board and 13 
employees of G.S.O. and Grapevine. From the very beginning, the stated purpose of the seminars has been to 
pro- vide a forum, through workshops, discussions, and the exchange of ideas and shared experience, for those 
who labor on A.A.’s front lines. 

https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/newsletters/en_box459_holiday20.pdf
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The seminar has always been a weekend of sharing and learning about problems and solutions common to most 
central offices/inter- groups and how these interests intersect with the services provided to the Fellowship by 
A.A.W.S., Grapevine and the General Service Board. Structurally, the appearance of the first intergroups/central 
offices (IGCOs) in the 1940s predates the creation of the General Service Conference and the A.A. service 
structure and, while both service entities fulfill the same mission — aiding suffering alcoholics — there are times 
when different perspectives and opinions have seemed at odds. 

Beau B. says, “Nobody argues that we don’t have the same job of carrying the message and A.A.W.S. will never 
say we are the main connection point. We under- stand that intergroups feel they are not being heard and some 
of the actions we are taking demonstrate that we are listening to their concerns. If there is a common theme 
[coming out of the seminar] it’s this: to discover what is possible when we really start working together- er in 
harmony because we understand our differences and make them work for A.A. as a whole.” G.S.O., Beau points 
out, lacks the “boots on the ground” reach of the roughly 500 intergroups/central offices. “Lots of alcoholics are 
tied into intergroups. We need to work harder to get the message more widely out there through the 
intergroups.” 

What all agreed on is that communication going for- ward is key to improved relations. What had been an ad 
hoc IGCO Communications Committee (comprised of four office managers) will become a permanent one. 
G.S.O.’s Group Services assignment plans a video- conferencing call open to all IGCOs, either on a monthly or 
bimonthly basis. And the IGCOs recognize that communication among themselves is of paramount importance. 

Jan 1993 ACM - Motion that Don S represent Area 83 at the AAWS /Intergroup Seminar in Mesa, Arizona, and 
that the Area 83 reimburse Don S for the expenses incurred, therefore.   

March 1994 (Results of the Area Inventory)  

In Alternate Delegates report - detailed account of what took place at the Annual Intergroup/Central 
Office/AAWS Seminar - items included info about self support, workshops, cooperation with General Service, 
signers, accessibility. 

Sept 1994 ACM 

Procedures be amended by adding the following:  

1. The treasurer shall include the total of funds expended under Section III (Expenses) if each chairperson/officer 
of the Area for the ongoing information of the Area Committee/Assembly - motion may not have been made if 
guidelines were agreed to. 

2. Motion that Section Ill (Expenses) 1. General of the Area Committee Operating Procedures be  amended by 
adding the following: "Expenditures foreseen outside of the geographic boundaries of Area 83, shall be 
recommended to the Area Committee and approved prior to the proposed expenditure" - became a floor motion 
and then defeated. 

3. Motion that section IlI (Responsibilities) 5. Alternate Delegate of the Assembly Operating Procedures be 
amended by deleting the period after Chapter V and adding the following: "and shall be Intergroup Liaison 
Officer for Area 83 (liaison between General service and the various Intergroups in Area 83." - became a floor 
motion and then carried Discussion to change format of assembly to do business over 2 days Motion to establish 
an Ad Hoc Committee to streamline the voting procedures Report from Ad Hoc Committee to review expenses 
of the Area Committee - see report attached recommended alt del to attend one of the two AAWS Intergroup. 

January 1996 ACM 
Alternate Delegate reported after attending the Intergroup seminar as liaison.  Just for fun…Motion to make 
future assemblies non-smoking was defeated. 

October 2000 Assembly 
Motion that Area 83 continue to support the attendance of the Alternate Delegate to one annual Intergroup 
Conference& during each term. 
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Jan 2001 ACM 
Motion that Area 83 continue to support the attendance of the Alternate Delegate to one annual Intergroup 
Conference& during each term.   

And then it seems to have fallen off the service map.  There is already precedent for this request as the Area 
Archivist is allotted funds to attend the National Archives Workshop. From our Operating Procedures, 3.19 AREA 
ARCHIVIST…the Archivist may attend the annual North American Archives meeting upon the approval of the 
Area Committee. The Archivist shall work in conjunction with the Area Archives Chair and committee in 
presenting rotating archival displays at each Assembly. All expenses, including but not limited to transportation, 
crating, travel expense (including room and meals for the Archivist), shall be paid by the requesting party or 
organization.      

Area 83 Eastern Ontario International – Operating Procedures 

Last approved October 24, 2021 

NOTE: It is recommended that any unexpected expenses (those not associated with Area Assemblies, The Eighty 
Three (archives newsletter), the annual North American Archives Workshop or the Area 83 Archives Workshop) 
incurred by the Archivist and not covered by requesting parties or organizations shall be charged to the Area. A 
separate line-item on the Area Spending Guidelines and Expense worksheet shall reflect expected Archivist 
expenses.  

In conclusion:  I feel that it is important to train our trusted servants to serve our members. Over the years it 
seems that we had lost sight of our mutual need for one another. Without the GS structure we would not have 
the literature and services that could never be carried out by local offices. And without local Intergroup offices 
we would not have the boots on the ground, people on the front lines to carry this literature, answer the phone, 
set up the 12-step call that has saved so many of us, and so much more.  We have 4 Intergroup offices within 
Area 83 and this position is a key link in the communication between two separate yet vital service entities with 
our common purpose in mind: that of carrying the message - our message -   of hope to the still suffering 
alcoholic. 

Moved:   James O’D, Alternate Delegate 

Seconded:     Bert J., Alt DCM D22 

Discussion 
 

Theresa L., DCM D66:  When is the next conference that would be attended and 
therefore reimbursed for?   
James O’D., Alt Delegate:  September 1-4, 2022 in Colorado. 
Rob M., Immediate Past Delegate:  As James mentioned, the Area Archivist attended 
the National Archives workshop, and in our operating procedures it says the Archivist 
may attend the National Archives workshop on approval of the Area Committee. Over 
the years it the Area Committee is really just to rubber stamp that.   But I think it's 
important that that's in there because if there ever comes a point where the Area 
Committee's finances are not in good shape, and the Archives workshop is in California, 
the Area Committee can decide that it's not a prudent use of financial resources for the 
Archivist to attend that. I think it might be important to have the same wording as the 
archivist to attend the archives workshop as for the Alternate Delegate to attend the 
Intergroup Conference.   
Bev H., Self-Support Chair:  2 questions.  Number one, who makes the determination 
of which conference you're going to be attending?  Secondly, what is the cost 
associated with attending?   



ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS  
AREA 83 EASTERN ONTARIO INTERNATIONAL 

Area Committee Minutes June 4, 2022 P a g e  | 48 
  

Discussion continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restate the motion 
 
 
 
Friendly 
Amendment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James O’D., Alt Delegate:  The reason the motion is worded like that (to attend 1 of the 
2 conferences) is because, for example, if the Alternate Delegate is required to attend 
a function that would override anything external. For example, if the Area Committee 
meeting fell on the same week then clearly the Alternate Delegate would be here and 
not there, and they might be able to go in the second year.  That was kind of thinking 
around that, and the cost I looked into It is looks like the maximum would be about 
$1,200 And that's being realistic.   
Ann J., DCM D10:  is there a particular time with year that this is generally held?   
James O’D., Alt Delegate:  Generally, it’s in the fall. 
Ann J., DCM D10:  In the first year of their term, would the Alternate Delegate have 
enough knowledge to go forward and benefit in the first year of their term?  The fall 
seems like they would be well into their first year so that is what I was thinking. 
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  2 quick questions. First of all, if the Area 
Committee decided to move this forward, would it go to the Assembly for final 
approval? 
Amy L., Area Chair:  Yes, that is correct. 
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  Secondly, would this mean that the Alternate 
Delegate would be more involved in the general Intergroup meetings?  The various 
intergroups such as Toronto and Ottawa?   
James O’D., Alt Delegate:  Like any position that I’ve had, I got as involved as I  wanted 
to.  I'm really involved in my position currently.  I can't speak for the next Alternate 
Delegate, but I attend as many Intergroup meetings as I can, and the joint meetings are 
kind of a must so it's part of the job description.  So, does that answer your question?   
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  I guess the liaison is literally in bridge between 
both the Intergroup and the members. 
James O’D.’ Alt Delegate:  The same kind as us with the carrying information from the 
General Service Office to the groups via into group, and also bringing it back up from 
the groups, down to the people at the bottom. 
Amy L., Area Chair:  We do have a motion that was just put forward and some 
discussion.  Are we okay with this?   
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair: Should we have it approved at the Area 
Committee, as  Rob suggested,  which would be mirror of what we have for the Archivist 
(Section 3.19 of the Operating Procedures)?   
Support the Alternate Delegate to attend one of the 2 intergroup/Central 
Office/AAWS/ AAGV/ (ICOAA) annual conferences in the panel term.” 
Marty M., Correctional Facilities Chair:  I would like to propose a friendly amendment 
to the motion to have it read “The Alternate Delegate may attend one of the two 
Intergroup/Central Office/AAWS/AAGV (ICOAA) annual conferences in the panel 
term upon the approval of the Area Committee.” 
James O’D., Alt Delegate:  I accept the friendly amendment. 
Amy L., Area Chair:  This motion, if passed, will have to go to the Area Assembly for 
approval because it is in the main body of the Area Operation Procedures. 
Theresa L., DCM D66:  I’m stumbling over the removal of the word support 
because it doesn't really indicate, when I hear that read back, that there is actually 
financial support for it.  It says may attend. So, it sounds as if we're saying yes you can 
go, or you can't.  But I’m not sure that it actually indicates that the committee is going 
to financially support going. 
Amy L., Area Chair:  My experience was with the with the Archivist.  They presented 
that they wanted to go, and we made a motion.  In one term they capped how much 
could be spent because we don't stipulate in the operating procedures how much is 
spent.  That's how that was handled.  The Alternate Delegate would come to the Area 
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Note:  After the motion, Alternate Delegate stated that this motion was for future panels as this motion will 

need to be approved at an Assembly.   

14.   SHARING - WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND? 

Christine F., DCM D18:  The fellowship of the spirit group in our District has its annual conference on June 17-
18th.  It’s headliner speakers and the whole 9 yards, and you can go to www.fots.to for more information.   

Jamie B., D62:  There was a little bit of a brief discussion today about online groups and how we involve them. I 
had a little bit of food for thought for everybody to take home. My group is in Ottawa virtually so depending on 
the route for Areas and Districts take, there was mention of an online Area.  If that were say the route we were 
to go, for example, my group is now forced out of the district.  We're all still in Ottawa, but a couple of us moved 
to little further away from where our home groups but we wanted to stay with our home group.  So, this would, 
in in essence, force us out of that District into another District, into another Area, even though we're still within 
the District.  Thankfully, as it stands right now we're solid and very active within the District, and the Area ergo 
me standing here right now.  Some food for thought.  Thank you very much. 

Marrey P., Alternate DCM D06:   I just had a couple of questions for clarification, I’m wondering if the PCAS 2023 
will be virtual on various nights since I understood it's going to the Assembly in the spring of 2023?  Is that 
correct? 

 Amy L., Area Chair:  Yes, 2023 will be virtual. 

Marrey P., Alternate DCM D06:  Second question.  The friendly amendment to a motion, does it not have to be 
accepted by the original person who made the motion as well as the person who seconded the motion?  

 Amy L., Area Chair:  Just the original mover needs to give approval and we have Burt’s approval as well.   

Restate the Motion 
 
 

Committee and say, I would like to go to Colorado for this conference and this is the 
cost.  Or maybe they don't know the cost at the time, and we will set a value amount 
because it's going to change over time.  That is my recollection.  If you have any 
corrections to that , please let me know. 
“The Alternate Delegate may attend one of the two Intergroup/Central 
Office/AAWS/AAGV (ICOAA) annual conferences in the panel term upon the 
approval of the Area Committee.” 

All in favour: 27 

opposed: 1 

abstentions: 1 

Voice of the minority Jill B., DCM D06:  I’m not prepared to vote on this motion.  It was a floor motion that 
was only introduced today.  I'd like to spend more time researching why we're spending 
this money to send an Alternate?  Is it a benefit to the Area to have that done? This is 
only June.  We do have another ACM that I’d like to be able to defer this until a to a 
vote in September for   when it comes up on the floor for assembly and that's why I 
wasn't able to support this motion today. 

Motion to 
reconsider 

Ann J., DCM D10 

Second: Kathie T., DCM D28 

In favour: 9 

Opposed: 17 

Motion to 
Reconsider :   

Defeated 

Original Motion:  Carried 

http://www.fots.to/
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I am responsible, when anyone, anywhere reaches 
out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be 
there.  And for that I am responsible. 

Kimberley M., Area Delegate:  To comment on what Jamie had said.  There are already 2 virtual districts, by the 
way, not in our Area. One is in Area 72 and Area 56 has one virtual District. Even if there were to be a virtual 
Area down the road, I'm not saying that there is going to be and but even if there were it's still going to be every 
group is autonomous.  I think every group is going to decide what they want to do.  That's what I envision.  That's 
the way we are. There will be some that will stick with their geographical locations.  I imagine there might be 
some that go with virtual Districts.  Maybe some would go with virtual areas I imagine down the road.  There's 
going to be a little bit of this and a little bit of that, I would guess, just because that's the way it is right now with 
Groups. We've got every type of group.  So that was the first thing. 

Second thing is I asked Taylor if she would be able to show you the Glide App for those of you who are like, 
“What the heck are you talking about this glide app? “Like I said, it's a website.  It looks like an app but it isn’t.   
I have loaded various items such as the Conference Compendium, the ACM agenda, dates of the Delegate’s 
Reports and the links to join the meeting if it is on Zoom.  There is a link to this that you can out on your phone 
or your homepage.  It will always be the same link and I will keep changing what you see when you click on the 
link.  I'll put items up and it'll be on there for a little while.  I will continue this practise until the end of my term 
and then we will see what happens going forward.   

15.   NEXT AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 

I would recommend the next committee meeting be held here at Quinte West on September 10, 2022.   

Would someone be willing to make a motion to that effect? 

 

 

 

 

 

16.   CLOSING  

It is now 4:42 p.m. and I would like to thank everyone for their participation today and wish you good health 
and safety until we meet again.  

• May I have a motion to end this meeting?    

 

 

The Meeting closed with the responsibility statement. 

 

 

Moved:   Trevor F., DCM D62 

Seconded:     Barbara C., DCM D78 

Discussion None 

All those in favour: 100% 

opposed: None 

abstentions: None 

Motion: Carried 

Moved: Jack R., PI Chair 

Seconded:  JoAnn P., Secretary 

Discussion None 

All those in favour: 100% 

opposed: None  

abstentions: None  

Motion: Carried 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A1   Financial Documents–Financial Summary (May 27, 2022)  

Return to 

Treasurer’s 

report 
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Appendix A2   Financial Documents–Detail of Expenses (May 27, 2022) 
 

  

Return to 

Treasurer’s 

report 
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Appendix A3   Financial Documents–Contributions by District (May 27, 2022) 
 

 

 

 

Return to 

Treasurer’s 

report 
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Appendix B   Roll Call for the Area Committee Meeting 
 

Totals- in person Zoom 

Officers 6   0 

Subcommittee Chairs 9   1 

DCM's 16   1 

Non-Voting 2   0 

Past Delegates 4   2 

A/DCM's 8   2 

Visitors 2   1 

Total Assembly 46 
  

TOTAL VOTING 33 
  

 


